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SENATE BILL No. 1250

SENATE BILL No. 1250

May 19, 2004, Introduced by Senators BRATER, PRUSI, SWITALSKI, CLARKE and
LELAND and referred to the Committee on Technology and Energy.

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environmental protection act,"
(MCL 324.101 to 324.90106) by adding part 752.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
PART 752 OUTDOOR LIGHTING STUDY

Sec. 75201. As used in this part, "board" means the outdoor
lighting study board created in section 75203.

Sec. 75202. The legislature finds all of the following:

(a) That excessive and misdirected outdoor lighting is a
consequence of using outdoor lighting where and when it is not
needed, and of not using the types of outdoor lighting that are
most efficient and cost effective for the task intended.

(b) That controlling outdoor lighting will result in
significant cost savings due to the decrease in energy

requirements.
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(c) That light from improperly shielded street lights and
security lights is a serious safety hazard to motorists and
others.

(d) That the unchecked growth of ineffective and inefficient
outdoor lighting fixtures in modern times has unnecessarily
deprived most residents of the beauty of the starry night sky and
of nighttime cloud patterns, while also potentially having
serious ill effects on nocturnal fauna and flora.

(e) That while the lighting of streets, businesses, and
residences may be desirable and necessary for security, it is not
desirable or necessary to have lights shining directly and often
dangerously into the eyes of motorists, or uselessly and
wastefully into the sky and off into space.

(f) That in several other states, and in certain large
cities, legislation has been adopted to control outdoor
lighting.

(g) That this state has adopted part 751 to create a dark
sky preserve.

(h) That several Michigan local governmental units have
adopted various light control measures and that such measures are
saving those jurisdictions considerable amounts of money in
energy costs.

Sec. 75203. (1) The outdoor lighting study board is created
within the department.

(2) The board shall consist of the following members,
appointed by the governor:

(a) The director of the department of natural resources or
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his or her designee.

(b) The director of the department of labor and economic
growth or his or her designee.

(c) Two representatives of the electric power industry.

(d) One representative of the business community.

(e) One representative of an environmental organization.

(f) One representative of an amateur astronomy association.

(g) One representative of local law enforcement.

(h) One representative of local government planning.

(i) One representative of the state legislature.

(j) One architect or lighting design engineer.

(k) One representative of Abrams planetarium, Michigan state
university.

(3) The members first appointed to the board shall be
appointed within 60 days after the effective date of this part.

(4) Members of the board shall serve for terms of 3 years, or
until a successor is appointed, whichever is later, except that
of the members first appointed, 4 shall serve for 1 year, 4 shall
serve for 2 years, and 4 shall serve for 3 years.

(5) If a vacancy occurs on the board, the governor shall make
an appointment for the unexpired term in the same manner as the
original appointment.

(6) The governor may remove a member of the board for
incompetency, dereliction of duty, malfeasance, misfeasance, or
nonfeasance in office, or any other good cause.

(7) The first meeting of the board shall be called by the

director of the department of natural resources within 30 days of
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its complete formation. At the first meeting, the board shall
elect from among its members a chairperson, who is not a
department director or his or her designee, and other officers as
it considers necessary or appropriate. The board may appoint a
secretary who is not a member of the board as the board
determines appropriate. After the first meeting, the board shall
meet at the call of the chairperson or if requested by 7 or more
members.

(8) A majority of the members of the board constitutes a
quorum for the transaction of business at a meeting of the
board.

(9) Members of the board shall serve without compensation.
Members of the board may be reimbursed for their actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their official
duties as members of the board to the extent funds are
appropriated or otherwise lawfully available for this purpose.

(10) The board shall do all of the following:

(a) Study the nature and extent of problems associated with
outdoor lighting of state facilities and roadways.

(b) Study available statutory and administrative solutions to
problems associated with outdoor lighting and make
recommendations to the legislature regarding the desirability of
adopting these solutions.

(c) Study the potential for positive economic impacts that
could result if more efficient and effective outdoor lighting
alternatives are selected, including but not limited to

ecological benefits, enhanced tourism, improved public safety and
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(d) Study solutions taken by other jurisdictions to regulate
outdoor lighting.

(e) Submit to the legislature within 9 months of the board's
first organizational meeting a report detailing the result of the
board's study as required in this part.

(f) Following submittal of the report required under this
section, meet at least annually for the 5 years following
submittal of the original report and report to the legislature
regarding further recommendations related to the board's
responsibilities.

(11) The board may do either or both of the following:

(a) Seek assistance from any person as the board determines
necessary or appropriate to fulfill the responsibilities of the
board under this part.

(b) Incur expenses that are necessary and proper and within
the limits of funds appropriated or otherwise lawfully available
to the board to fulfill the responsibilities of the board under

this part.
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