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SB- 0917, As Passed House, Septenber 13, 2006

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BILL NO. 917

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Nat ural resources and environnmental protection act,"”
(MCL 324.101 to 324.90106) by adding part 512.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
PART 512
SUSTAI NABLE FOREST CONSERVATI ON EASEMENT TAX | NCENTI VES

SEC. 51201. (1) NOTW THSTANDI NG SECTI ON 51105, AN OMNER OF
COMVERCI AL FORESTLAND THAT 1S SUBJECT TO A SUSTAI NABLE FOREST
CONSERVATI ON EASEMENT |'S SUBJECT TO AN ANNUAL SPECI FI C TAX EQUAL TO
THE ANNUAL SPECI FI C TAX LEVI ED UNDER SECTI ON 51105 LESS 15 CENTS
PER ACRE. THE SPECI FI C TAX DESCRI BED IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE
ADM NI STERED, COLLECTED, AND DI STRI BUTED | N THE SAME MANNER AS THE
SPECI FI C TAX LEVI ED I N SECTI ON 51105.

(2) AN APPLI CATI ON FOR SUSTAI NABLE FOREST CONSERVATI ON
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EASEMENT TAX | NCENTI VES DESCRI BED I N THI S PART SHALL BE SUBM TTED
ON A FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THE APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE
POSTMARKED OR DELI VERED TO THE DEPARTMENT NOT LATER THAN APRIL 1 TO
BE ELI G BLE FOR APPROVAL FOR THE FOLLOW NG TAX YEAR | N ADDI TION TO
ANY | NFORVATI ON THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAY REASONABLY REQUI RE BY RULE,
THE APPLI CANT SHALL PROVI DE ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG TO THE DEPARTMENT:

(A) A NONREFUNDABLE APPLI CATI ON FEE IN THE AMOUNT OF $2.00 PER
ACRE OR FRACTI ON OF AN ACRE, BUT NOT LESS THAN $200. 00 AND NOT MORE
THAN $1, 000. 00. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REM T THE APPLI CATI ON FEE TO
THE STATE TREASURER FOR DEPGCSI T | NTO THE COMVERCI AL FOREST FUND
UNDER SECTI ON 51112.

(B) A COPY OF THE CONSERVATI ON EASEMENT COVERI NG THE
FORESTLAND.

(3) THE OMNER OF COMMERCI AL FORESTLANDS SUBJECT TO A
SUSTAI NABLE FOREST CONSERVATI ON EASEMENT | S ENTI TLED TO CUT OR
REMOVE FOREST PRODUCTS ON H' S OR HER COMMERCI AL FORESTLANDS | F THE
OMER COWPLI ES W TH PART 511 AND THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE
SUSTAI NABLE FOREST CONSERVATI ON EASEMENT.

(4) I'F COMVERCI AL FORESTLAND SUBJECT TO A SUSTAI NABLE FOREST
CONSERVATI ON EASEMENT |'S USED IN VI CLATI ON OF TH S PART OR THE
SUSTAI NABLE FOREST CONSERVATI ON EASEMENT, THE OMANER IN ADDI TION TO
ANY OTHER PENALTI ES PROVI DED BY LAW SHALL PAY A PENALTY, PER ACRE,
FOR EACH YEAR IN WH CH THE VI OLATI ON OCCURS EQUAL TO THE DI FFERENCE
BETWEEN THE SPECI FI C TAX PAI D UNDER THI S PART AND THE SPECI FI C TAX
THAT WOULD OTHERW SE BE PAI D UNDER PART 511. THE SPECI FI C TAX
COLLECTED UNDER THI S PART SHALL BE PAI D TO THE TOMNSHI P TREASURER
IN WH CH THE COMMERCI AL FORESTLAND | S LOCATED. THE PENALTY SHALL BE
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DI STRI BUTED BY THE TOWNSHI P TREASURER | N THE SAME MANNER AS THE
SPECI FI C TAX |'S DI STRI BUTED.

(5) AS USED IN THI S PART:

(A) "COWERCI AL FORESTLAND' MEANS COMMERCI AL FORESTLAND THAT
| S ENROLLED UNDER PART 511.

(B) "DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES.

(C) "FORESTLAND' MEANS THAT TERM AS DEFI NED | N PART 511.

(D) "SUSTAI NABLE FOREST CONSERVATI ON EASEMENT" MEANS A
CONSERVATI ON EASEMENT DESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 2140 ON COMVERCI AL
FORESTLAND THAT |'S APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND MEETS ALL OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(i) 1'S AN EASEMENT GRANTED | N PERPETUI TY TO THI S STATE, A
POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SION OF THI S STATE, OR A CHARI TABLE ORGANI ZATI ON
DESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 501(C) (3) OF THE | NTERNAL REVENUE CODE, 26 USC
501, THAT ALSO MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON 170(H)(3) OF THE
| NTERNAL REVENUE CODE, 26 USC 170.

(i) COVERS COMVERCI AL FORESTLAND OF 40 OR MORE ACRES I N Sl ZE.

(iii) PROVI DES THAT THE FORESTLAND SUBJECT TO THE CONSERVATI ON
EASEMENT OR THE MANAGER OF THE FORESTLAND SUBJECT TO THE
CONSERVATI ON EASEMENT |'S AND CONTI NUES TO BE CERTI FI ED UNDER A
SUSTAI NABLE FORESTRY CERTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM THAT USES | NDEPENDENT
THI RD PARTY AUDI TORS AND THAT |'S RECOGNI ZED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(iv) PROVI DES THAT THE FORESTLAND SUBJECT TO THE CONSERVATI ON
EASEMENT PROVI DES FOR THE NONMOTORI ZED RECREATI ONAL USE OF THE
FORESTLAND BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C.

S02734' 05 (S-2) Fi nal Page JLB



