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HB- 5441, As Passed House, Decenber 1, 2005

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 5441

A Dbill to amend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"”
by amendi ng section 57g (MCL 400.57g), as amended by 2001 PA 280.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 57g9. (1) The —+ftamtyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT
shal | develop a systemof penalties to be inposed if a recipient
fails to conply with applicable rules or the provisions of this
seet+on— ACT RELATED TO FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM BENEFI TS AND
WORK FI RST COVPLI ANCE. Penal ties may be cumrul ati ve and may i ncl ude
reduction of the grant, renoval of —anrindividual— THE RECI PI ENT
fromthe famly independence assistance group, and term nation of
assistance to the famly

(2) A penalty shall not be inposed if the recipient has
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denonstrated that there was good cause for failing to comply. The

famlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT shall determ ne the
ci rcunstances that constitute good cause based on factors that are
beyond the RECIPIENT'S control. —ef—afrecipient—

(3) —Recipients—whoare— A RECIPIENT WHO IS willing to

participate in activities leading to self-sufficiency but who
reguire— REQUI RES child care or transportation in order to
participate shall not be penalized if the —famlyindependence
agency— DEPARTMENT determines that child care or transportation is
not reasonably avail able or provided to —them H M OR HER

(4) The system of penalties devel oped under subsection (1)
shal | include both of the foll ow ng:

(a) Fam |y independence program benefits shall be term nated
if arecipient fails, w thout good cause, to conply with applicable
child support requirenments including efforts to establish paternity
and obtain child support. The assistance group is ineligible for
fam |y i ndependence program assi stance for not |ess than 1 cal endar
nonth. After assistance has been termnated for not less than 1
cal endar nonth, assistance may be restored if the nonconpli ant
reci pient conplies with child support requirenents including the
action to establish paternity and obtain child support.

(b) For any instance of nonconpliance, before determ ning that

a penalty shall be inposed, the —famlyindependence—agenecy

DEPARTMENT shall determine if good cause for nonconpliance exists.

The —famtyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT shall notify the

reci pient that he or she has 10 days to denonstrate good cause for

nonconpl i ance. |If THE DEPARTMENT DETERM NES THAT good cause —+s—hoet
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determnedto— DOES NOT exi st FOR THE NONCOWPLI ANCE, assi stance
shall be term nated. After term nation, the assistance group is
ineligible for fam |y i ndependence program assi stance for not | ess
than 1 cal endar nonth.

(5) For the —purpoeses— PURPOSE of this section,
"nonconpl i ance" neans 1 or nmore of the follow ng:

(a) Arecipient quits a job.

(b) Arecipient is fired for m sconduct or for absenteeism
W t hout good cause.

(c) Arecipient voluntarily reduces the hours of enploynment or
ot herw se reduces ear nings.

(d) A recipient does not participate in wrk first activities.

(6) If a recipient does not neet the recipient's individual
soctal—contract— PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN requirements, the
famty—independence—agency—way— DEPARTMENT SHALL i npose a penalty.

(7) After termnation for THE FIRST | NSTANCE OF nonconpl i ance,
t he assistance group is ineligible for famly independence program
assi stance for not |less than 1 cal endar nonth. After assistance has
been term nated for not |less than 1 cal endar nonth, famly
i ndependence program assi stance may be approved if the recipient
conpletes a willingness to conply test AND REEVALUATI ON OF THE
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN IS APPROVED AND AMENDED BY A FAM LY
| NDEPENDENCE SPECI ALI ST AND A WORK FI RST REPRESENTATI VE. AFTER
TERM NATI ON FOR A SECOND | NSTANCE OF NONCOWPLI ANCE, THE ASSI STANCE
GROUP IS I NELI G BLE FOR FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSI STANCE FOR
NOT LESS THAN 3 CALENDAR MONTHS. AFTER ASSI STANCE HAS BEEN
TERM NATED FOR NOT LESS THAN 3 CALENDAR MONTHS, FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE
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PROGRAM ASSI STANCE MAY BE APPROVED | F THE RECI PI ENT COVPLETES A

W LLI NGNESS TO COVPLY TEST AND REEVALUATI ON OF THE PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT PLAN IS APPROVED AND AMENDED BY A FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE
SPECI ALI ST AND A M CHI GAN WORKS AGENCY WORKER. For purposes of this
section, "willingness to conply" means participating in work first
or other self-sufficiency activities for up to 40 hours within 10
wor ki ng days. At the tine —any— A FIRST OR SECOND penalty is

i nposed under this section, the —famly independence—agency
DEPARTMENT shal |l provide the recipient witten notice of his or her
option to inmediately reapply for fam |y independence program
benefits and that he or she may conplete a "willingness to conply
test” during the penalty period. AT THE TIME A TH RD PENALTY IS

| MPOSED UNDER THI S SECTI ON, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE THE
RECI PI ENT WRI TTEN NOTI CE THAT HE OR SHE IS NO LONGER ELI d BLE TO
RECEI VE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSI STANCE AND THAT HE OR SHE
MAY NOT REAPPLY.

(8) —Fhefamlyindependence—agency— EACH COUNTY OFFI CE shal |

submt a report —ferthe periodbetweenFebruary—1,—2002and
DPecenber—34,—2002— ONCE EVERY 90 DAYS to the | egislature, the house

and senate fiscal agencies, —and— the appropriate house and senate
standi ng conm ttees that handle famly and children's issues, AND
THE HOUSE AND SENATE APPROPRI ATI ONS SUBCOWM TTEES FOR THE
DEPARTMENT BUDGET, that contains all of the follow ng information
for that time period:

(a) The nunber of sanctions inposed FOR FI RST | NSTANCES OF
NONCOVPLI ANCE and reappl i cati ons nade.

(B) THE NUMBER OF SANCTI ONS | MPOSED FOR SECOND | NSTANCES OF

H04626' 05 (H- 2) LTB



© 00 N o o0~ W N P

N N N N N N NN P P R R R R R R RP
N~ o o M WON P O © 00N OO0~ WDN P O

NONCOWVPLI ANCE AND REAPPLI CATI ONS MADE.

(C© THE NUMBER OF LI FETI ME BENEFI TS | MPOSED FOR THI RD
| NSTANCES OF NONCOWPLI ANCE

(D) —b)— The nunber of fam |y independence program cases
r eopened.

(E) e)— The nunber of —referralstoenergencyshelters by
thedepartrent— FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM CASES PERMANENTLY
CLGCSED.

4y T I : . : I oL " I
MW. 0

I . . I " : . |
children—

(9) EACH TIME A RECIPIENT | S SCHEDULED TO PARTI Cl PATE I N
ACTIVITIES TO FULFI LL THE WORK FI RST REQUI REMENT BUT FAILS TO
PARTI CI PATE | N THOSE ACTI VI TIES, THE ASSI STANCE GROUP' S FAM LY
| NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSI STANCE SHALL BE REDUCED BY AN AMOUNT PER
HOUR EQUAL TO THE CURRENT M NI MUM WAGE RATE AS SET I N STATE OR
FEDERAL LAW VWH CHEVER | S THE H GHER AMOUNT AT THE TI ME THE
REDUCTION IS | MPOSED. A REDUCTI ON OF FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM
ASSI STANCE UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON MAY BE | MPOSED ON THE ASSI STANCE
GROUP W THOUT THE REDUCTI ON BEI NG CONSI DERED A TERM NATI ON OF
BENEFI TS FOR NONCOWPLI ANCE UNDER SUBSECTI ON ( 10).

(10) AFTER THE THI RD TERM NATI ON FOR NONCOWPLI ANCE UNDER THI S
SECTI ON, THE ASSI STANCE GROUP | S | NELI G BLE TO RECElI VE ANY FAM LY
| NDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSI STANCE.

Enacting section 1. This anendatory act does not take effect

unless all of the following bills of the 93rd Legislature are
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