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ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 1171
AN ACT to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled “An act to protect the environment and natural resources of the state; to

codify, revise, consolidate, and classify laws relating to the environment and natural resources of the state; to regulate
the discharge of certain substances into the environment; to regulate the use of certain lands, waters, and other natural
resources of the state; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state and local agencies and officials; to provide for
certain charges, fees, and assessments; to provide certain appropriations; to prescribe penalties and provide remedies;
to repeal certain parts of this act on a specific date; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts,” by amending
sections 8901, 8904, and 8905a (MCL 324.8901, 324.8904, and 324.8905a), section 8904 as amended and section 8905a as
added by 1998 PA 15.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 8901. As used in this part:

(a) “Litter” means rubbish, refuse, waste material, garbage, offal, paper, glass, cans, bottles, trash, debris, or other
foreign substances or a vehicle that is considered abandoned under section 252a of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949
PA 300, MCL 257.252a.

(b) “Public or private property or water” includes, but is not limited to, any of the following:

(i) The right-of-way of a road or highway, a body of water or watercourse, or the shore or beach of a body of water
or watercourse, including the ice above the water.

(ii) A park, playground, building, refuge, or conservation or recreation area.

(iii) Residential or farm properties or timberlands.

(c) “Vehicle” means a motor vehicle registered or required to be registered under the Michigan vehicle code, 1949
PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923.

(d) “Vessel” means a vessel registered under part 801.

Sec. 8904. (1) Except as provided in subsection (3) involving litter from a leased vehicle or leased vessel, in a
proceeding for a violation of this part involving litter from a motor vehicle or vessel, proof that the particular vehicle
or vessel described in the citation, complaint, or warrant was used in the violation, together with proof that the
defendant named in the citation, complaint, or warrant was the registered owner of the vehicle or vessel at the time of
the violation, gives rise to a rebuttable presumption that the registered owner of the vehicle or vessel was the driver
of the vehicle or vessel at the time of the violation.

(2) There is a rebuttable presumption that the driver of a vehicle or vessel is responsible for litter that is thrown,
dumped, deposited, placed, or left from the vehicle or vessel on public or private property or water.
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(3) In a proceeding for a violation of this part involving litter from a leased motor vehicle or leased vessel, proof that
the particular vehicle or vessel described in the citation, complaint, or warrant was used in the violation, together with
proof that the defendant named in the citation, complaint, or warrant was the lessee of the vehicle or vessel at the time
of the violation, gives rise to a rebuttable presumption that the lessee of the vehicle or vessel was the driver of the
vehicle or vessel at the time of the violation.

(4) In a proceeding for a violation of this part involving litter consisting of an abandoned vehicle, proof that the
particular vehicle described in the citation, complaint, or warrant was abandoned, and that the defendant named in the
citation, complaint, or warrant was the titled owner or lessee of the vehicle at the time it was abandoned, gives rise to
a rebuttable presumption that the defendant abandoned the vehicle.

Sec. 8905a. (1) A person who violates this part where the amount of the litter is less than 1 cubic foot in volume is
responsible for a state civil infraction and is subject to a civil fine of not more than $800.00.

(2) A person who violates this part where the amount of the litter is 1 cubic foot or more but less than 3 cubic feet
in volume is responsible for a state civil infraction and is subject to a civil fine of not more than $1,500.00.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4), a person who violates this part where the amount of the litter is 3 cubic
feet or more in volume is responsible for a state civil infraction and is subject to a civil fine of not more than $2,500.00.
A person found to have committed a violation described in this subsection in a subsequent proceeding is subject to a
civil fine of not more than $5,000.00.

(4) A person who violates this part where the litter consists of an abandoned vehicle is responsible for a state civil
infraction and is subject to a civil fine of not less than $500.00 or more than $2,500.00. A person found to have committed
a violation described in this subsection in a subsequent proceeding is subject to a civil fine of not less than $1,000.00 or
more than $5,000.00. However, the court shall not order the payment of a fine unless the vehicle has been disposed of
under section 252g of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.252g.

(5) A default in the payment of a civil fine or costs ordered under this part or an installment of the fine or costs may
be remedied by any means authorized under the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.101 to 600.9947.

(6) This section does not apply to a violation of section 8903 or 8905.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
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