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HOUSE BILL No. 4938

June 14, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Hune, Gleason, Gaffney, Wojno, Hildenbrand and
Mortimer and referred to the Committee on Health Policy.

A bill to anend 1953 PA 181, entitled

"An act relative to investigations in certain instances of the
causes of death within this state due to violence, negligence or
ot her act or omission of a crimnal nature or to protect public
health; to provide for the taking of statenments frominjured
persons under certain circunstances; to abolish the office of
coroner and to create the office of county nedical exam ner in
certain counties; to prescribe the powers and duties of county
nmedi cal exam ners; to prescribe penalties for violations of the
provisions of this act; and to prescribe a referendumthereon,”

(MCL 52.201 to 52.216) by adding section 9.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

SEC. 9. (1) IF A COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR A DEPUTY RECEI VES

NOTI FI CATI ON FROM A PERSON OTHER THAN A REPRESENTATI VE OF A
HOSPI TAL OF A DEATH THAT REQUI RES AN | NVESTI GATI ON BY THE COUNTY

MEDI CAL EXAM NER' S OFFI CE PURSUANT TO THI S ACT, THE COUNTY MEDI CAL
EXAM NER OR DEPUTY SHALL TAKE CHARGE OF THE BODY. UPON VI EW NG THE
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BODY AND PERSONALLY | NQUI RI NG | NTO THE CAUSE AND MANNER OF THE
DEATH, THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY DETERM NES THAT THE
BODY, ACCORDI NG TO CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED BY M CH GAN' S FEDERALLY
DESI GNATED ORGAN PROCUREMENT ORGANI ZATI ON, MAY BE SUI TABLE FOR
DONATI ON OR FOR THE DONATI ON OF PHYSI CAL PARTS, THE COUNTY MEDI CAL
EXAM NER OR DEPUTY SHALL, IN A TI MELY MANNER AS PRESCRI BED UNDER
SUBSECTI ON (2), CONTACT M CHI GAN S FEDERALLY DESI GNATED ORGAN
PROCUREMENT ORGANI ZATI ON OR | TS SUCCESSOR CRGANI ZATI ON.  EACH COUNTY
MEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL ENTER | NTO AN AGREEMENT W TH THE FEDERALLY
DESI GNATED ORGAN PROCUREMENT ORGANI ZATI ON AND THE EYE AND TI SSUE
ORGANI ZATI ON THAT COORDI NATES THE RECOVERY AND ALLOCATI ON OF
ANATOM CAL DONATI ONS I N THAT COUNTY. THE AGREEMENT SHALL OUTLI NE
THE PROCEDURES AND PROTOCOLS OF EACH PARTY TO ASSURE THAT
TRANSPLANTABLE ORGANS, TI SSUES, AND EYES ARE OBTAI NED FROM

POTENTI AL DONORS. THE COUNTY SHALL COVER THE USUAL AND CUSTOVARY
ADM NI STRATI VE COSTS FOR REGULAR COMMUNI CATI ONS AND ACTI VI TI ES
ASSCCI ATED W TH ORGAN, TI SSUE, OR EYE DONATI ONS. THE AGREEMENT
SHALL PROVI DE THAT | F ANY EXTRACRDI NARY MEDI CAL EXAM NATI ONS ARE
NECESSARY PRI OR TO THE REMOVAL OF ORGANS, TI SSUES, OR EYES, THE
ORGANI ZATI ON SHALL COVER THOSE COSTS. THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER
OR DEPUTY MAY RELEASE ANY | NFORVATI ON TO THE FEDERALLY DESI GNATED
ORGAN PROCUREMENT ORGANI ZATI ON OR EYE AND Tl SSUE ORGANI ZATI ON THAT
I S NECESSARY TO | DENTI FY POTENTI AL ORGAN, TI SSUE, OR EYE DONORS AND
SEEK CONSENT FOR SUCH DONATI ONS | N ACCORDANCE W TH PART 101 OF THE
PUBLI C HEALTH CODE, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333. 10101 TO 333.10109. A
COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY SHALL NOT DI SCUSS THE OPTI ON OF
ORGAN DONATI ON W TH ANY | NDI VI DUAL W TH THE AUTHORI TY TO MAKE A
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G FT UNDER SECTI ON 10102 OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH CODE, 1978 PA 368,
MCL 333. 10102.

(2) |F AN | NVESTI GATI ON OF THE CAUSE AND MANNER OF DEATH,
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE DEATH OCCURRED | N A HOSPI TAL OR NOT, 1S
REQUI RED UNDER TH' S ACT AND THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY
HAS NOTI CE THAT THE | NDI VIDUAL IS A DONOR, THE COUNTY MEDI CAL
EXAM NER OR DEPUTY SHALL CONDUCT THE EXAM NATI ON OF THE DEAD BODY
W THI N A TI ME PER OD THAT PERM TS ORGANS, TI SSUES, AND EYES TO
REMAI N VI ABLE FOR TRANSPLANT. |F THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR
DEPUTY |'S UNABLE TO CONDUCT THE | NVESTI GATI ON W THI N THAT PERI OD OF
TIME, A HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL WHO | S AUTHORI ZED TO REMOVE AN
ANATOM CAL G FT FROM A DONOR MAY REMOVE THE DONATED Tl SSUES OR
ORGANS, OR BOTH, | N ORDER TO PRESERVE THE VI ABI LI TY OF THE DONATED
TI SSUES OR ORGANS FOR TRANSPLANT UPON NOTI FYI NG THE COUNTY MEDI CAL
EXAM NER OR DEPUTY. |F THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY
DETERM NES THAT A Tl SSUE OR ORGAN MAY BE RELATED TO THE CAUSE OF
DEATH, THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY MAY DO 1 OR MORE OF
THE FOLLOW NG;

(A) REQUEST TO BE PRESENT DURI NG THE REMOVAL OF THE DONATED
TI SSUES OR ORGANS.

(B) REQUEST A Bl OPSY OF THE DONATED TI SSUES OR ORGANS.

(C) DENY REMOVAL OF ANY TI SSUE OR ORGAN.
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