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HB- 4481, As Passed House, April 19, 2005

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 4481

A bill to anmend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chi gan el ection | aw, "
by amendi ng section 759a (MCL 168. 759a), as anmended by 1999 PA 216;
and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 759a. (1) A MEMBER OF THE ARMED SERVI CES OR AN OVERSEAS
VOTER WHO | S NOT REG STERED, BUT POSSESSED THE QUALI FI CATI ONS OF AN
ELECTOR UNDER SECTI ON 492, MAY APPLY FOR REGQ STRATI ON BY USI NG THE
FEDERAL POSTCARD APPLI CATI ON. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, BUREAU OF
ELECTI ONS, |I'S RESPONSI BLE FOR DI SSEM NATI NG | NFORMATI ON ON THE
PROCEDURES FOR REGQ STERI NG AND VOTI NG TO ABSENT ARMED SERVI CES AND
OVERSEAS VOTERS.

(2) 3 —Except—as—providedinsubsection{(5)—each— EACH of

the foll owing persons who is a qualified elector of a city,
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VI LLAGE, or township in this state and who is not a registered
voter may apply for an absent voter ballot: —pursuant—teo-section
504

(a) Acivilian enployee of the arned services outside of the
United States.

(b) A nmenber of the armed services outside of the United
St at es.

(c) Acitizen of the United States tenporarily residing
outside the territorial limts of the United States.

(d) Acitizen of the United States residing in the District of
Col unbi a.

(e) A spouse or dependent of a person described in
subdi visions (a) through (d) who is a citizen of the United States
and who i s acconpanying that person, —netwithstandingthat— EVEN
THOUGH t he spouse or dependent is not a qualified elector of a
city, VILLAGE, or township of this state, —as+toeng—as— |F that

spouse or dependent is not a qualified and registered el ector

anywhere else in the United States.
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(3) Upon receipt of an application under this section that
conplies with this act, a city, VILLAGE, or township clerk shall
forward to the applicant the absent voter ballots requested, the
forms necessary for registration, and instructions for conpleting
the forms. If the ballots are not yet available at the tine of
recei pt of the application, the clerk shall imrediately forward to
the applicant the registration forns and instructions, and forward
the ballots as soon as they are available. If the ballots and
registration fornms are received before the close of the polls on
el ection day and if the registration conplies with the requirenents
of this act, the absent voter ballots shall be delivered to the
proper election board to be voted. If the registration does not
conply with the requirenments of this act, the clerk shall retain
t he absent voter ballots until the expiration of the tine that the
voted ball ots nust be kept and shall then destroy the ballots
Wi t hout opening the envel ope. The clerk may retain registration
fornms conpleted under this section in a separate file. The address
inthis state shown on a registration formis the residence of the
regi strant.

(4) The size of a precinct shall not be determ ned by
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registration fornms conpl eted under this section.

(5) A person described in subsection (1)(a) and (b) and a

eleetion— A QUALI FI ED ELECTOR, | NCLUDI NG A MEMBER OF THE ARMED
SERVI CES OR AN OVERSEAS VOTER WHO REGQ STERS TO VOTE BY FEDERAL
POSTCARD APPLI CATI ON UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1), WHO APPLI ES TO VOTE AS
AN ABSENT VOTER BY FEDERAL POSTCARD APPLI CATION | S ELI G BLE TO VOTE
AS AN ABSENT VOTER | N ANY LOCAL OR STATE ELECTI ON, | NCLUDI NG ANY
SCHOOL ELECTI ON, OCCURRI NG I N THE CALENDAR YEAR I N VWHI CH THE
FEDERAL POSTCARD APPLI CATION IS RECEI VED BY THE CI TY, VILLAGE, OR
TOWNSHI P CLERK, BUT NOT IN AN ELECTI ON FOR VWH CH THE APPLI CATION I S
RECEI VED BY THE CLERK AFTER 2 P.M OF THE SATURDAY BEFORE THE
ELECTION. A G TY OR TOMNSH P CLERK RECElI VI NG A FEDERAL POSTCARD
APPLI CATI ON SHALL TRANSM T TO A VI LLAGE CLERK AND SCHOOL DI STRI CT
ELECTI ON COORDI NATOR, VWHERE APPLI CABLE, THE NECESSARY | NFORMATI ON
TO ENABLE THE VI LLAGE CLERK AND SCHOOL DI STRI CT ELECTI ON

COCRDI NATOR TO FORWARD AN ABSENT VOTER BALLOT FOR EACH APPLI CABLE
ELECTI ON | N THAT CALENDAR YEAR TO THE QUALI FI ED ELECTOR SUBM TTI NG
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THE FEDERAL POSTCARD APPLI CATION. | F THE LOCAL ELECTI ONS OFFI C AL
REJECTS A REGQ STRATI ON OR ABSENT VOTER BALLOT APPLI CATI ON SUBM TTED
ON A FEDERAL POSTCARD APPLI CATI ON BY AN ABSENT ARMED SERVI CES OR
OVERSEAS VOTER, THE ELECTI ON OFFI Cl AL SHALL NOTI FY THE ARMED

SERVI CES OR OVERSEAS VOTER OF THE REJECTI ON.

(6) —Pursuant—to— UNDER the unifornmed and overseas citizens
absentee voting act, —PublHetlaw 99-410—100-Stat—924— 42 USC
1973FF TO 1973FF-6, the state director of elections shall approve a
ball ot form and registration procedures for electors in the arned
services and el ectors outside the United States, including the
spouses and dependents acconpanyi ng those el ectors.

(7) As used in this section, "armed services" neans any of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The United States arny, navy, air force, marine corps, or
coast guard.

(b) The United States merchant —arines— MARI NE

(c) A reserve conponent of an armed service listed in
subdi vision (a) or (b).

(d) The M chigan national guard as defined in section 105 of
the Mchigan mlitary act, 1967 PA 150, MCL 32.505.

Enacting section 1. Section 504 of the M chigan election |aw,

1954 PA 116, MCL 168.504, is repeal ed.

H02363' 05 (H-1) Fi nal Page STM



