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HOUSE BILL No. 5259

October 5, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Casperson, Laloy, Marleau, Nitz, Moore, Meyer,
Gosselin, Gleason, David Law, Wenke, Murphy, Gaffney, Huizenga, Nofs, Mayes,
Robertson, Hune, Hildenbrand, Stakoe, Stahl, Pearce, Hoogendyk, Pastor, Vander Veen,
Farhat, Baxter, Farrah, Palsrok, Elsenheimer and Accavitti and referred to the Committee
on Transportation.

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code, "
by amendi ng section 722 (MCL 257.722), as anmended by 2002 PA 41.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 722. (1) The maxi mum axl e | oad shall not exceed the
nunber of pounds designated in the follow ng provisions that
prescribe the di stance between axl es:

(a) If the axle spacing is 9 feet or nore between axles, the
maxi mum axl e | oad shall not exceed 18,000 pounds for vehicles
equi pped with high pressure pneumatic or balloon tires.

(b) If the axle spacing is less than 9 feet between 2 axles
but nore than 3-1/2 feet, the maxi num axle | oad shall not exceed

13, 000 pounds for high pressure pneumatic or balloon tires.
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(c) If the axles are spaced less than 3-1/2 feet apart, the
maxi mum axl e | oad shall not exceed 9,000 pounds per axle.

(d) Subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) shall be known as the
normal | oadi ng maxi mum

(2) When normal loading is in effect, the state transportation
departnent, or a local authority with respect to highways under its
jurisdiction, may designate certain highways, or sections of those
hi ghways, where bridges and road surfaces are adequate for heavier
| oadi ng, and revise a designation as needed, on which the maxi num
tandem axl e assenbly | oading shall not exceed 16,000 pounds for any
axle of the assenbly, if there is no other axle within 9 feet of
any axle of the assenbly.

(3) On a legal conbination of vehicles, only 1 tandem axl e
assenbly shall be permtted on the designated hi ghways at the gross
perm ssi bl e wei ght of 16,000 pounds per axle, if there is no other
axle within 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly, and if no other
t andem axl e assenbly in the conbination of vehicles exceeds a gross
wei ght of 13,000 pounds per axle. On a conbination of truck tractor
and semtrailer having not nore than 5 axles, 2 consecutive tandem
axl e assenblies shall be permtted on the designated hi ghways at a
gross perm ssi bl e weight of 16,000 pounds per axle, if there is no
other axle within 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly.

(4) Notwithstandi ng subsection (3), on a conbi nation of truck
tractor and semtrailer having not nore than 5 axles, 2 consecutive
sets of tandem axles may carry a gross perm ssible weight of not to
exceed 17,000 pounds on any axle of the tandemaxles if there is no

other axle within 9 feet of any axle of the tandem axles and if the
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first and |ast axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles are
not | ess than 36 feet apart and the gross vehicle wei ght does not
exceed 80, 000 pounds to pick up and deliver agricultural
commodities between the national truck network or specia
desi gnat ed hi ghways and any ot her highway. This subsection is not
subj ect to the maxi mum axl e | oads of subsections (1), (2), and (3).
For purposes of this subsection, a "tandem axle" neans 2 axles
spaced nore than 40 i nches but not nore than 96 inches apart or 2
axl es spaced nore than 3-1/2 feet but less than 9 feet apart. This
subsecti on does not apply during that period when reduced maxi mum
| oads are in effect pursuant to subsection —A— (9). This
subsecti on does not apply after Decenber 31, 2006.

(5) The exception to the | oading maxi nuns and gross vehicle

wei ght requirenents of subsection (33— (13) under subsection —(#-

(9) for a person hauling agricultural comopdities —er—a—publie
vtHHty—vehiele— applies only if the person who picks up or
delivers the agricultural comobdity either froma farmor to a farm
or—the—pubbHe—utiHty— notifies the county road comm ssion for
roads under its authority not |less than 48 hours before the pickup
or delivery of the time and | ocation of the pickup or delivery. The
county road comm ssion shall issue a permt to the person —er—the
pub-e—utiHty— and charge a fee that does not exceed the
adm ni strative costs incurred. The permt shall contain ALL OF the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The designated route or routes of travel for the | oad.

(b) The date and tine period requested by the person who picks
up or delivers the agricultural comopdities —er—thepuble—utiity
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during which the | oad may be delivered or picked up

(c) A maximum speed limt of travel, if necessary.

(d) Any other specific conditions agreed to between the
parti es.

(6) THE EXCEPTI ON TO THE LQOADI NG MAXI MUMS AND GRCSS VEH CLE
VEI GHT REQUI REMENTS OF SUBSECTI ON (13) UNDER SUBSECTI ON (9) APPLIES
TO PUBLI C UTILITY VEH CLES ONLY UNDER THE FOLLOW NG Cl RCUMSTANCES:

(A) FOR EMERGENCY PUBLI C UTILITY WORK, THE PUBLI C UTI LI TY
VEH CLE TRAVELS TO AND FROM THE SI TE OF EMERGENCY PUBLI C UTI LI TY
WORK AT A SPEED NOT GREATER THAN 35 M LES PER HOUR.

(B) FOR NONEMERGENCY PUBLI C UTILITY WORK, THE PUBLIC UTILITY
NOTI FI ES THE COUNTY ROAD COMM SSI ON FOR ROADS UNDER I TS AUTHORI TY
NOT LESS THAN 48 HOURS BEFORE THE PUBLI C UTILITY VEH CLE TRAVELS TO
AND FROM THE SI TE OF NONEMERGENCY PUBLI C UTI LI TY WORK OF THE TI ME
AND LOCATI ON OF THE NONEMERGENCY PUBLI C UTILITY WORK. | F THE PUBLI C
UTI LI TY PROVI DES THE REQUI RED NOTI CE, THE COUNTY ROAD COWM SSI ON
SHALL ISSUE A PERM T TO THE PUBLI C UTI LI TY FOR THAT NONEMERGENCY
PUBLI C UTILITY WORK. THE COUNTY ROAD COW SSI ON MAY CHARCGE A FEE
FOR | SSU NG THE PERM T THAT DOES NOT EXCEED THE ADM NI STRATI VE
COSTS I NCURRED. THE PERM T SHALL CONTAI N ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) THE DESI GNATED ROUTE OR ROUTES OF TRAVEL FOR THE
NONEMERGENCY PUBLI C UTI LI TY WORK.

(ii) THE DATE AND TI ME PERI OD REQUESTED BY THE PUBLI C UTI LI TY
DURI NG VWH CH THE SCHEDULED NONEMERGENCY UTILITY WORK | S TO BE
PERFORNVED.

(i) THE MAXI MUM SPEED LIM T OF TRAVEL, |F NECESSARY.

(iv) ANY OTHER SPECI FI C CONDI TI ONS AGREED TO BETWEEN THE PUBLI C
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UTILITY AND THE COUNTY ROCAD COW SSI ON

(7) A PUBLIC UTILITY MAY COWENCE OR COVPLETE NONEMERGENCY
UTI LI TY WORK AFTER THE DATE AND TI ME SPECI FI ED ON A PERM T | SSUED
PURSUANT TO SUBSECTI ON (6)(B) | F, DUE TO UNFORESEEN Cl RCUMSTANCES,
THE PUBLIC UTILITY IS UNABLE TO COMWENCE OR COMPLETE THE WORK
DURI NG THAT SPECI FI ED TI ME.

(8) —6)— The normal size of tires shall be the rated size as
publ i shed by the manufacturers, and the maxi num wheel | oad
perm ssi ble for any wheel shall not exceed 700 pounds per inch of
width of tire.

(9) A~— Except as provided in this subsection and subsection
8)— (10), during the nonths of March, April, and May in each year,
t he maxi num axl e | oad al |l owabl e on concrete pavenents or pavenents
with a concrete base —shall—be— ARE reduced by 25% from the maxi mum
axle | oad as specified in this chapter, and the nmaxi nrum axl e | oads
al l omabl e on all other types of roads during these nonths —shal—be
ARE reduced by 35% fromthe maxi mum axl e | oads as specified. The
maxi mum wheel | oad shall not exceed 525 pounds per inch of tire
wi dth on concrete and concrete base or 450 pounds per inch of tire
width on all other roads during the period the seasonal road
restrictions are in effect. This subsection does not apply to
vehi cles transporting agricultural conmodities or public utility
vehicles on a highway, road, or street under the jurisdiction of a
| ocal road agency.

(10) —8)— The state transportation departnent for roads under
its jurisdiction and a county road comm ssion for roads under its

jurisdiction may grant exenptions from seasonal weight restrictions

02117' 05 ** TVD



© 00 N o o B~ wWw N P

N NN N N N NN PR P P P R P P R Rk R
N~ o o0 A WN P O ©O 0N OO0~ WDN P O

6

for mlk on specified routes when requested in witing. Approval or
deni al of a request for an exenption shall be given by witten
notice to the applicant within 30 days after the date of subm ssion
of the application. If a request is denied, the witten notice
shall state the reason for denial and alternate routes for which
the permt may be issued. The applicant —shalH—have— HAS the right
to appeal to the state transportati on comm ssion or the county road
commi ssion. These exenpti ons —shal— DO not apply on county roads
in counties that have negotiated agreenents with m |k haul ers or
haul ers of other conmodities during periods of seasonal load limts
before April 14, 1993. This subsection does not limt the ability
of these counties to continue to negotiate such agreenents.

(11) 99— The state transportation departnent, or a |oca
authority with respect to highways under its jurisdiction, my —#n
Hs—diseretioen— suspend the restrictions inposed by this section
when and where conditions of the highways or the public health,
safety, and wel fare warrant suspension, and inpose the restricted
| oadi ng requirenents of this section on designated hi ghways at any
other time that the conditions of the highway require.

(12) 36— For the purpose of —enforcenent—of— ENFORCING this
act, the gross vehicle weight of a single vehicle and | oad or a
conbi nation of vehicles and | oads, shall be determ ned by wei ghing
i ndi vi dual axles or groups of axles, and the total weight on al
the axles shall be the gross vehicle weight. In addition, the gross
axl e wei ght shall be determ ned by wei ghing individual axles or by
wei ghing a group of axles and dividing the gross weight of the

group of axles by the nunber of axles in the group. —Pursuant—te
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FOR PURPOSES OF subsection (33— (13), the overall gross weight on
a group of 2 or nore axles shall be determ ned by wei ghi ng
i ndi vi dual axles or several axles, and the total weight of all the
axles in the group shall be the overall gross weight of the group.
(13) (31— The loading maxi mumin this subsection applies to
interstate highways, and the state transportati on departnent, or a
| ocal authority with respect to highways under its jurisdiction,
may desi gnate a hi ghway, or a section of a highway, for the
operation of vehicles having a gross vehicle weight of not nore
t han 80, 000 pounds that are subject to the follow ng | oad maxi nmumns:
(a) Twenty thousand pounds on any 1 axle, including all
enforcenent tol erances.
(b) A tandem axl e wei ght of 34,000 pounds, including all
enf orcenment tol erances.
(c) An overall gross weight on a group of 2 or nore

consecutive axles equaling:

W= 500 /LN + 12N + 36\
\ N1 /

where W= overall gross weight on a group of 2 or nore consecutive
axles to the nearest 500 pounds, L = distance in feet between the
extrene of a group of 2 or nore consecutive axles, and N = nunber
of axles in the group under consideration; except that 2
consecutive sets of tandem axles nmay carry a gross |oad of 34,000
pounds each if the first and | ast axles of the consecutive sets of
tandem axl es are not |less than 36 feet apart. The gross vehicle

wei ght shall not exceed 80, 000 pounds including all enforcenent
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tol erances. Except for 5 axle truck tractor, semtrailer
conbi nations having 2 consecutive sets of tandem axl es, vehicles
having a gross wei ght in excess of 80,000 pounds or in excess of
t he vehicle gross weight determ ned by application of the fornula
in this subsecti on —shaltl—be— ARE subject to the nmaxi mum axl e | oads
of subsections (1), (2), and (3). As used in this subsection,
"tandem axl e wei ght" nmeans the total weight transmtted to the road
by 2 or nore consecutive axles, the centers of which may be
i ncl uded between parallel transverse vertical planes spaced nore
than 40 inches but not nore than 96 inches apart, extending across
the full width of the vehicle. Except as otherw se provided in this
section, vehicles transporting agricultural commodities —shatH-
have wei ght | oad maxi muns as —defined— SET FORTH in this
subsecti on.

(14) (22— As used in this section: ——“agrieultural
corpdi-ties™

(A) "AGRI CULTURAL COWMODI TI ES" means those plants and ani mal s
useful to human bei ngs produced by agriculture and includes, but is
not limted to, forages and sod crops, grains and feed crops, field
crops, dairy and dairy products, poultry and poultry products,
cervidae, livestock, including breeding and grazing, equine, fish,
and ot her aquacultural products, bees and bee products, berries,
herbs, fruits, vegetables, flowers, seeds, grasses, nursery stock,
nmushroons, fertilizer, |ivestock bedding, farm ng equipnent, and
fuel for agricultural use. The term “agreculturalcomrpdities™
shalH— DCES not include trees —and— OR | unber.

(B) "EMERGENCY PUBLI C UTILITY WORK" MEANS WORK PERFORMED TO
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RESTORE PUBLI C UTILITY SERVICE OR TO ELI M NATE A DANGER TO THE
PUBLI C DUE TO AN UNFORESEEN CI RCUMSTANCE, A NATURAL DI SASTER, OR AN
ACT OF GOD, WHETHER OR NOT A PUBLI C OFFI CI AL HAS DECLARED AN
EMERGENCY.
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