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HB- 5698, As Passed House, June 29, 2006

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 5698

A bill to amend 1846 RS 84, entitled
"Of divorce,”
(MCL 552.1 to 552.45) by adding section 5.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

SEC. 5. (1) EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTI ONS (6) AND (7), THE
PARTI ES TO A DI VORCE SHALL COVPLETE A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM AND
MAY COVPLETE A QUESTI ONNAI RE AS PROVIDED IN THI S SECTI ON BEFORE
ENTRY OF THE JUDGVENT OF DI VORCE. THI S SUBSECTI ON APPLI ES ONLY IF 1
OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG ARE TRUE:

(A) THE PARTIES ARE A M NOR CH LD S PARENTS.

(B) EI THER PARTY IS A M NOR CH LD S PHYSI CAL CUSTODI AN AT THE
TI ME OF FI LI NG THE COVPLAI NT FOR DI VORCE.

(C THE WFE IS PREGNANT AND, AFTER THE CHI LD IS BORN, THE
HUSBAND WOULD BE THE CHI LD S PRESUMED FATHER. | F THE PREGNANCY | S
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DI SCOVERED AFTER THE COWPLAI NT |'S FILED, BUT BEFORE ENTRY OF THE
JUDGMVENT OF DI VORCE, THE COURT SHALL NOT ENTER THE JUDGVENT UNTI L
THE PARTI ES COMPLY W TH THI' S SECTI ON.

(2) PARTIES TO WHOM SUBSECTI ON (1) APPLI ES SHALL COMPLETE A
DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM COVERI NG AT LEAST ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
SUBJECTS RELATED TO | SSUES REGARDI NG THE FOLLOW NG

(A) A CHILD I NVOLVED I N THE ACTI ON:

(i) DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES.

(ii) RESPONSES TO DI VORCE.

(iii) SYMPTOVE OF MALADJUSTMENT TO DI VORCE AND RESPONSES TO
MALADJ USTMENT.

(iv) EDUCATI ON OR COUNSELI NG OPTI ONS FOR THE CHI LD.

(B) PARTIES TO THE ACTI ON:

(i) COVMUNI CATI ON SKI LLS.

(ii) CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON SKI LLS.

(iii) EMOTI ONAL ADJUSTMENT, FAM LY ADJUSTMENT, FI NANCI AL
ADJUSTMENT, AND WORK ADJUSTMENT TECHNI QUES.

(iv) STRESS REDUCTI ON.

(v) PARALLEL AND COOPERATI VE PARENTI NG TECHNI QUES.

(vi) RECONCI LI ATI ON AND COUNSELI NG OPTI ONS, AND REMARRI AGE
| SSUES.

(vii) SUBSTANCE ABUSE | NFORVATI ON AND REFERRAL.

(C) COURT PROCEDURE AND PROCESS AS DESCRI BED | N | NFORMATI ON
AVAI LABLE FROM THE RELEVANT OFFI CE OF THE FRIEND OF THE COURT.

(3) PARTIES TO WHOM SUBSECTI ON (1) APPLI ES MAY COVPLETE A
QUESTI ONNAI RE BEFORE COMPLETI NG A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM THAT
SHALL BE CONFI DENTI AL, SHALL BE REVI EWED ONLY BY THE PROGRAM
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PROVI DER AND THE COURT OR COURT STAFF OR, DURI NG A CRI M NAL

I NVESTI GATI ON, BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OR A PROSECUTOR, AND SHALL NOT BE
A PART OF THE PUBLI C RECORD OF THAT DI VORCE ACTI ON AND | S EXEMPT
FROM THE FREEDOM OF | NFORVATI ON ACT, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 TO

15. 246. THE QUESTI ONNAI RE SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG QUESTI ONS AS
TO WHETHER THE DI VORCE W LL:

(A) 1 MPROVE, MAINTAIN, OR DIM NI SH THE LOVE, AFFECTI ON, AND
OTHER EMOTI ONAL TI ES EXI STI NG BETWEEN THE PARTI ES | NVOLVED AND THE
CHI LD.

(B) 1 MPROVE, MAINTAIN, OR DI M NI SH THE CAPACI TY AND
DI SPOsI TI ON OF THE PARTI ES | NVOLVED TO G VE THE CH LD LOVE,

AFFECTI ONS, AND GUI DANCE AND TO CONTI NUE THE EDUCATI ON AND RAI SI NG
OF THE CH LD IN THE CH LD S RELI A ON OR CREED, | F ANY.

(© I MPROVE, MAINTAIN, OR DIM NI SH THE CAPACI TY AND
DI SPCSI TI ON OF THE PARTI ES | NVOLVED TO PROVI DE THE CH LD W TH FQOOD,
CLOTH NG, MEDI CAL CARE, OR OTHER REMEDI AL CARE RECOGNI ZED AND
PERM TTED UNDER THE LAWS OF THI S STATE I N PLACE OF MEDI CAL CARE AND
OTHER MATERI AL NEEDS.

(D) UPSET A STABLE, SATI SFACTORY ENVI RONMENT.

(E) RESULT IN A SU TABLE LI VI NG ARRANGEMENT FOR THE CHI LD
I NVOLVED.

(F) 1 MPROVE, MAINTAIN, OR DIM NI SH THE MENTAL AND PHYSI CAL
HEALTH OF THE PARTI ES | NVOLVED.

(G I MPROVE, MAINTAIN, OR DIM NI SH SCHOOL AND COMMUNI TY RECORD
OF THE CHI LD.

(H 1 MPROVE, MAINTAIN, OR DIM NI SH THE W LLI NGNESS AND ABI LI TY
OF EACH OF THE PARENTS TO FACI LI TATE AND ENCOURAGE A CLOSE AND
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CONTI NUI NG PARENT AND CHI LD RELATI ONSHI P BETWEEN THE CHI LD AND THE
OTHER PARENT.

(1) REDUCE DQOVESTI C VI OLENCE OR MENTAL ANGUI SH OF ANY OF THE
PARTI ES | NVOLVED.

(4) THE PROVI DER OF A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM SHALL | SSUE A
CERTI FI CATE TO EACH | NDI VI DUAL WHO COVPLETES THE PROGRAM | NDI CATI NG
THAT COMPLETI ON.

(5) I'F THE | NDI VI DUAL CONDUCTI NG A PROCRAM DESCRI BED IN THI S
SECTION | S AN OFFI CI AL REPRESENTATI VE OF A RELI G QUS | NSTI TUTI ON,
THE PROGRAM MAY OM T A SUBJECT LI STED I N SUBSECTION (2) | F TRAI NI NG
OR EDUCATI ON ON THAT SUBJECT WOULD VI OLATE A TENET OF THE RELI G OUS
I NSTI TUTI ON.

(6) THE COURT SHALL NOT ORDER A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM | F A
PARTY TO THE MARRI AGE FI LES A SWORN STATEMENT STATI NG THAT THE
PARTY IS A VICTIM OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE BY THE OTHER PARTY. THE
SWORN STATEMENT SHALL BE CONFI DENTI AL, SHALL BE REVI EWED ONLY BY
THE COURT OR, DURI NG A CRI M NAL | NVESTI GATI ON, BY LAW ENFORCEMENT
OR A PROSECUTOR, AND SHALL NOT BE A PART OF THE PUBLI C RECORD OF
THAT DI VORCE ACTION. THE SWORN STATEMENT | S EXEMPT FROM THE FREEDOM
OF | NFORVATI ON ACT, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 TO 15. 246. THE COURT
MAY OTHERW SE EXCUSE A PARTY TO A DI VORCE ACTI ON FROM ATTENDI NG A
Dl VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM FOR GOOD CAUSE | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LI M TED
TO, AVAI LABI LITY OF THE PROGRAM OR THE PARTY'S ABILITY TO PAY. IF A
PARTY 1S NOT EXEMPT OR EXCUSED FROM A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM AS
PROVI DED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON AND THE PARTY FAILS TO COWLETE A
DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM THE COURT NMAY HOLD THE PARTY | N CONTEMPT,
PUNI SHABLE AS PROVI DED I N THE REVI SED JUDI CATURE ACT OF 1961, 1961
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PA 236, MCL 600. 101 TO 600. 9947, OR NAY | MPOSE ANOTHER SANCTI ON
REASONABLE | N THE Cl RCUMSTANCES, AND MAY ENTER A JUDGVENT OF
DI VORCE DESPI TE THE PARTY'S FAI LURE TO COVPLETE A DI VORCE EFFECTS
PROGRAM

(7) BEG NNI NG ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATCORY ACT THAT
ADDED THI' S SECTION, | F A COURT HAS | NSTI TUTED A PROGRAM SIM LAR TO
A DI VORCE EFFECTS PROGRAM DESCRI BED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1), THE COURT
IS IN COVPLI ANCE WTH THI S SECTI ON AND IS NOT REQUI RED TO | NSTI TUTE
OR ORDER ANOTHER PROGRAM

(8) AS USED IN THI' S SECTI ON, "DOMESTI C VI OLENCE" MEANS THAT
TERM AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1 OF 1978 PA 389, MCL 400. 1501.
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