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SB- 0971, As Passed House, June 29, 2006

HOUSE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BILL NO. 971

A bill to anmend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Nat ural resources and environnmental protection act,"”
by amendi ng sections 35103 and 74102a (MCL 324. 35103 and
324.74102a), section 35103 as anmended by 1996 PA 290 and section
74102a as added by 2004 PA 392, and by addi ng section 74102b

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 35103. (1) The departnent shall annually review all state
| and under its control and identify those tracts that in its
j udgnent best exhibit the characteristics of a wilderness area,
wi |l d area, or natural area. The departnent shall determ ne which
land in its judgment is nost suitable for dedication as w | derness
areas, wild areas, or natural areas. The departnent shal
adm ni ster the proposed |land so as to protect its natural val ues.

(2) Acitizen may propose to the departnment land that in his
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or her judgnent exhibits the characteristics of a wilderness area,
wild area, or natural area and is suitable for dedication by the
departnent as such or may propose the alteration or wthdrawal of
previ ously dedi cated areas. Land under control of the departnent

t hat has been dedi cated or designated before August 3, 1972 as a
natural area, nature study area, preserve, natural reservation

wi | derness, or wilderness study area shall be considered by the
departrent and, if eligible, proposed for dedication. The proposals
of the departnent shall be filed with both houses of the

| egi sl ature.

(3) Wthin 90 days after land is proposed in accordance with
subsections (1) or (2), the departnent shall nake the dedication or
issue a witten statenent of its principal reasons for denying the
proposal . The departnent shall dedicate a wilderness area, wld
area, or natural area, or alter or withdraw the dedi cation, by
promul gating a rule. The departnment shall hold a public hearing
relative to the dedication in the county where the land to be
dedi cated is | ocated before a rule nmaking the dedication may be
promul gated. Not nore than 10% of state |and under the control of
t he departnent shall be dedicated pursuant to this subsection. Al
persons who have notified the departnent in witing during a
cal endar year of their interest in dedication of areas under this
part shall be furnished by the departnent with a notice of al
areas pending dedication or alteration or w thdrawal from
dedi cation during that cal endar year.

(4) The departnment nmay exchange dedi cated |and for the purpose

of acquiring other land that, in its judgnment, is nore suitable for
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t he purposes of this part.

(5) EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I'N SUBSECTION (4), PRIOR TO
RECOMMENDI NG THE TRANSFER OF ANY LAND THAT |'S DEDI CATED AS A
W LDERNESS AREA, A W LD AREA, OR A NATURAL AREA UNDER THI S PART,
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTI FY THE CI Tl ZENS COW TTEE FOR M CHI GAN
STATE PARKS CREATED I N SECTI ON 74102A AND SHALL PLACE A PUBLI C
NOTI CE | N A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL Cl RCULATION I N THE AREA I N VH CH
THE DEDI CATED LAND | S LOCATED DESCRI BI NG THE PROPOSED TRANSFER
EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTI ON (4), DEDI CATED LAND SHALL NOT BE
TRANSFERRED EXCEPT AS SPECI FI CALLY AUTHORI ZED BY LAW

Sec. 74102a. (1) The citizens committee for Mchigan state
parks is created within the departnent.

(2) The commttee shall consist of 17 individuals appointed by
the director with the advice of the conm ssion

(3) The nmenbers first appointed to the commttee shall be
appointed within 60 days after the effective date of the amendatory
act that added this section.

(4) Menbers of the conmittee shall serve for terns of 4 years
or until a successor is appointed, whichever is |ater, except that
of the nenbers first appointed 6 shall serve for 4 years, 6 shal
serve for 3 years, and 5 shall serve for 2 years.

(5) If a vacancy occurs on the conmttee, the director shal
make an appoi ntnent for the unexpired termin the same nmanner as
the original appointnent.

(6) The commttee may renove a nmenber of the commttee for
i nconpetency, dereliction of duty, nal feasance, m sfeasance, or

nonf easance in office, or any other good cause upon a najority vote
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of the nenbers. An individual shall be renoved fromthe conmttee
if he or she does not attend 4 consecutive neetings of the
committee.

(7) The first nmeeting of the commttee shall be called by the
director. At the first nmeeting, the conmttee shall elect from
anong its nmenbers a chairperson and other officers as it considers
necessary or appropriate. After the first neeting, the commttee
shall neet at |east twi ce each year, or nore frequently at the cal
of the chairperson or if requested by 9 or nore nenbers.

(8) N ne nenbers of the commttee constitute a quorumfor the
transaction of business at a neeting of the commttee. A ngjority
of the nenbers present and serving are required for official action
of the commttee.

(9) The business that the commttee may performshall be
conducted at a public neeting of the commttee held in conpliance
wi th the open neetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275.

(10) A witing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or
retained by the conmmttee in the performance of an officia
function is subject to the freedomof information act, 1976 PA 442,
MCL 15.231 to 15. 246.

(11) Menbers of the commttee shall serve wi thout
conpensati on. However, menbers of the conmttee nmay be rei nbursed
for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance
of their official duties as menbers of the commttee.

(12) The conmmttee shall do all of the follow ng:

(a) Advise and nake recomendations to the governor, the

conmmi ssion, and the |legislature on state parks policy and provide
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gui dance on state parks devel opnent, managenent, and pl anni ng
i ssues.

(b) Seek the devel opnment of a broad variety of prograns,
facilities, and services for our citizens utilizing the state
par ks.

(c) Informand educate the public about the inportance of and
need for state parks.

(d) Strive to involve citizens in the planning and devel opnent
of state parks and to ensure that the facilities, prograns, and
projects are barrier-free and accessible to all citizens.

(e) Establish and maintain effective public relations
regardi ng state parks, utilizing all appropriate comuni cations
medi a.

(f) Advise on financial planning and pursue adequate budget
support for state parks.

(g) Serve as a liaison and coordinate with other agencies to
ensure a cooperative effort to provide the nost effective and
economi cal services possible at state parks.

(h) —Evaluate— WTHI N 2 YEARS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE
AMENDATORY ACT THAT ADDED SUBDI VI SI ON (J) AND PERI ODI CALLY
THEREAFTER, EVALUATE AND SUBM T A REPORT TO THE STANDI NG COW TTEES
OF THE LEG SLATURE W TH JURI SDI CTI ON OVER | SSUES PERTAI NI NG TO
NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE ENVI RONMVENT ON t he state parks prograns,
facilities, services, and rel ationshi ps —periodiecally— to assure
that the commttee's goals and objectives are being achieved.

(i) Advise and nake recommendations to the departnment on the

gem of the parks award, the state parks volunteer of the year
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award, and the state parks enpl oyee of the year award establi shed
under section 74124.

(J) REVI EW AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE DEPARTMENT ON
VWHETHER LAND W THI N A STATE PARK SHOULD BE TRANSFERRED AS PROVI DED
I N SECTI ON 74102B.

(13) The chairperson of the commttee shall ensure that al
proposed policy positions of the conmttee are sent to the
commttee nmenbers at |east 1 week in advance of the neeting at
which the policy position will be acted upon. The commttee may
adopt an energency resolution that has not been sent to commttee
nmenbers at |least 1 week prior to a neeting of the conmttee, but
only upon the approval of 3/4 of those present at the neeting.

SEC. 74102B. (1) PRI OR TO RECOMMENDI NG THAT THE STATE TRANSFER
MORE THAN 100 ACRES OR MORE THAN 15% OF THE TOTAL ACREACE OF A
STATE PARK, VWH CHEVER | S LESS, BY SALE OR OTHERW SE, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL DO BOTH OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) SUBM T A PROPCSAL W TH DETAI LED | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG THE
POTENTI AL TRANSFER TO THE COW TTEE FOR | TS REVI EW AND
RECOVMENDATI ON.

(B) SUBMT A PROPCSAL W TH DETAI LED | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG THE
POTENTI AL TRANSFER TO THE COWM SSI ON FOR | TS REVI EW AND APPROVAL.

(C© HOLD A PUBLI C HEARI NG FOLLOW NG APPROPRI ATE PUBLI C
NOTICE, IN THE VICINITY OF THE STATE PARK

(2) UPON RECEI PT OF A PROPOSAL UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1), THE
COW TTEE SHALL REVI EW THE PROPCSAL AND MAKE A RECOMVENDATI ON TO
THE DEPARTMENT. THE COWM TTEE' S RECOMMENDATI ON IS NOT BI NDI NG ON
THE DEPARTMENT.
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(3) FOLLOW NG THE PUBLI C HEARI NG UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1) AND
RECEI PT OF THE COW TTEE' S RECOMVENDATI ON UNDER SUBSECTION (2), IF
THE COWM SSI ON HAS APPROVED THE PROPOSED TRANSFER, THE DEPARTMENT
MAY PREPARE A VWRI TTEN RECOMMENDATI ON FOR THE TRANSFER OF LAND
W TH N A STATE PARK. THE WRI TTEN RECOVMENDATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE THE
COW TTEE' S RECOMVENDATI ON. THE WRI TTEN RECOMVENDATI ON SHALL BE
SUBM TTED TO THE STANDI NG COM TTEES OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES W TH JURI SDI CTl1 ON OVER | SSUES PRI MARI LY PERTAI NI NG
TO NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE ENVI RONVENT AND TO THE SENATE AND
HOUSE APPROPRI ATI ONS COW TTEES. | F THE RECOMMVENDATION | S FOR THE
TRANSFER OF MORE THAN 100 ACRES OR MORE THAN 15% OF THE TOTAL
ACREAGE OF A STATE PARK, VWH CHEVER | S LESS, TO ANOTHER PUBLI C
ENTI TY W THOUT COVPENSATI ON, THE RECOMVENDATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE A
PROPOSED DEED RESTRI CTI ON ON THE LAND THAT PROVI DES FOR PUBLI C
ACCESS TO THE LAND FOR PURPGCSES OF HUNTI NG AND FI SH NG AND OTHER
SI M LAR RECREATI ONAL USES OF THE LAND.

(4) THE TRANSFER OF MORE THAN 100 ACRES OR MORE THAN 15% OF
THE TOTAL ACREAGE OF A STATE PARK, VWH CHEVER IS LESS, |'S PRCH BI TED
UNLESS SPECI FI CALLY AUTHORI ZED BY LAW

(5) STATE PARK LAND, OTHER THAN STATE PARK LAND DESCRI BED I N
SUBSECTI ON (4), SHALL NOT BE SOLD UNLESS ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
CONDI TI ONS ARE MET:

(A) THE DEPARTMENT HAS POSTED ON I TS WEBSI TE NOTI CE OF THE
PROPCSED SALE.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT HAS PROVI DED WRI TTEN NOTI CE OF THE PROPCSED
SALE TO THE STANDI NG COMWM TTEES OF THE LEG SLATURE W TH
JURI SDI CTI ON OVER | SSUES PRI MARI LY DEALI NG W TH NATURAL RESOURCES
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AND THE ENVI RONMENT.

(C© THE COWM SSI ON HAS APPROVED THE SALE.

(D) THE SALE IS NOT COVPLETED FOR A PERI OD OF AT LEAST 30 DAYS
AFTER THE NOTI CE HAS BEEN PROVI DED TO THE STANDI NG COW TTEES UNDER
SUBDI VI SI ON (B).

(6) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PUBLISH ON I TS WEBSI TE A LI ST OF THE
ACREAGE OF EACH STATE PARK ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY
ACT THAT ADDED TH S SUBSECTI ON.

(7) AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON:

(A) "STATE PARK" NMEANS LAND W THI N THE DEDI CATED BOUNDARY OF A
STATE PARK OR STATE RECREATI ON AREA THAT WAS DESI GNATED AS A STATE
PARK OR STATE RECREATI ON AREA ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE
AMENDATORY ACT THAT ADDED THI S SECTI ON AND ANY LAND W THI N THE
DEDI CATED BOUNDARY OF A STATE PARK OR STATE RECREATI ON AREA THAT IS
DESI GNATED AS A STATE PARK OR STATE RECREATI ON AREA BY THE DI RECTOR
AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT THAT ADDED THI S
SECTI ON.

(B) "TOTAL ACREAGE OF A STATE PARK' MEANS THE TOTAL ACREAGE
W THI N THE DEDI CATED BOUNDARI ES OF A STATE PARK ON THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT THAT ADDED THI' S SECTI ON OR THE LARGEST
AMOUNT OF ACREACE | NCLUDED W THI N THE DEDI CATED BOUNDARI ES OF A
STATE PARK AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT THAT
ADDED THI S SECTI ON, WHI CHEVER | S GREATER

Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect
unl ess Senate Bill No. 972 of the 93rd Legislature is enacted into

| aw.

S05335' 05 * (H3) Fi nal Page JCB



