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HOUSE BILL No. 4537

March 22, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Robertson, Caswell, Meyer, Gosselin and Gleason and
referred to the Committee on Education.

A Dbill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled
"The revised school code,"
by amendi ng section 1531 (MCL 380.1531), as anended by 2000 PA 497,
and by addi ng section 1161.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

SEC. 1161. (1) NOT LATER THAN THE BEG NNI NG OF THE 2006- 2007
SCHOOL YEAR, THE BOARD OF A SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR BOARD OF DI RECTORS
OF A PUBLI C SCHOOL ACADEMY SHALL ENSURE THAT THE READI NG

I NSTRUCTI ON PROVI DED AT EACH GRADE LEVEL IN EACH SCHOOL | T OPERATES

MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) TEACHES FROM SOUND TO PRI NT FOR PUPI LS TO ACCESS THE
ENGLI SH ALPHABET.

(B) TEACHES PHONEMES ONLY.
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(©) TEACHES FROM SI MPLE TO COVPLEX, W TH THE MOST COMVON
SPELLI NG OF A SOUND FI RST.

(D) TEACHES BLENDI NG AND SEGVENTI NG OF WORDS USI NG A
MULTI SENSORY APPROACH.

(E) TEACHES THE PUPI L THE PROPER PROCESS OF HOW TO FORM EACH
LETTER AND HAS THE PUPI L SAY THE SOUND AS HE OR SHE WRI TES EACH
LETTER

(F) TEACHES THAT LETTER STRINGS OF UP TO 4 LETTERS CAN
REPRESENT A SOUND.

(G TEACHES THAT ALL SOUNDS CAN BE SPELLED IN A VARI ETY OF
WAYS.

(H TEACHES THAT THE SAME SPELLI NG CAN REPRESENT DI FFERENT
SOUNDS.

(1) PROVIDES EXPLICI T I NSTRUCTI ON FOR READI NG FLUENCY
I NCLUDI NG TI MED REREADI NG OF A PASSAGE UNTI L A DESI GNATED GOAL, IN
WORDS PER M NUTE, |S ATTAI NED.

(J) TEACHES HOW THE ENGLI SH ALPHABET | S USED BOTH I N READI NG
AND SPELLI NG AND TEACHES THESE 2 AREAS S| MULTANEQUSLY FOR OPTI MUM
GAI NS.

(K) ASSESSES PUPI LS PROCGRESS BY ANALYZI NG THEI R SPELLI NG
ERROR PATTERNS | N AUTHENTI C WRI TI NG PI ECES, | NCLUDI NG SENTENCES,
STORI ES, AND UNEDI TED CLASSROOM WRI TI NG PROJIECTS, I N ORDER TO
UNDERSTAND THE PUPI L’ S | NDEPENDENT LEVEL OF ACCURATE WORD READI NG

(1) ON A YEARLY BASI'S, ADM NI STERS STANDARDI ZED PRETESTI NG AND
POSTTESTI NG TO MEASURE PUPI L PROGRESS AND | DENTI FY AREAS OF
WEAKNESS NEEDI NG FURTHER | NSTRUCTI ON.

(2) NOT LATER THAN DECEMBER 31, 2005, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
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SELECT OR DEVELOP AND MAKE AVAI LABLE TO SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND PUBLI C
SCHOOL ACADEM ES A MODEL READI NG CURRI CULUM THAT MEETS THE
REQUI REMENTS OF SUBSECTI ON (1).

(3) THE BOARD OF A SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR BOARD OF DI RECTORS OF A
PUBLI C SCHOOL ACADEMY SHALL ENSURE THAT EACH TEACHER ASSI GNED TO
TEACH READI NG AT ANY LEVEL IN A SCHOOL | T OPERATES IS TRAINED I N
THE TECHNI QUES DESCRI BED | N SUBSECTI ON (1) BEFORE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
THE | NSTRUCTI ON DESCRI BED I N SUBSECTI ON (1).

Sec. 1531. (1) Except as provided in this act, the
superintendent of public instruction shall determ ne the
requirenents for and issue all licenses and certificates for
teachers, including preprimary teachers, and the requirenments for
an endorsenent of teachers as qualified counselors and an
endor senent of teachers for teaching a foreign | anguage in an
el enentary grade in the public schools of the state.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in this act, the
superintendent of public instruction shall only issue a teaching
certificate to a person who has passed appropriate exam nations as
fol | ows:

(a) For a secondary level teaching certificate, has passed
both the basic skills exam nation and the appropriate avail abl e
subj ect area exam nation for each subject area in which he or she
applies to be certified.

(b) For an elenentary |level teaching certificate, has passed
the basic skills exam nation and, if it is available, the
el ementary certification exam nation, and has passed the

appropriate avail abl e subject area exam nation for each subject
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area, if any, in which he or she applies to be certified.

(3) Except as otherw se provided in this act, the
superintendent of public instruction shall issue a M chigan
teaching certificate to a person holding a certificate from anot her
state or a teaching degree froman out-of-state teacher preparation
institution who applies for a Mchigan teaching certificate only if
t he person passes appropriate exam nations as foll ows:

(a) For a secondary level teaching certificate, pass both the
basic skills exam nation and the appropriate avail abl e subject area
exam nation for each subject area in which he or she applies to be
certified. The superintendent of public instruction nay accept
passage of an equi val ent exam nation approved by the superintendent
of public instruction to nmeet 1 or both of these requirenents.

(b) For an elenentary |evel teaching certificate, pass the
basic skills examnation and, if it is available, the elenentary
certification exam nation, and pass the appropriate avail able
subj ect area exam nation for each subject area, if any, in which he
or she applies to be certified. The superintendent of public
instruction nmay accept passage of an equi val ent exam nation
approved by the superintendent of public instruction to neet 1 or
nore of these requirenents.

(4) Except as otherw se provided in this act, the
superintendent of public instruction shall only issue a teaching
certificate to a person who has net the elenentary or secondary, as
applicable, reading credit requirenents established under
superi ntendent of public instruction rule AND WHO DEMONSTRATES THAT
HE OR SHE HAS RECEI VED TRAI NI NG | N THE READI NG | NSTRUCTI ON
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TECHNI QUES DESCRI BED IN SECTI ON 1161 AS PART OF H' S OR HER TEACHER

PREPARATI ON PROGRAM Not | ater than 1—year—afterthe effective date
of —theanendatory—actthataddedthis—subseetion JANUARY 11, 2002,

t he superintendent of public instruction, in cooperation with
appropriate curriculum specialists and teacher educators, shal
revi se exi sting readi ng standards to recogni ze readi ng di sorders
and to enable teachers to nmake referrals for instruction and
support for pupils with reading disorders.

(5) Subject to subsection (7), if a person holding a teaching
certificate fromanother state applies to the superintendent of
public instruction for a Mchigan teaching certificate and neets
the requirements of this subsection, the superintendent of public
instruction shall issue to the person a M chigan professiona
education teaching certificate and applicabl e endorsenents
conparable to those the person holds in the other state, w thout
requiring the person to pass a basic skills exam nation or the
appl i cabl e subject area exam nation otherw se required under
subsection (2) or (3). To be eligible to receive a M chigan
pr of essi onal education teaching certificate under this subsection,
a person shall provide evidence satisfactory to the departnent that
he or she neets all of the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Has taught successfully for at least 3 years in a position
for which the person's teaching certification fromthe other state
was valid.

(b) Has earned, after his or her initial certification in
anot her state, at |east 18 senester credit hours in a planned

course of study at an institution of higher education approved by
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t he superintendent of public instruction or has earned, at any
time, a master's or doctoral degree approved by the superintendent
of public instruction

(c) Has net the el enentary or secondary, as applicable,
readi ng credit requirement established under superintendent of
public instruction rule AND HAS RECEI VED TRAI NI NG APPROVED BY THE
DEPARTMVENT | N THE READI NG | NSTRUCTI ON TECHNI QUES DESCRI BED | N
SECTI ON 1161.

(6) A person who receives a teaching certificate and
endorsenent or endorsenents under subsection (5) is eligible to
receive 1 or nore additional endorsenents conparable to
endorsenents the person holds in another state only if the person
passes the appropriate subject area exam nations required under
subsection (2) or (3).

(7) The superintendent of public instruction shall deny a
M chi gan teaching certificate to a person described in subsection
(5) for fraud, material msrepresentation, or conceal ment in the
person's application for a certificate or for a conviction for
whi ch a person's teaching certificate may be revoked under section
1535a.

(8) The departnent, based upon criteria reconmended pursuant
to subsection (10), shall provide to approved teacher education
institutions guidelines and criteria approved by the superintendent
of public instruction for use in the devel opnent or selection of a
basic skills exam nation and approved guidelines and criteria for
use in the devel opment or selection of subject area exam nations.

(9) For the purposes of this section, the superintendent of
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public instruction, based upon criteria recomended pursuant to
subsection (10), shall devel op, select, or develop and select 1 or
nore basic skills exam nations and subject area exam nations. In
addi tion, the superintendent of public instruction, based upon
criteria reconmended pursuant to subsection (10), shall approve an
el enentary certification exam nation and a readi ng subject area
exam nation.

(10) The superintendent of public instruction shall appoint an
11- menber teacher exam nation advisory conmttee conprised of
representati ves of approved teacher education institutions and
M chi gan education organi zati ons and associ ati ons. Not nore than
1/2 of the nmenbers conprising this conmttee shall be certified
teachers. This commttee shall recomend criteria to be used by the
superintendent of public instruction in the devel opnent, sel ection,
or devel oprment and selection of 1 or nore basic skills
exam nations, and criteria to be used by the superintendent of
public instruction in the devel opnent, selection, or devel opnent
and sel ection of subject area exam nations. In addition, the
commttee shall recomrend gui delines for the use and adm ni stration
of those exam nations. The basic skills exam nations referred to in
this subsection may be devel oped by the superintendent of public
instruction or selected by the superintendent of public instruction
fromcomercially or university devel oped exam nations. In
addi ti on, an approved teacher education institution, pursuant to
guidelines and criteria described in subsection (8), may devel op an
exam nation at its own expense for approval by the superintendent

of public instruction. An approved teacher education institution
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that develops its owm examnation is liable for any litigation that
results fromthe use of its exam nation.

(11) The superintendent of public instruction shall appoint a
7-menber standing technical advisory council conprised of persons
who are experts in neasurenment and assessnent. This council shal
advi se the superintendent of public instruction and the teacher
exam nation commttee on the validity, reliability, and other
t echni cal standards of the exami nations that will be used or are
bei ng used and of the adm nistration and use of those exam nati ons.

(12) Not | ater than Novenber 30 of each year, the
superintendent of public instruction shall submt in witing a
report on the devel opnent or selection and use of the basic skills
exam nation, the elenentary certification exam nation, and the
subj ect area exam nations to the house and senate educati on
commttees. The report shall also contain a financial statenent
regardi ng revenue received fromthe assessnent of fees |evied
pursuant to subsection (14) and the amount of and any purposes for
whi ch that revenue was expended.

(13) The basic skills exam nation, the elenentary
certification exam nation, and the subject area exam nations
required by this section may be taken at different tinmes during an
approved teacher preparation program but the basic skills
exam nation nust be passed before a person is enrolled for student
teaching and the el enentary certification exam nation and the
subj ect area exam nations, as applicable, nust be passed before a
person is recormmended for certification.

(14) The departnent, or if approved by the superintendent of
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public instruction, a private testing service, nmay assess fees for
taking the basic skills exam nation, elementary certification

exam nation, and the subject area exam nations. The fees, which
shall be set by the superintendent of public instruction, shall not
exceed $50.00 for a basic skills exam nation or $75.00 for an

el enentary certification exam nation or a subject area exam nation.
However, if a subject area exam nation for vocational education

i ncl udes a performance exam nation, an additional fee may be
assessed for taking the performance exam nation, not to exceed the
actual cost of admi nistering the performance exam nation. Fees
recei ved by the departnment shall be expended solely for

adm ni strative expenses that it incurs in inplenenting this
section.

(15) If a person holding a teaching certificate from anot her
state applies for a Mchigan teaching certificate and neets al
requirenents for the Mchigan teaching certificate except passage
of the appropriate exam nations under subsection (3), the
superintendent of public instruction shall issue a nonrenewable
tenporary teaching certificate, good for 1 year, to the person. The
superintendent of public instruction shall not issue a M chigan
teaching certificate to the person after expiration of the
tenporary teaching certificate unless the person passes appropriate
exam nations as described in subsection (3).

(16) As used in this section:

(a) "Basic skills exam nation" neans an exam nati on devel oped
or selected by the superintendent of public instruction or

devel oped pursuant to subsection (10) by an approved teacher
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education institution for the purpose of denonstrating the
applicant's knowl edge and under st andi ng of basic | anguage and

mat hemati cal skills and other skills necessary for the certificate
sought, and for determ ning whether or not an applicant is eligible
for a provisional M chigan teaching certificate.

(b) "Elementary certification exam nation" means a
conprehensive exam nation for elenmentary certification that has
been devel oped or sel ected by the superintendent of public
instruction for denonstrating the applicant's know edge and
under st andi ng of the core subjects normally taught in elenmentary
cl assroons and for determ ning whether or not an applicant is
eligible for an elementary | evel teaching certificate.

(c) "Subject area exam nation" neans an exam nation related to
a specific area of certification, which exam nation has been
devel oped or selected by the superintendent of public instruction
for the purpose of denonstrating the applicant's know edge and
under st andi ng of the subject matter and determn ni ng whether or not
an applicant is eligible for a Mchigan teaching certificate.

(17) The superintendent of public instruction shall promnul gate
rules for the inplenentation of this section.

(18) Notwi thstanding any rule to the contrary, the
superi ntendent of public instruction shall continue to issue state
el enentary or secondary continuing education certificates pursuant
to R 390.1132(1) of the Mchigan adm nistrative code to persons who
conpleted the requirenments of that rule by Decenber 31, 1992 and
who apply for that certificate not |ater than March 15, 1994. |f

t he superintendent of public instruction has issued a state
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el enentary or secondary professional education certificate to a
person described in this section, the superintendent of public
i nstruction shall consider the person to have a state elenentary or

secondary, as applicable, continuing education certificate.
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