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HOUSE BILL No. 4607

April 13, 2005, Introduced by Rep. Stakoe and referred to the Committee on Local
Government and Urban Policy.

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code, "
by amendi ng section 627a (MCL 257.627a), as anended by 2000 PA 110.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT

Sec. 627a. (1) As used in this section and section 629:

(a) "Regul arly schedul ed school session" neans that part of a
day of student instruction that is followed by a break for |unch or
by a final dismssal of the student body for that day.

(b) "School" neans an educational institution operated by a
| ocal school district or by a private, denom national, or parochi al
organi zati on. School does not include an educational institution
that the department of education determ nes has its entire student
popul ation in residence at the institution

(c) "School zone" means school property on which a schoo
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building is | ocated and the area adjacent to the school property
that is designated by the signs required under subsection (2).
Except as ot herw se provided in subsection (5), the school zone
extends not nore than 1,000 feet fromthe property line of the
school in each direction

(2) Except as provided in subsection (4), the prima facie
speed limt in a school zone, which shall be in force not |ess than
30 minutes but not nore than 1 hour before the first regularly
schedul ed school session until school commences and from di sm ssal
until not less than 30 mi nutes but not nore than 1 hour after the
| ast regul arly schedul ed school session, and during a | unch period
when students are permtted to | eave the school, shall be 25 mles
an hour, if permanent signs designating the school zone and the
speed limt in the school zone are posted at the request of the
school superintendent. The signs shall conformto the M chigan
manual of uniformtraffic control devices.

(3) This section does not apply to a limted access hi ghway or
to that portion of a street or highway over which a pedestrian
over head wal kway is erected, if the wal kway is adjacent to schoo
property and is designed and | ocated so as to be used, and is being
used, as the principal neans by which students of a school that has
property adjacent to the wal kway travel to and fromthe school.

(4) Local authorities may increase or decrease the prima facie
speed limt within a school zone under their jurisdiction pursuant
to section 629.

(5) Notwithstanding the requirenents for a school zone as

defined in subsection (1)(c), if a school is located in an area
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t hat requires school children to cross a state trunk |ine hi ghway
or county highway that has a speed limt of 35 miles per hour or
nore to attend that school, the school superintendent may submt a
request to the state transportati on comm ssion, county road
comm ssion, or local authority having jurisdiction over the
roadway, as applicable, for a school crossing as permtted under
section 613a. If, based on the traffic engineering studies, the
road authority determines the need for a | ower speed limt, the
road authority may designate the crossing as a school zone. Before
submtting a request, the school superintendent shall have
conpl eted a school route plan as prescribed by section 7A-1 of the
M chi gan manual of uniformtraffic control devices.

(6) Notwithstanding the 25-nm | e-per-hour prinma facie speed
[imt established by subsection (2), the prima facie speed limt
for any street in a school zone that has sidewal ks along at least 1
side of the street, which shall be in force during the sane periods
that a 25-m | e-per-hour speed Iinmt provided by subsection (2)
woul d ot herwi se be effective, shall be set at the limt requested
by the superintendent of schools with jurisdiction over the school
within the school zone, but this limt shall neither be nore than
15 miles per hour below the regularly posted speed |imt for that
street nor less than 25 nmiles per hour. Permanent signs designating
t he school zone and the speed |imt in the school zone shall be
posted. These signs shall conformto the M chigan manual of uniform
traffic control devices.

(7) 1'F APPROPRI ATE, THE SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENT NMAY REQUEST THAT
A SIGN BE ERECTED I N THE SCHOCL ZONE | NDI CATI NG THAT A SCHOOL IS I N
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1 SESSI ON YEAR- ROUND. A SI GN ERECTED UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE
2 POSTED IN CLOSE PROXIM TY TO THE SCHOOL ZONE SI GN OR SPEED LIM T
3 SIGN WTH N THE SCHOOL ZONE, OR BOTH.
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