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HOUSE BILL No. 5123

September 6, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Mortimer, Gaffney, Vagnozzi, Mayes, McDowell,
Gleason, Tobocman, Hunter, McConico, Hune, Hansen, Donigan, Wojno, Clack, Shaffer,
Baxter, Kahn and Lemmons, |11 and referred to the Committee on Health Policy.

A Dbill to amend 1978 PA 368, entitled
"Public health code,"
(MCL 333.1101 to 333.25211) by adding part 55a.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
PART 55A.
ARTHRI TI' S PREVENTI ON AND CONTROL

SEC. 5551. THI S PART SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE Cl TED AS THE
"ARTHRI TI S PREVENTI ON AND CONTRCOL ACT".

SEC. 5553. THE LEGQ SLATURE FI NDS ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) THAT ARTHRI TI S ENCOVPASSES MORE THAN 100 HUMAN DI SEASES
AND CONDI TI ONS THAT AFFECT JO NTS, THE SURRCUNDI NG Tl SSUES, AND
OTHER CONNECTI VE TI SSUES.

(B) THAT, 1 OF THE MOST COWON FAM LY OF DI SEASES I N THE
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UNI TED STATES, ARTHRI TI S AFFECTS NEARLY 1 OF EVERY 6 AMERI CANS, AND
WLL | MPACT AN ESTI MATED 60, 000, 000 PECPLE BY THE YEAR 2020.

(©) THAT ARTHRITIS I S THE LEADI NG CAUSE OF DI SABILITY IN THE
UNI TED STATES, AND LIM TS THE DAILY ACTIVI TIES OF MORE THAN
7,000, 000 PECPLE IN TH S COUNTRY

(D) THAT ALTHOUGH PREVAI LI NG MYTHS | NACCURATELY PORTRAY
ARTHRITIS AS A SENNFOR CI TIZEN S DI SEASE, ARTHRITIS IS A
MULTI GENERATI ONAL DI SEASE THAT HAS BECOVE 1 OF THE COUNTRY' S MOST
PRESSI NG PUBLI C HEALTH PROBLEMS.

(E) THAT ARTHRITIS HAS A SI GNI FI CANT | MPACT ON QUALITY OF
LI FE, NOT ONLY FOR THE | NDI VI DUAL WHO EXPERI ENCES | TS PAI NFUL
SYMPTOVE AND RESULTI NG DI SABI LI TY, BUT ALSO FOR FAM LY MEMBERS AND
CAREG VERS

(F) THAT ENORMOUS ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COSTS ARE ASSOCI ATED
W TH TREATI NG ARTHRI TI'S AND | TS COVPLI CATI ONS, ESTI MATED AT ALMOST
$80, 000, 000, 000. 00 ANNUALLY.

(G THAT CURRENTLY, THE CHALLENGE EXI STS TO ENSURE DELI VERY OF
EFFECTI VE, BUT OFTEN UNDERUTI LI ZED, | NTERVENTI ONS THAT ARE
NECESSARY I N THE PREVENTI ON OR REDUCTI ON OF ARTHRI Tl S- RELATED PAI N
AND DI SABI LI TY.

(H THAT ALTHOUGH THERE EXI STS A LARGE QUANTI TY OF PUBLIC
I NFORVATI ON AND PROGRAMS ABOUT ARTHRI TI' S, THE | NFORMATI ON AND
PROGRAMS REMAI N | NADEQUATELY DI SSEM NATED AND | NSUFFI CI ENT I N
ADDRESSI NG THE NEEDS OF SPECI FI C DI VERSE PCPULATI ONS AND OTHER
UNDERSERVED GROUPS.

(1) THAT THE ARTHRI TI S FOUNDATI ON, THE CENTERS FOR DI SEASE
CONTROL AND PREVENTI ON, AND THE ASSOCI ATI ON OF STATE AND
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TERRI TORI AL HEALTH OFFI CI ALS HAVE LED THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PUBLIC
HEALTH STRATEGY, KNOM AS THE NATI ONAL ARTHRI TI S ACTI ON PLAN, TO
RESPOND TO THI S CHALLENGE

(J) THAT EDUCATI NG THE PUBLI C AND THE HEALTH CARE COVMUNI TY
THROUGHOUT THE STATE ABOUT THI S DEVASTATI NG DI SEASE | S OF PARAMOUNT
| MPORTANCE AND IS I N EVERY RESPECT IN THE PUBLI C | NTEREST AND TO
THE BENEFI T OF ALL RESI DENTS OF TH S STATE

SEC. 5555. THE PURPCSES OF THI S PART ARE AS FOLLOWS

(A) TO CREATE AND FOSTER A STATEW DE PROGRAM THAT PROMOTES
PUBLI C AWARENESS AND | NCREASES KNOALEDGE ABOUT THE CAUSES OF
ARTHRI TI' S, THE | MPORTANCE OF EARLY DI AGNCSI S AND APPROPRI ATE
MANAGEMENT, EFFECTI VE PREVENTI ON STRATEG ES, AND PAI N PREVENTI ON
AND NMANAGEMENT.

(B) TO DEVELOP KNOALEDGE AND ENHANCE UNDERSTANDI NG OF
ARTHRI TI' S BY DI SSEM NATI NG EDUCATI ONAL MATERI ALS, | NFORVATI ON ON
RESEARCH RESULTS, SERVI CES PROVI DED, AND STRATEG ES FOR PREVENTI ON
AND CONTRCL TO PATI ENTS, HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS, AND THE PUBLI C

(C) TO ESTABLI SH A SCLI D SCI ENTI FI C BASE OF KNOALEDGE ON THE
PREVENTI ON OF ARTHRI TI' S AND RELATED DI SABI LI TY THROUGH
SURVEI LLANCE, EPI DEM OLOGY, AND PREVENTI ON RESEARCH

(D) TO UTI LI ZE EDUCATI ONAL AND TRAI NIl NG RESOURCES AND SERVI CES
DEVELOPED BY ORGANI ZATI ONS W TH APPRCOPRI ATE EXPERTI SE AND KNOW.EDGE
OF ARTHRI TI'S AND TO USE AVAI LABLE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE

(E) TO EVALUATE THE NEED FOR | MPROVI NG THE QUALI TY AND
ACCESSI BI LI TY OF EXI STI NG COMUNI TY- BASED ARTHRI TI S SERVI CES

(F) TO HElI GHTEN AWARENESS ABOUT THE PREVENTI ON, DETECTI ON, AND
TREATMENT OF ARTHRI TI S AMONG STATE AND LOCAL HEALTH OFFI ClI ALS,
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HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS AND OTHER HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS, AND POLI CY
MAKERS.

(G TO | MPLEMENT AND COORDI NATE STATE AND LOCAL PROGRAMS AND
SERVI CES TO REDUCE THE PUBLI C HEALTH BURDEN OF ARTHRI TI S.

(H TO ADEQUATELY FUND THE PROGRAMS DESCRI BED | N SUBDI VI SI ON
(G ON A STATE LEVEL.

(1) TO PROVI DE LASTI NG | MPROVEMENTS | N THE DELI VERY OF HEALTH
CARE FOR | NDI VI DUALS W TH ARTHRI TI'S AND THEI R FAM LI ES, THUS
| MPROVI NG THEI R QUALI TY OF LI FE WHI LE ALSO CONTAI NI NG HEALTH CARE
COSTS.

SEC. 5557. THE DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DO ALL OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(A) PROVI DE SUFFI Cl ENT STAFF TO | MPLEMENT THE ARTHRI TI'S
PREVENTI ON AND CONTROL PROGRAM

(B) PROVI DE APPROPRI ATE TRAI NI NG FOR THE STAFF OF THE
ARTHRI TI' S PREVENTI ON AND CONTROL PROGRAM

(C) | DENTI FY THE APPROPRI ATE ORGANI ZATI ONS TO CARRY OUT THE
PROGRAM

(D) BASE THE PROGRAM ON THE MOST CURRENT SCl ENTI FI C
| NFORMATI ON AND FI NDI NGS.

(E) WORK TO | NCREASE AND | MPROVE COMMUNI TY- BASED SERVI CES
AVAI LABLE TO PEOPLE W TH ARTHRI TI' S AND THEI R FAM LY MEMBERS.

(F) WORK W TH GOVERNMENTAL OFFI CES, NATI ONAL VOLUNTARY HEALTH
ORGANI ZATI ONS AND THEI R LOCAL CHAPTERS, COMMUNI TY AND BUSI NESS
LEADERS, COVMUNI TY ORGANI ZATI ONS, AND HEALTH CARE AND HUMAN SERVI CE
PROVI DERS TO COORDI NATE EFFORTS AND MAXI M ZE STATE RESOURCES | N THE
AREAS OF PREVENTI ON, EDUCATI ON, DETECTI ON, PAI N MANAGEMENT, AND
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TREATMENT OF ARTHRI TI S.

(G | DENTIFY AND, WHEN APPROPRI ATE, USE EVI DENCE- BASED
ARTHRI TI S PROGRAMS AND OBTAI N RELATED MATERI ALS AND SERVI CES FROM
ORGANI ZATI ONS W TH APPROPRI ATE EXPERTI SE AND KNOWNLEDGE OF
ARTHRI TI S.

SEC. 5559. (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH, PROMOTE, AND
MAI NTAIN AN ARTHRI TI' S PREVENTI ON AND CONTRCL PROGRAM I N ORDER TO
RAI SE PUBLI C AWARENESS, EDUCATE CONSUMERS, EDUCATE AND TRAI' N HEALTH
PROFESSI ONALS, TEACHERS, AND HUMAN SERVI CES PROVI DERS, AND FOR
OTHER PURPCSES.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONDUCT A NEEDS ASSESSMENT TO
| DENTI FY ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG, AS |IT RELATES TO ARTHRITI S:

(A) EPIDEM OLOd CAL AND OTHER PUBLI C HEALTH RESEARCH BEI NG
CONDUCTED W THI N THE STATE

(B) AVAI LABLE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE AND EDUCATI ONAL MATERI ALS
AND PROGRAMS NATI ONW DE AND W THI N THE STATE

(©) THE LEVEL OF PUBLI C AND PROFESSI ONAL ARTHRI TI S AWARENESS.

(D) THE NEEDS OF PEOPLE IN THI S STATE WTH ARTHRITI S, THEIR
FAM LI ES, AND CAREG VERS.

(E) EDUCATI ONAL AND SUPPCRT SERVI CE NEEDS OF HEALTH CARE
PROVI DERS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, PHYSI Cl ANS, NURSES, AND
MANAGED CARE ORGANI ZATI ONS

(F) THE SERVI CES AVAI LABLE TO A PERSON W TH ARTHRI TI S.

(G THE EXI STENCE OF ARTHRI TI S TREATMENT, SELF- MANAGEMENT,
PHYSI CAL ACTI VI TY, AND OTHER EDUCATI ON PROGRANMS.

(H THE EXI STENCE OF REHABI LI TATI ON SERVI CES.

(3) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH AND COORDI NATE AN ADVI SORY
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PANEL ON ARTHRI TI' S THAT W LL PROVI DE NONGOVERNMENTAL | NPUT
REGARDI NG THE ARTHRI TI S PREVENTI ON AND CONTRCL PROGRAM MEMBERSH P
SHALL INCLUDE, BUT IS NOT LIMTED TO, PERSONS W TH ARTHRI TI S
PUBLI C HEALTH EDUCATORS, MEDI CAL EXPERTS ON ARTHRI TI' S, PROVI DERS OF
ARTHRI TI' S HEALTH CARE, PERSONS KNOALEDGEABLE | N HEALTH PROMOTI ON
AND EDUCATI ON, AND REPRESENTATI VES OF NATI ONAL ARTHRI TI S
ORGANI ZATI ONS AND THEI R LOCAL CHAPTERS

(4) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL USE, BUT IS NOT LIMTED TQ
STRATEGQ ES CONSI STENT W TH THE NATI ONAL ARTHRI TI' S ACTI ON PLAN, THE
M CH GAN ARTHRI TI S ACTI ON PLAN, AND OTHER EXI STI NG STATE PLANNI NG
EFFORTS TO RAI SE PUBLI C AWARENESS AND KNOALEDGE ON THE CAUSES AND
NATURE OF ARTHRITI S, PERSONAL RI SK FACTORS, VALUE OF PREVENTI ON AND
EARLY DETECTI ON, WAYS TO M NI M ZE PREVENTABLE PAIN, AND OPTI ONS FOR
DI AGNCSI NG AND TREATI NG THE DI SEASE

(5) THE DEPARTMENT MAY REPLI CATE AND USE SUCCESSFUL ARTHRI TI S
PROGRAMS, ENTER | NTO CONTRACTS, AND PURCHASE MATERI ALS OR SERVI CES
FROM ENTI TI ES W TH APPROPRI ATE EXPERTI SE FOR SUCH SERVI CES AND
MATERI ALS AS ARE NECESSARY TO CARRY QUT THE GOALS OF THE ARTHRI TI S
PREVENTI ON AND CONTROL PROGRAM

(6) THE DEPARTMENT MAY ENTER | NTO AN AGREEMENT WTH 1 OR MORE
NATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS W TH EXPERTI SE IN ARTHRI TI'S TO | MPLEMENT
PARTS OF THE ARTHRI TI S PREVENTI ON AND CONTROL PROGRAM

SEC. 5561. (1) THE DI RECTOR MAY ACCEPT GRANTS, SERVI CES, AND
PROPERTY FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND FROM PRI VATE FOUNDATI ONS
ORGANI ZATI ONS, MEDI CAL SCHOOLS, AND OTHER ENTI TI ES AS MAY BE
AVAI LABLE FOR THE PURPOSES OF FULFI LLI NG THE OBLI GATI ONS OF THE
ARTHRI TI' S PREVENTI ON AND CONTRCOL PROGRAM
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(2) THE DI RECTOR SHALL SEEK A FEDERAL WAI VER OR WAI VERS THAT
MAY BE NECESSARY TO MAXIM ZE FUNDS RECElI VED FROM THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT TO | MPLEMENT THE ARTHRI TI'S PREVENTI ON AND CONTROL
PROGRAM
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