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SB- 0161, As Passed House, Decenber 7, 2005

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BILL NO 161

A bill to anend 1994 PA 451, entitled

"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"”

by amendi ng section 82119 (MCL 324.82119), as added by 1995 PA 58.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CH GAN ENACT

Sec. 82119. (1) A person shall not operate a snowrobile upon a

publ i c highway, |and used as an airport or street, or on a public

or private parking ot not specifically designated for the use of

snownpbi | es except

ci rcunst ances:

under the follow ng conditions and

(a) —A— SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (2), A snownpbile may be

operated on the ri

access highway, if

ght -of -way of a public highway, except a limted

it is operated at the extrene right of the open

portion of the right-of-way and with the flow of traffic on the

hi ghway. However,
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of a public highway against the flow of traffic if the right-of-way
is a snowmmobile trail THAT IS designated by the departnent in the
pl an devel oped pursuant to section 82106(2) and THAT is approved by
the state transportation departnent. —andthedepartrent—
Snownobi | es operated on the right-of-way of a public highway, as
provided in this subdivision, shall travel single file and shal
not be operated abreast except when overtaking and passi ng anot her
snownobi le. In the absence of a posted snowmbile speed limt, a
snownobi | e operated on the right-of-way of a public highway, as
provided in this subdivision, shall —bet+imtedtoe— NOT EXCEED the
speed limt posted on the public highway.

(B) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (2), A SNOWOBI LE MAY BE OPERATED ON
THE RI GHT- OF-WAY OF A LIM TED ACCESS PUBLIC HGMAY IF IT IS
OPERATED ON A SNOMWWCBI LE TRAI L THAT 1S DESI GNATED BY THE DEPARTMENT
IN THE PLAN DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 82106(2) AND THAT I S
APPROVED BY THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT. A SNOWMOBI LE SHALL
ONLY BE OPERATED ON THAT RI GHT- OF-WAY I N THE MANNER PROVI DED | N
THAT PLAN. | N ADDI TI ON, A SNOWOBI LE OPERATED ON THE RI GHT- OF- WAY
OF A PUBLI C H GHWAY, AS PROVIDED IN THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, SHALL TRAVEL
SINGLE FI LE AND SHALL NOT BE OPERATED ABREAST EXCEPT WHEN
OVERTAKI NG AND PASSI NG ANOTHER SNOAWMOBI LE. | N THE ABSENCE OF A
POSTED SNOWVOBI LE SPEED LIM T, A SNOWCOBI LE OPERATED ON THE RI GHT-
OF-WAY OF A PUBLIC H GHWAY, AS PROVIDED IN TH S SUBDI VI SI ON, SHALL
NOT EXCEED THE SPEED LIM T POSTED ON THE PUBLI C H GWAY.

(C© —b)— A snowmobil e nay be operated on the roadway or
shoul der when necessary to cross a bridge or culvert if the

snowmobi l e is brought to a conplete stop before entering onto the
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roadway or shoul der and the driver yields the right-of-way to an
appr oachi ng vehicle on the hi ghway.

(D) €e)— In a court action in this state where conpetent
evi dence denonstrates that a vehicle that is permtted to be
operated on a highway pursuant to the M chigan vehicle code, —-Aet
No—300—of—the PubleActs o 1948 being Ssections 2571 10257 923
of—theM-chiganh—Conpiedtaws—s—+n—a—-cotston— 1949 PA 300, MCL
257.1 TO 257.923, COLLIDED with a snownobile on a roadway, the
driver of the snownobile involved in the collision shall be
considered prima facie negligent.

(E) — A snowmpbil e nay be operated across a public highway
other than a limted access highway, at right angles to the
hi ghway, for the purpose of getting from1l area to anot her when the
operation can be done in safety and another vehicle is not crossing
the highway at the sane tine in the sanme general area. An operator
shall bring his or her snowrobile to a conplete stop before
proceedi ng across the public highway and shall yield the right-of-
way to all oncoming traffic.

(F) —e)— Snowmobil es may be operated on a highway in a county
road systemthat is not normally snowpl owed for vehicular traffic
and on the plowed right-of-way or shoul der when no ri ght-of -way
exi sts on a snowpl owed hi ghway in the county road system outside
the corporate limts of a city or village, that is designated and
mar ked for snownobile use by the county road comm ssi on havi ng
jurisdiction. Upon the request of a county road comm ssion that has
designated all county roads outside the corporate limts of a city

or village for snowrobile use, the state transportati on depart nent
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shal | erect at county road conmm ssi on expense and shall naintain

in accordance with the M chigan manual of uniformtraffic contro
devi ces standards, the basic snowrobile sign unit together with a
suppl enment al panel stating "permtted on right-of-way or shoul der
of all .......... (county nane) roads -- —Aet—74of P-A—1968- MCL
324.82119" at the county line on all state trunk |ine highways and
county roads. A SI GN ERECTED BEFORE THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE 2005
AVMENDATORY ACT THAT AMENDED THI S SECTI ON MAY ClI TE 1968 PA 74

| NSTEAD OF CI TING TH S SECTI ON

(9 —H— A —duly—econstituted— | aw enforcenent officer of a
[ ocal unit of governnent or the state may authorize use of a
snownmobi |l e on a public highway or street within his or her
jurisdiction when an emergency occurs and conventi onal notor
vehi cl es cannot be used for transportation due to snow or other
extrenme hi ghway conditions.

(HH —g)— A snownobile may be operated on a hi ghway or street
for a special event of limted duration conducted according to a
prearranged schedule only under permt fromthe governnental unit
having jurisdiction. The event may be conducted on the frozen
surface of public waters only under permt fromthe departnent.

(') —h)— Acity or village by ordinance may designate 1 or
nore specific public highways or streets within its jurisdiction as
egress and ingress routes for the use of snownobiles. A city or
village acting under the authority of this subdivision shall erect
and maintain, in accordance with the M chigan manual of uniform
traffic control devices standards, a sign unit giving proper notice

of the designation.
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(2) THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES MAY PERVANENTLY PRCHI Bl T SNOAVOBI LE USE AS
DESCRI BED | N SUBSECTI ON (1) (A) OR (B) IN A HI GHWAY RI GHT- OF- WAY | F,
W THI N 10 YEARS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT THAT
ADDED THI'S SUBSECTI ON, ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS ARE MET

(A) THE RI GHT- OF- WAY |'S DESI GNATED I N A CLOSURE PLAN DEVELOPED
BY THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES AND APPROVED BY THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON
COVM SSI ON AND THE COVM SSI ON OF NATURAL RESOURCES.

(B) THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES HAVE HELD A PUBLI C HEARI NG ON THE PROPOSED
PROHI BI TION | N THE COUNTY WHERE THE PROHIBI TION IS TO APPLY. THE
STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMVENT AND THE DEPARTMVENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES SHALL G VE NOTI CE OF THE HEARI NG BY PUBLI CATION IN A
NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL Cl RCULATI ON | N THE COUNTY NOT MORE THAN 21 OR
LESS THAN 7 DAYS BEFORE THE HEARI NG

(C) THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT AND THE DEPARTMENT
HAVE CONSULTED ON THE PROPOSED PRCHI Bl TI ON W TH THE SNOWVOBI LE
ADVI SORY COMM TTEE CREATED UNDER SECTI ON 82102A.

(D) SNOWVDBI LE USE | N THAT RI GHT- OF- WAY POSES A PARTI CULAR AND
DEMONSTRABLE THREAT TO PUBLI C SAFETY.

(E) THE DEPARTMENT HAS DESI GNATED AND, | F REQUI RED UNDER
SUBSECTI ON (1) (A) OR (B), THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT HAS
APPROVED AN ALTERNATI VE SNOWVOBI LE TRAI L THAT MEETS ALL OF THE
FOLLOWN NG REQUI REMENTS:

(i) 1S OPEN FOR USE AND FUNCTI ONAL DURI NG SNOWVOBI LE SEASON.

(ii) BYPASSES THE Hl GHWAY RI GHT- OF- WAY ON WH CH SNOWWOBI LE USE

S01479' 05 (S-2) T™W



© 00 N o o B~ wWw N P

[
= O

I'S TO BE PROHI BI TED.

(iii) PROVI DES ACCESS TO ANY QUALI FI ED BUSI NESS THAT, WHEN THE
ALTERNATI VE SNOWVOBI LE TRAI L |'S DESI GNATED, |'S LOCATED ALONG THE
H GHWAY Rl GHT- OF- WAY ON WH CH SNOWVOBI LE USE |'S TO BE PROHI Bl TED,
AS USED I N TH' S SUBPARAGRAPH, "QUALI FI ED BUSI NESS' MEANS A GAS
STATI ON, RESTAURANT, HOTEL, MOTEL, CONVEN ENCE STORE, OR GROCERY
STORE OR ANY OTHER BUSI NESS THAT RELIES ON SNOWOBI LE- BASED
COMVERCE.

(3) THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES MAY PROMULGATE RULES TO | MPLEMENT SUBSECTI ONS
(1) (B) AND (2).
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