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HB- 5441, As Passed House, Decenber 13, 2005

HOUSE SUBSTI TUTE FOR SENATE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO 5441

A bill to anmend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"”
by amendi ng section 57g (MCL 400.57g), as anmended by 2001 PA 280.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT

Sec. 57g9. (1) The —+ftamtyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT
shall develop a systemof penalties to be inposed if a recipient
fails to conply with applicable rules or the provisions of this
seett+on— ACT RELATED TO FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM BENEFI TS AND
WORK FI RST COWPLI ANCE. Penalties may be curul ative and may i ncl ude
reduction of the grant, renoval of —anrindividual— THE RECI PI ENT
fromthe famly independence assistance group, and term nation of
assistance to the fanmly

(2) A penalty shall not be inposed if the recipient has
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denonstrated that there was good cause for failing to comply. The

famlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT shall determ ne the
ci rcunstances that constitute good cause based on factors that are
beyond the RECIPIENT'S control. —ef—afrecipient—

(3) —Recipients—whoare— A RECIPIENT WHO IS willing to

participate in activities leading to self-sufficiency but who
reguire— REQUI RES child care or transportation in order to
participate shall not be penalized if the —famlyindependence
agency— DEPARTMENT determines that child care or transportation is
not reasonably avail able or provided to —them H M OR HER

(4) The system of penalties devel oped under subsection (1)
shal | include both of the foll ow ng:

(a) Fam |y independence program benefits shall be term nated
if arecipient fails, w thout good cause, to conply with applicable
child support requirenments including efforts to establish paternity
and obtain child support. The assistance group is ineligible for
fam |y i ndependence program assi stance for not |ess than 1 cal endar
nonth. After assistance has been termnated for not less than 1
cal endar nonth, assistance may be restored if the nonconpli ant
reci pient conplies with child support requirenents including the
action to establish paternity and obtain child support.

(b) For any instance of nonconpliance, before determ ning that

a penalty shall be inposed, the —famlyindependence—ageney

DEPARTMENT shall determine if good cause for nonconpliance exists.

The —famtyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT shall notify the

reci pient that he or she has 10 days to denonstrate good cause for

nonconpl i ance. |If THE DEPARTMENT DETERM NES THAT good cause —+s—hoet
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House Bill No. 5441 (H 3) as amended Decenber 13, 2005
determned—to— DOES NOT exi st FOR THE NONCOWMPLI ANCE, assi stance

shall be term nated. [AH-er—termnation—theassistancegroup—+s
neliaibl . nd I : I
Hhon——ealendar—ppni-h]

(5) For the —purpoeses— PURPOSE of this section,
"nonconpl i ance" nmeans 1 or nore of the follow ng:

(a) Arecipient quits a job

(b) Arecipient is fired for m sconduct or for absenteei sm
wi t hout good cause.

(c) Arecipient voluntarily reduces the hours of enploynent or
ot herwi se reduces earni ngs.

(d) A recipient does not participate in work first activities.

(6) If a recipient does not neet the recipient's individua

soctal—eontract— FAM LY SELF- SUFFI CI ENCY PLAN requirenents, the
famty—independence—ageney—ray— DEPARTMENT SHALL inpose a penalty.
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House Bill No. 5441 (H 3) as amended Decenber 13, 2005
" dur] I I od.

&) T I : . . I il it h_disabled
chi-l dren—
[(7) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL | MPLEMENT A SCHEDULE OF SANCTI ONS FOR

I NSTANCES OF NONCOWMPLI ANCE AS DESCRI BED IN TH S SUBSECTI ON.  AFTER

TERM NATI ON OF FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASS|I STANCE THE PENALTY SHALL

BE AS FOLLOWE:

(A) FOR THE FI RST | NSTANCE OF NONCOWPLI ANCE, THE RECI PIENT IS

I NELI G BLE FOR FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSI STANCE FOR NOT LESS THAN 3

CALENDAR MONTHS.

(B) FOR THE SECOND | NSTANCE OF NONCOWPLI ANCE, THE RECIPIENT IS

| NELI G BLE FOR FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSI STANCE FOR NOT LESS THAN 3

CALENDAR MONTHS.

(©) FOR A THI RD | NSTANCE OF NONCOWPLI ANCE I N A 24- MONTH PERI D, THE

RECI PI ENT 1S | NELI G BLE FOR FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSI STANCE FOR
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House Bill No. 5441 (H 3) as amended Decenber 13, 2005
NOT LESS THAN 24 CALENDAR MONTHS.

(8) FOR ALL | NSTANCES OF NONCOWPLI ANCE RESULTI NG | N TERM NATI ON OF
FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE ASSI STANCE FOR ANY PERI OD OF TI ME, BOTH OF THE
FOLLOWN NG APPLY:

(A) FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSI STANCE MAY BE APPROVED TO BEGQ N
AT THE CONCLUSI ON OF THE SANCTI ON PERI OD | F THE RECI PI ENT ATTENDS A JO NT
MEETING WTH H S OR HER FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE SPECI ALI ST CASEWORKER AND A
WORK FI RST PROGRAM CASEWORKER AND THE FAM LY SELF- SUFFI CI ENCY PLAN IS
REVI EVED, MODI FI ED AS NECESSARY, AND APPROVED BY THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE
SPECI ALI ST CASEWORKER AND THE WORK FI RST PROGRAM CASEWORKER.  THE
REEVALUATI ON REQUI RED UNDER THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL | NCLUDE A DI SCUSSI ON
AND CFFI Cl AL WARNI NG REGARDI NG SANCTI ONS THAT MAY BE | MPOSED FOR FUTURE
I NSTANCES OF NONCOMPLI ANCE.

(B) THE PERICD OF TIME THE RECI PI ENT | S | NELI G BLE TO RECEI VE
FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSI STANCE APPLI ES TOMRD THE RECI PI ENT' S 48-
MONTH CUMULATI VE LI FETI ME TOTAL.

Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless
House Bill No. 5439 of the 93rd Legislature is enacted into | aw. ]
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