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Senate Bill 1032 (as reported without amendment)
Sponsor: Senator Alan Sanborn
Committee: Judiciary

CONTENT

The bill would amend the Code of Criminal Procedure to allow a sentence of probation and a
delayed sentence for ordinance violations.

Under the Code, in all prosecutions for misdemeanors or felonies (with some exceptions),
the court may place a defendant who has been found or pleaded guilty on probation if “the
court determines that the defendant is not likely again to engage in an offensive or criminal
course of conduct and that the public good does not require that the defendant suffer the
penalty imposed by law”.

In an action in which the court may place a defendant on probation, it also may delay
sentencing him or her for up to one year “to give the defendant an opportunity to prove to
the court his or her eligibility for probation or other leniency compatible with the ends of
justice and the defendant’s rehabilitation, such as participation in a drug treatment court”.
When sentencing is delayed, the court must enter an order stating the reason for the delay,
and the court has jurisdiction to sentence the defendant at any time during the period of
delay.

The bill specifies that *misdemeanors” would include ordinance violations.
MCL 771.1 Legislative Analyst: Patrick Affholter

FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would have an indeterminate fiscal impact on local government. There are no data
to indicate how many offenders are convicted of ordinance violations. To the extent that
offenders convicted of ordinance violations would be sentenced to probation instead of
incarceration under the bill, local governments would incur decreased costs of incarceration
in local facilities, and increased costs of misdemeanor probation, both of which vary by
county.
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