HOUSE BILL No. 4228
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HOUSE BILL No. 4228

February 8, 2005, Introduced by Rep. Ward and referred to the Committee on House
Oversight, Elections, and Ethics.

A bill to anmend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election | aw, "
by amendi ng sections 495, 500a, and 759 (MCL 168. 495, 168.500a, and
168. 759), sections 495 and 500a as anended by 1995 PA 87 and
section 759 as anended by 1995 PA 261

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 495. AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO REQ STERS AS AN ELECTOR SHALL
COWLETE A REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON. The registration —affidavit
regquired—under—seetion—493— APPLI CATION shall contain all of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The name of the elector.

(b) The residence address of the elector, including the street

and nunber or rural route and box nunber and the apartnent nunber,
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i f any.

(c) The birthplace and date of birth of the el ector.

(d) The driver's |license or state personal identification card
nunber of the elector, if avail able.

(e) A statenent that the elector is a citizen of the United
St at es.

(f) A statenent that the elector is at the tinme of conpleting
t he —affidavit— APPLI CATION, or will be on the date of the next
el ection, not less than 18 years of age.

(g) A statenent that the elector has or will have lived in
this state not | ess than 30 days before the next el ection.

(h) A statenent that the elector has or will have established
his or her residence in the towship, city, or village in which the
el ector is applying for registration not |ess than 30 days before
t he next el ection.

(i) A statement that the elector is or will be a qualified
el ector of the township, city, or village on the date of the next
el ecti on.

(j) A space in which the elector shall state the place of the
elector's last registration, if any.

(K)y A SPACE FOR THE ELECTOR TO SI GN AND CERTI FY TO THE TRUTH
OF THE STATEMENTS ON THE REQ STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON.

(1) A SPACE FOR THE ELECTOR TO MARK | F THE ELECTOR W SHES TO BE
LI STED ON A PERVANENT ABSENTEE VOTERS LI ST.

Sec. 500a. (1) The secretary of state or the secretary of
state's agent shall afford —a—persoen— AN | NDI VI DUAL who appears in
a departnment of state branch office or —a—persen— AN | NDI VI DUAL who
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applies for renewal of an operator's or chauffeur's |icense under

section 307 of the M chigan vehicle code, —-Aet—No—300of the

Laws— 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.307, an opportunity to conplete an

application to register to vote or to change the —persen-—s

I NDI VIDUAL' S voting registration nane or address, if the applicant
possesses the qualifications of an elector on the date of
application or will possess the qualifications at the next

el ection. This subsection does not require a registered elector to
periodically reregister or to renew his or her registration. The
appHeation—+for— registrati on APPLI CATI ON made under this section
shall contain all of the foll ow ng:

(a) The name of the applicant.

(b) The residence address of the applicant, including the
street and nunber or rural route and box number and apart nment
nunber, if any.

(c) The city or township and county of residence of the
applicant, and the school district of the applicant, if known.

(d) The date of birth of the applicant.

(e) The birthplace of the applicant.

(f) The driver's |license or state personal identification card
nunber of the applicant, if avail able.

(g) A statenent that the applicant has the qualifications of
an elector as of the date of applying for registration, or wll
have the qualifications of an elector at the next election.

(h) A statenent that the registration is not effective unti

processed by the clerk of the city or township in which the
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appl i cant resides.

(i) A statenent that the applicant, if qualified, nay vote at
an election occurring not |less than 30 days after the date of
conpl eting the application.

(j) A space to indicate the applicant's |ast place of
regi stration, if any.

(k) A statement authorizing the cancellation of registration
at the applicant's last place of registration.

() A space for the applicant to sign and certify to the truth
of the statenents on the application.

(M A SPACE FOR THE APPLI CANT TO MARK | F THE APPLI CANT W SHES
TO BE LI STED ON A PERMANENT ABSENTEE VOTERS LI ST.

(2) The applicant shall sign the REG STRATI ON applicati on.
Upon —reeceipt—of— RECEI VING the application, the agent shall sign
the application, stanp the application with a validation stanp, and
provi de the applicant with a receipt verifying the registration
application. The agent shall pronptly forward the application to
the county clerk of the applicant's residence or to a city or
townshi p clerk designated by the secretary of state.

Sec. 759. (1) At any time during the 75 days before a primary
or special primary, but not later than 2 p.m of the Saturday
i medi ately before the primary or special primary, an el ector who
gqualifies to vote as an absent voter, as defined in section 758,
may apply for an absent voter ballot. The elector shall apply in
person or by mail with the clerk of the township, city, or village
in which the elector is registered OR, FOR A SCHOOL ELECTION, WTH
THE SECRETARY OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT I N WH CH

00250' 05 ac



© 00 N o o0~ W N P

N N N N N N NN P P R R R R R R P
N~ o oo M WN P O © 0N OO0~ WDN B O

THE ELECTOR RESI DES. An application received before a primary or
special primary may be for either that primary only, or for that
primary and the el ection that follows.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (1), at any
time during the 75 days before an election, but not later than 2
p.m of the Saturday before the election, an elector who qualifies
to vote as an absent voter, as defined in section 758, may apply
for an absent voter ballot. The elector shall apply in person or by
mail with the clerk of the township, city, or village in which the
voter is registered OR, FOR A SCHOOL ELECTION, WTH THE SECRETARY
OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT I N WHI CH THE ELECTOR
RESI DES.

(3) An application for an absent voter ballot under this
section may be made in any of the follow ng ways:

(a) By a witten request signed by the —veter— ELECTOR stating
the statutory grounds for making the application.

(b) On an absent voter ballot application form —providedfor
t hat —purpese—by— the clerk of the city, township, or village OR
THE SECRETARY OF A SCHOOL BOARD PROVI DES TO THE ELECTOR.

(c) On a federal postcard application

(4) EACH CITY, TOMSH P, OR VILLAGE CLERK AND SECRETARY OF A
SCHOOL BOARD SHALL COWPI LE AND MAI NTAIN A LI ST OF ELECTORS WHO
REQUEST TO BE LI STED ON A PERMANENT ABSENTEE VOTERS LI ST. FOR EACH
ELECTI ON CONDUCTED BY A CLERK OR SECRETARY OF A SCHOOL BOARD, THE
CLERK OR SECRETARY COF THE SCHOOL BOARD SHALL MAI L OR OTHERW SE
PROVI DE AN ABSENT VOTER BALLOT APPLI CATI ON TO EACH ELECTOR LI STED
ON THE PERVMANENT ABSENTEE VOTERS LI ST FOR THAT CI TY, TOWSHI P,
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VI LLAGE, OR SCHOCOL DI STRI CT.

(5) —4)— An applicant for an absent voter ballot shall sign
the application. A clerk, —e+r— assistant clerk, OR SECRETARY OF THE
SCHOOL BQOARD shall not deliver an absent voter ballot to an
appl i cant who does not sign the application. —-A-persen—other— OTHER
than the applicant; a nenber of the applicant's immedi ate famly;
a—persen— AN I NDIVIDUAL residing in the applicant's household; —a
person— AN | NDI VI DUAL whose job normally includes the handling of
mai |, but only during the course of his or her enploynent; a
regi stered el ector requested by the applicant TO RETURN THE
APPLI CATION;, or a clerk, assistant of the clerk, or other
aut hori zed election official, AN IND VIDUAL shall not be in
possession of a signed absent voter ballot application. A
regi stered el ector who is requested by the applicant to return his
or her absent voter ballot application shall sign the certificate
on the absent voter ballot application.

(6) —5)>— The clerk of the city, township, or village OR THE
SECRETARY OF A SCHOOL BQARD shal |l have absent voter ball ot
application forns available in the office of the clerk OR SECRETARY
OF THE SCHOOL BOARD at all tines and shall furnish an absent voter
bal |l ot application formto anyone upon a verbal or witten request.
The absent voter ballot application shall be in substantially the
follow ng form

"Application for absent voter ballot for:

[1] The primary ELECTI ON or special primary election to be held
on ——— —39— [ DATE] .

[] The election to be held on ——— —+9—
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12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

[ DATE] .
(Check applicable election or elections)
I, o , aqualified and regi stered el ector of the
..... precinct of the township of .......... or village of
.......... or of the .......... ward of the city of .......

the county of .........

official ballot, or ballots,

el ections as requested in this application.

The statutory grounds on which | have ny request are:

[T | expect to be absent fromthe community in which

. and state of Mchigan, apply for an

to be voted by nme at the election or

am

regi stered for the entire tine the polls are open on el ecti on day.

[] | amphysically unable to attend the polls w thout the

assi st ance of anot her.

[T | cannot attend the polls because of the tenets of ny

religion.

[T ! have been appointed an el ection precinct

preci nct other than the

preci nct where | reside.

[] | am 60 years of age or ol der.

[T ! cannot attend the polls because

awai ti ng arrai gnment or
(Check applicabl e

Send absent voter bal

trial.
reason)

lot to nme at:

(Street No. or RR)

(Post O fice)

My registered address
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(Street No. or RR)

(Post Ofice) (State) (ZI P CODE)

| —deelare— CERTIFY that the statements in this absent voter
bal | ot application are true.
(Si gnature)
VWARNI NG

A person making a false statenment in this absent voter ball ot
application is guilty of a m sdeneanor. It is a violation of
M chigan election | aw for a person other than those listed in the
instructions to return, offer to return, agree to return, or
solicit to return your absent voter ballot application to the
clerk. An assistant authorized by the clerk who receives absent
voter ballot applications at a |location other than the office of
the clerk nust have credentials signed by the clerk. Ask to see his
or her credentials before entrusting your application with a person
claimng to have the clerk's authorization to return your
appl i cation.

Certificate of Authorized Registered
El ect or Returning Absent Voter
Bal | ot Application

| certify that my name is .................... , hy address is
.................... , and ny date of birthis ............; that |
am del i vering the absent voter ballot application of

.................... at his or her request; that | did not solicit
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or request to return the application; that I have not nade any
mar ki ngs on the application; that | have not altered the
application in any way; that | have not influenced the applicant;
and that | amaware that a false statenent in this certificate is a
viol ation of Mchigan election |aw.

(Dat e) (Signature)"

(7) —6)— The following instructions for an applicant for an
absent voter ballot shall be included with each application
furni shed an applicant:

I NSTRUCTI ONS FOR APPLI CANTS FOR ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS

Step 1. After conpletely filling out the application, sign and
date the application in the place designated. Your signature mnust
appear on the application or you will not receive an absent voter
bal | ot .

Step 2. Deliver the application by 1 of the foll owi ng nethods:

(a) Place the application in an envel ope addressed to the
appropriate clerk OR OTHER APPROPRI ATE ELECTI ON OFFI Cl AL and pl ace
t he necessary postage upon the return envel ope and deposit it in
the United States mail or with another public postal service,
express mail service, parcel post service, or conmon carrier

(b) Deliver the application personally to the office of the
cl erk —teotheeclerk—ortoan-authorizedassistant—of the ¢clerk
OR OTHER ELECTI ON OFFI CI AL.

(c) hta—either FOR PURPOSES OF SUBDI VISION (a) or (b), a nenber
of the imediate famly of the voter including a father-in-Iaw,

not her-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-
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in-1aw, grandparent, or grandchild or a person residing in the
voter's household may mail or deliver the application to the clerk
OR OTHER ELECTI ON OFFI CI AL for the applicant.

(d) —+n-the-event— |IF an applicant cannot return the
application in any of the above nethods, the applicant may sel ect
any registered elector to return the application. The person
returning the application nmust sign and return the certificate at
t he bottom of the application

(8 —H— A person who prints and distributes absent voter
bal |l ot applications shall print on the application the warning,
certificate of authorized registered elector returning absent voter
bal | ot application, and instructions required by this section.

(9) —8)— A person who nmakes a false statenent in an absent
voter ballot application is guilty of a m sdeneanor. A person who
forges a signature on an absent voter ballot application is guilty
of a felony. A person who is not authorized in this act and who
both distributes absent voter ballot applications to absent voters
and returns those absent voter ballot applications to a clerk or
asststant—of theelerk— OTHER ELECTION OFFICIAL is guilty of a

m sdeneanor.
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