HOUSE BILL No. 4871
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HOUSE BILL No. 4871

June 7, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Farhat, Garfield, Caul, Pavlov, Moore and Mortimer and
referred to the Committee on Veterans Affairs and Homeland Security.

A bill to anmend 1899 PA 214, entitled
“An act to provide relief outside of the soldiers' hone for
honorably di scharged indi gent soldiers, sailors, marines, nurses
and nenbers of wonen's auxiliaries and the indigent wves, w dows
and m nor children of such indigent or deceased sol diers, sailors,
mari nes, nurses and nmenbers of wonen's auxiliaries, and to repeal
certain acts and parts of acts,”
by anmending the title and sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 (MCL 35.21,
35.22, 35.23, 35.24, 35.25, and 35.27), section 1 as anended by
1984 PA 168; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

TI TLE

An act to provide —+elief— ASSI STANCE outsi de of the soldiers'

home for honorably di scharged —ndigent— sol diers, sailors,
mari nes, nurses, and nmenbers of wonen's auxiliaries and the

i ndi gent —w-ves— SPOUSES, w dows, and m nor children of —sueh
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i ndi gent or deceased soldiers, sailors, marines, nurses, and

menbers of wonen's auxiliaries; — and to repeal —eertain— acts
and parts of acts.

Sec. 1. (1) The county board of conmm ssioners of each county
shall annually levy —— a tax not exceeding 1/10 of a mll on each

dol | ar —teo—beleviedandcollectedasprovidedbyt+aw— upon the

t axabl e property of each township and city, for their respective

counties, for the purpose of creating a VETERANS RELIEF fund. —fer
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(2) THE VETERANS' RELIEF FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED FOR THE
ASSI STANCE OF WARTI ME VETERANS WHO WERE DI SCHARGED UNDER CONDI TI ONS
OTHER THAN DI SHONORABLE AND FOR THE ASSI STANCE OF THE | NDI GENT
SPOUSES, M NOR CHI LDREN, AND PARENTS OF EVERY DECEASED MEMBER OF
THE UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES. THE FUND SHALL FI RST BE EXPENDED
FOR 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG PURPCSES

(A) THE PROVI SI ON OF FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE FOR FUND
BENEFI Cl ARI ES.

(B) THE PROVI SI ON OF MEDI CAL SERVI CES FOR FUND BENEFI ClI ARI ES.

(©) JOB PLACEMENT ASSI STANCE FOR FUND BENEFI Cl ARI ES.

(D) TRANSPORTATI ON FOR FUND BENEFI Cl ARI ES.

(E) FOOD FOR FUND BENEFI Cl ARI ES.

(F) SHELTER FOR FUND BENEFI Cl ARI ES.

(G OTHER ASSI STANCE FOR FUND BENEFI Cl ARI ES

(3) I'F EXCESS FUNDS EXI ST AFTER THE EXPENDI TURES AUTHORI ZED | N
SUBSECTI ON (2), THE FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED FOR THE ASSI STANCE OF
ALL OTHER VETERANS VWHO WERE DI SCHARGED UNDER CONDI TI ONS OTHER THAN
DI SHONORABLE. FUND EXPENDI TURES UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE MADE
FOR 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLON NG PURPGOSES:

(A) THE PROVI SI ON OF FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE FOR THE FUND
BENEFI Cl ARI ES | DENTI FI ED IN TH S SUBSECTI ON.

(B) THE PROVI SI ON OF MEDI CAL SERVI CES FOR FUND BENEFI Cl ARI ES
| DENTI FI ED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON
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(© THE PROVI SION OF JOB PLACEMENT ASSI STANCE FOR FUND
BENEFI Cl ARI ES | DENTI FIED IN TH S SUBSECTI ON

(D) THE PROVI SI ON OF TRANSPORTATI ON FOR FUND BENEFI Cl ARI ES
| DENTI FI ED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON

(E) THE PROVI SION OF FOOD FOR FUND BENEFI Cl ARI ES | DENTI FI ED I N
THI' S SUBSECTI ON

(F) THE PROVI SION OF SHELTER FOR FUND BENEFI CI ARI ES | DENTI FI ED
IN TH S SUBSECTI ON

(G THE PROVI SION OF OTHER ASSI STANCE FOR FUND BENEFI Cl ARI ES
| DENTI FI ED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON

(4) I'F EXCESS FUNDS EXI ST AFTER THE EXPENDI TURES AUTHCORI ZED | N
SUBSECTI ONS (2) AND (3), THE FUND MAY BE EXPENDED TO PROVI DE
ASSI STANCE TO | NDI GENT SPOUSES AND CHI LDREN OF ACTI VE DUTY MEMBERS
OF THE UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES, MEMBERS OF THE UNI TED STATES
ARMED FORCES RESERVE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED TO ACTI VE DUTY BY THE
PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES OR THE UNI TED STATES SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE, OR MEMBERS OF THE M CH GAN NATI ONAL GUARD CALLED TO ACTI VE
DUTY BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES OR THE UNI TED STATES
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. FUND EXPENDI TURES UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON MAY
BE MADE FOR 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWN NG PURPGOSES:

(A) THE PROVI SI ON OF FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE FOR BENEFI ClI ARl ES
| DENTI FI ED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON

(B) THE PROVI SION OF MEDI CAL SERVI CES FOR BENEFI Cl ARI ES
| DENTI FI ED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON

(©) THE PROVI SION OF JOB PLACEMENT ASSI STANCE FOR
BENEFI Cl ARI ES | DENTI FIED IN TH S SUBSECTI ON

(D) THE PROVI SI ON OF TRANSPORTATI ON FOR BENEFI Cl ARI ES
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| DENTI FIED I N TH' S SUBSECTI ON.

(E) THE PROVI SION OF FOOD FOR BENEFI Cl ARI ES | DENTIFIED IN TH S
SUBSECTI ON.

(F) THE PROVI SI ON OF SHELTER FOR BENEFI Cl ARl ES | DENTI FI ED I N
TH S SUBSECTI ON,

(G THE PROVI SION OF OTHER ASSI STANCE FOR BENEFI Cl AR ES
| DENTI FIED I N TH' S SUBSECTI ON.

(5) | F THE COUNTY BOARD OF COWM SSI ONERS DECI DES THAT AN
EMERGENCY EXI STS, THE COUNTY BOARD OF COWMM SSI ONERS MAY APPROPRI ATE
AN ADDI TIONAL 2/10 OF A M LL ON EACH DOLLAR FOR FUNDS TO COVER THE
EMERGENCY. ALL MONEY UNDER THI'S SECTI ON SHALL BE PAI D TO THE COUNTY
TREASURER | N THE COUNTY WHERE THE TAX |'S COLLECTED. THE TREASURER
SHALL PAY THE MONEY OUT UPON THE WRI TTEN ORDER OF THE COWM SSI ON OR
UPON THE ORDER OF THE DEPARTMENT. THE ORDER SHALL BE S| GNED BY THE
CHAI RPERSON AND SECRETARY OF THE COVM SSI ON OR BY THE CHAI RPERSON
AND SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT, WH CHEVER APPLIES. |F MONEY |'S NOT
EXPENDED FOR THE ENUMERATED PURPOSES OF THI'S SECTI ON, THE REMAI NI NG
MONEY PAID | NTO THE VETERANS RELIEF FUND SHALL REMAIN I N THE
TREASURY OF THE COUNTY AS A SOLDI ERS' RELI EF FUND AND SHALL BE
CONSI DERED | N RAI SI NG SUMB FOR FUTURE YEARS.

(6) THE COUNTY BOARD OF COWM SSI ONERS OF EACH COUNTY MAY
ACCEPT DONATI ONS OF MONEY OR | TEMS OF VALUE FROM ANY SOURCE FOR
DEPOSI T | NTO THE VETERANS' RELI EF FUND. DI SPOSI TI ON OF DONATI ONS
SHALL BE DETERM NED UNDER THI'S SECTI ON.

(7) AS USED IN THI S ACT:

(A) "COWMM SSI ON' MEANS THE SOLDI ERS' RELI EF COWMM SSI ON CREATED
IN TH S ACT.
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(B) "DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAI RS CREATED I N 1953 PA 192, MCL 35.621 TO 35. 624.

(C© "WARTI ME VETERAN' MEANS A PERSON WHO SERVED AS A MEMBER OF
THE ARMY, NAVY, Al R FORCE, MARI NE CORPS, COAST GUARD, OR WOMEN S
AUXI LI ARI ES OF ALL WARS OR M LI TARY EXPEDI TIONS IN VWHI CH THE UNI TED
STATES HAS BEEN, 1S, OR MAY BE A PARTI Cl PANT AS DESCRI BED I N
SECTION 1 OF 1965 PA 190, MCL 35.61

Sec. 2. (1) The judge of probate in each county shall appoint
3 —persons— residents of —sweh— THE county, who shall be honorably
di scharged sol diers, sailors, marines, nurses, or nenbers of the

wonen' s auxiliaries —— of the United States arnmy and navy,

vol unteers or regulars, who served in a war in which the United
States has been, is, or may —hereafter— be — a participant, at
| east 1 of whom shall have served in Wrld War |, to be known as
the "soldiers' relief conm ssion"” of the county, with the powers
and duties —+nAthis—aet— provided INTH S ACT. If there is no Wrld
War | veteran who is willing to serve, a veteran of a war as
defined in —Act No. 190 of the Public Acts of 1965, as anended.
being—sections—35-61and 3562 of the ConpiltedLtaws—of 1948 1965
PA 190, MCL 35.61 TO 35.62, nmay be appointed to serve on the
soldiers' relief conm ssion

(2) One —of—such—persoens— MEMBER shall be appointed for a term
of 1 year, — 1 for a termof 2 years, —+— and 1 for a termof 3

years, and at the expiration of —the— EACH term —feor—whicheachof

such—persons—was—appornted,— his OR HER successor shall be

appointed for a termof 3 years. —thereafter—Fhe persons—so
appoetnted— COW SSI ON MEMBERS shal | organi ze by the selection of 1
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of their nunber as —ehai+rran— CHAI RPERSON, and 1 as secretary, and
in the event of the death, resignation, change of residence, or
other disability of any nenber of the conm ssion —e+reating— THAT
CREATES a vacancy, the judge of probate shall fill —sueh— THE
vacancy by an appointnment for the unexpired term —Fhe-nenbers
shatH—each— EACH MEMBER SHALL file the constitutional oath of
office with the probate court —— and recei ve —the—proper— A
certificate of —their— H' S OR HER appoi ntment. —Fhey— HE OR SHE
shall be entitled to reasonabl e conpensation for —their— H S OR HER
services, to be fixed and paid by the board of supervisors of
their— H'S OR HER respective —eounties— COUNTY. The judge of
probate shall have authority to renove any menber of —sueh— THE

conmi ssi on for cause.

Sec. 3. The supervisor of each township and ward in each of
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the—wmaking—of—such—decision—Fhecourt—shall—hear the case-denoeve
and—+ts—deeiston—shal—befinral— THE COW SSI ON OR THE DEPARTNMENT

SHALL DETERM NE THE AMOUNT NECESSARY TO GRANT ASSI STANCE UNDER
SECTION 1. THE AMOUNT SHALL BE RECORDED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE
COW SSI ON OR THE SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT. THE COWMM SSI ON OR
DEPARTMVENT MAY DETERM NE THE MANNER | N VWH CH ASSI STANCE | S
ADM NI STERED AND MAY DI SCONTI NUE ASSI STANCE AT ANY TIME I N THE
DI SCRETI ON OF THE COWM SSI ON OR DEPARTMENT, VWH CHEVER | S
APPLI CABLE. THE COWM SSI ON OR DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT SPEND MORE THAN
5% OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT EXPENDED UNDER SECTI ON 1 FOR ADM NI STRATI ON
OF THI' S ASSI STANCE.

Sec. 4. Wienever —any— AN energency —-shall—arise— ARISES in
THE case of A sickness, accident, or death —whieh— OF A
BENEFI Cl ARY THAT, in the opinion of —any— A supervisor or aldernan,
needs relief, —sueh— THE supervi sor or al derman ——when
Hreonvent-ent—to—consult—any—of the rmerbers—of sail-dcomm-ssions
shal | have the power to draw an order on the county treasurer for a
sum not to exceed —10—deHars— $10. 00 W THOUT CONTACTI NG THE
SOLDI ERS' RELI EF COW SSI ON OR COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAI RS and shall certify his OR HER action and the circunstances
of the case to —sueh-—soldiers—+relieft— THE comm ssion —whieh— OR
DEPARTMENT. THE COWMM SSI ON OR DEPARTMENT shall ratify the —same
DECI SI ON, and —sueh— THE conmi ssi on OR DEPARTMENT may grant —sueh
further relief at any tine —as—+t—rmay-deem necessary —Provided,-
however—TFhat—he— UNLESS A claimfor relief —shall—beallowedand
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patd—whi-ch—shall—ereate— CREATES a deficiency in the fund WHEN I T
I'S PAID.

Sec. 5. —Satd-seldiers—+elef— THE conm ssi on OR DEPARTMENT
shall make to the board of supervisors, at its Cctober session —#
each year, a full report of its —deings— ACTIVITIES and t he anount
of —rel+ef— noney —en—-hand— AVAI LABLE IN THE FUND, the anopunt
expended during the —year— precedi ng YEAR —and— the anount
estimated for the FOLLON NG year, —ensuihg,— and —sueh— ALL further
i nformati on and suggestions as —they— THE COW SSI ON OR THE
DEPARTMENT may consi der necessary to the discharge of —thei+r
duties under this act.

Sec. 7. The —several— conm ssioners appoi nted under this act
shal | have power to adm nister oaths in the execution of the duties
of their offices.

Enacting section 1. Section 6 of 1899 PA 214, MCL 35.26, is

r epeal ed.
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