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SENATE BILL No. 639

July 16, 2003, Introduced by Senators SWITALSKI, BRATER and CHERRY and referred to
the Committee on Families and Human Services.

A Dbill to amend 1939 PA 288, entitled
"Probate code of 1939,"
by amendi ng sections 23f and 24 of chapter X (MCL 710.23f and
710. 24), section 23f as anended by 1994 PA 373 and section 24 as
anended by 1996 PA 409.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
CHAPTER X

Sec. 23f. (1) In a direct placenent, an individual seeking
to adopt may request at any tine that a preplacenent assessnent
be prepared by a child placing agency.

(2) An individual requesting a preplacenment assessnent need
not have | ocated a prospective adoptee when the request is nmade
or when the assessnent is conpl et ed.

(3) An individual may have nore than 1 prepl acenent

assessnment or may request that an assessnent, once initiated, not
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be conpl et ed.

(4) If an individual is seeking to adopt a child froma
particular child placing agency, the agency may require the
i ndi vidual to be assessed by its own enpl oyee, even if the
i ndi vi dual has already had a favorabl e prepl acenent assessnent
conpl eted by another child placi ng agency.

(5) A preplacenent assessnent shall be based upon personal
interviews and visits at the residence of the individual being
assessed, interviews of others who know the individual, and
reports received under this subsection. The assessnent shal
contain all of the followi ng information about the individua
bei ng assessed:

(a) —-Age—nationali-ty— Nationality, race or ethnicity, and
any religious preference.

(b) Marital and famly status and history, including the
presence of other children or adults in the household and the
relationship of those individuals to the adoptive parent.

(c) Physical and nental health, including any history of
subst ance abuse.

(d) Educational and enploynment history and —any— speci al
skills and interests.

(e) Property and incone, including outstanding financial
obligations as indicated in a current financial report provided
by the individual.

(f) Reason for wanting to adopt.

(g) Any previous request for an assessnent or invol venent

an adoptive placenent and the outconme of the assessnent or
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pl acenent .

(h) Whether the individual has ever been the respondent in a
donestic violence proceeding or a proceeding concerning a child
who was al | egedly abused, dependent, deprived, neglected,
abandoned, or delinquent, and the outcone of the proceedi ng.

(i) Whether the individual has ever been convicted of a
crime.

(j) Whether the individual has | ocated a parent interested in
placing a child with the individual for adoption and a brief
description of the parent and the child.

(k) Any fact or circunstance that raises a specific concern
about the suitability of the individual as an adoptive parent,
including the quality of the environment in the hone, the
functioning of other children in the household, and any aspect of
the individual's famlial, social, psychological, or financial
ci rcunstances that may be relevant to a determnation that the
i ndividual is not suitable. A specific concern is one that
suggests that placenment of —anry— a child, or a particular child,
in the honme of the individual would pose a risk of harmto the
child" s physical or psychol ogical well-being. —efthechitd-

(6) I'n making a determ nation of whether an individual is
suitable to be a parent of an adoptee, a child placi ng agency
shall not take into consideration the individual's age.
Interviews and records, witten or otherw se, gathered for
pur poses of a preplacenent assessnent shall not include inquiries
or information regarding the age of the individual being

assessed.
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(7) —6)— A child placing agency shall request an individua

seeking a preplacenent assessnment to provide a docunment fromthe

M chigan state police and the federal bureau of investigation

describing all of the individual's crimnal convictions as shown

by that agency's records, or stating that the agency's records

i ndi cate that the individual has not been convicted of a crine.

Upon request of the individual and receipt of a signed

aut hori zation, the child placing agency shall obtain the crimna

record fromthe | aw enforcenent agency on the individual's

behal f.

(8) —A— A preplacenent assessnent shall contain a list of
the sources of information on which it is based. If the child
pl aci ng agency deternines that the infornmation assessed does not

raise a specific concern, the child placing agency shall find
that the individual is suited to be an adoptive parent. |If the
child placing agency determnes that the information assessed
does raise a specific concern, the child placing agency shal
find that the individual is not suitable to be an adoptive
parent. The concl usion shall be supported by a witten account
of how 1 or nore specific concerns pose a risk to the physical or
psychol ogi cal well-being of —any— a child or a particular child.
I f the conclusion of a preplacenent assessnent regarding the
suitability of the individual differs fromthe conclusion in a
prior assessnment, the child placing agency shall explain and
justify the difference.

(9) 8)— An individual who receives a prepl acenment

assessnment with a conclusion of unsuitability nmay seek a review
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of the assessment by the court after filing an adoption
petition. The court nmay order an agent or enployee of the court
to make an investigation and report to the court before the
hearing. |If, at the hearing, the court finds by clear and
convi nci ng evidence that the conclusion of unsuitability is not
justified, the person with | egal custody of the child may pl ace
the child with that individual. |If the court determ nes that the
conclusion of unsuitability is justified, it shall order that the
child shall not be placed with the individual.

Sec. 24. (1) If a person desires to adopt a child or an
adult and to bestow upon the adoptee his or her fam |y nane, or
to adopt a child or an adult w thout a change of nane, with the
intent to make the adoptee his or her heir, that person, together
with his wife or her husband, if married, shall file a petition
with the court of the county in which the petitioner resides or
where the adoptee is found. |[If there has been a tenporary
pl acenent of the child, the petition for adoption shall be filed
with the court that received the report described in section
23d(2) of this chapter

(2) The petition for adoption shall be verified by each
petitioner and shall contain the follow ng information:

(a) The name, date and place of birth, and place of residence
of each petitioner, including the maiden name of the adopting
not her.

(b) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (5), the nane,
date and place of birth, and place of residence if known of the

adopt ee.
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(c) The relationship, if any, of the adoptee to the
petitioner.

(d) The full nanme by which the adoptee shall be known after
adopti on.

(e) The full description of the property, if any, of the
adopt ee.

(f) Unless the rights of the parents have been term nated by
a court of conpetent jurisdiction or except as otherw se provided
in subsection (5), the nanmes of the parents of the adoptee and
t he place of residence of each living parent if known.

(g) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (5), the nane
and place of residence of the guardian of the person or estate of
t he adoptee, if any has been appoi nt ed.

(3) In a direct placenent, the petitioner shall attach to the
petition a verified statenent certifying that the petitioner has
been infornmed of the availability of counseling services and
whet her the petitioner has received counseling.

(4) Except as otherwi se provided in this subsection, in a
direct placenent, the petitioner shall attach a copy of a
prepl acement assessnent of the petitioner conpleted or updated
within 1 year before the petition is filed with a finding that
the petitioner is suitable to be a parent of an adoptee, copies
of all other preplacenent assessnents of the petitioner, if any
ot hers have been conpleted, and a verified statenent stating that
no prepl acenent assessnents of the petitioner have been conpl eted
ot her than those attached to the petition and expl ai ni ng any

prepl acenment assessnents of the petitioner that have been
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initiated but not conpleted. |If the petitioner is seeking review
of a preplacenment assessnent under section —23f(8)— 23f(9) of
this chapter, the petitioner may conply with this subsection by
attaching a copy of that preplacenent assessnent and a copy of
the application for review, together with copies of all other
prepl acenment assessnents and the verified statenment required by
this section.

(5) In a direct placenent in which the parties have el ected
not to exchange identifying information, the information required
by subsection (2)(f) and (g) and the surnane and pl ace of
resi dence of the adoptee required under subsection (2)(b) may be
omtted. The attorney or child placing agency assisting in the
adoption shall file a verified statenent containing the omtted

i nfornmation.
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