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NIGHTTIME RIFLE SIGHTING S.B. 261:  COMMITTEE SUMMARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senate Bill 261 (as introduced 3-2-05) 
Sponsor:  Senator Mike Goschka 
Committee:  Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs 
 
Date Completed:  5-2-05 
 
CONTENT 
 
The bill would amend Part 401 (Wildlife Conservation) of the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection Act to prohibit a person from sighting a rifle during the period 
starting a half-hour after sunset and ending a half hour before sunrise, unless he or she 
were sighting the rifle at a shooting range.  Under the bill, “shooting range” would mean an 
area designed and operated for sport shooting with rifles. 
 
Proposed MCL 324.40116b Legislative Analyst:  Julie Koval 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The bill would have no fiscal impact on the State and an indeterminate fiscal impact on local 
government.  There are no data to indicate how many offenders would be convicted of 
violating the proposed section.  A violation of Part 401 is a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not less than $50 or more than $500, 
or both.  Local units of government would incur the costs of misdemeanor probation and 
incarceration in local facilities, both of which vary by county.  Public libraries would benefit 
from any additional penal fine revenue. 
 
 Fiscal Analyst:  Bethany Wicksall 
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