
 Reps. Woronchak, Accavitti, Adamini, Bieda, Brown, Condino, Dennis, Ehardt, Farrah, 
Garfield, Gieleghem, Gillard, Gleason, Hardman, Hopgood, Huizenga, Jamnick, Kolb, Kooiman, 
LaSata, Lipsey, Meisner, Meyer, Middaugh, Milosch, Murphy, Pappageorge, Phillips, Plakas, 
Richardville, Sak, Shaffer, Sheltrown, Spade, Stakoe, Stallworth, Tabor, Taub, Tobocman, Vagnozzi, 
Vander Veen, Voorhees and Wojno offered the following resolution: 
 House Resolution No. 302. 
 A resolution to designate November 2, 2004, as Take Your Child to the Polls Day in 
Michigan. 
 Whereas, In the 1972 general election, 63 percent of American adults voted, a number that 
dropped to 51 percent in the closely contested 2000 Presidential campaign; and 
 Whereas S, Among young people, the decline in voter participation rates is even more 
alarming--although about half of all college students are registered to vote, only about 20 percent 
actually vote; and 
 Whereas, A major study by CIRCLE (the Center for Information and Research on Civic 
Learning and Engagement) shows that the turnout of Americans between the ages of 18 and 24 has 
fallen by at least 13 percentage points since 1972.  Partially as a result of this decline, the under-25 
age group now constitutes as little as 5.1 percent of the electorate in some election years; and 
 Whereas, Reversing this precipitous decline in election participation by young people is 
crucial to the continued vitality of American democracy; and 
 Whereas, A wealth of research by the Council for Excellence in Government suggests that 
parents have a major role in their children's future voting habits.  One such recent study shows that 
75 percent of young adults who grew up with political discussion at home are registered to vote and 
that young people whose parents regularly voted are twice as likely to vote as their peers; and 
 Whereas, The survey also showed that parents who discuss politics with their children, who 
take their children to vote, and who make a habit of voting regularly raise children who vote, 
volunteer and invest themselves in civic and community activities.  Simply stated, if parents vote 
regularly, their children are far more likely to vote when they become adults; now, therefore, be it  
 Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the members of this legislative body 
designate November 2, 2004, Take Your Child to the Polls Day in Michigan; and be it further 
 Resolved, That each member of the Michigan House of Representatives is urged to publicize 
this resolution in their communities and encourage their constituents to vote and include their 
children in the voting process. 


