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HOUSE BILL No. 5399

November 2, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Condino, Tobocman, Kolb, Alma Smith, Donigan,
Cushingberry, Leland, Lipsey, Plakas, Miller, Meisner, Hopgood, Drolet, Byrnes,
Anderson, Vagnozzi, Whitmer, Gillard, Accavitti, Clack, Gonzales, Zelenko, Williams,
Waters, Polidori, Kathleen Law, Farrah, Bennett and Lemmons, 111 and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary.

A bill to anmend 1939 PA 288, entitled
"Probate code of 1939,"
by amendi ng section 24 (MCL 710.24), as anended by 2004 PA 487.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 24. (1) If a person desires to adopt a child or an adult
and to bestow upon the adoptee his or her famly nanme, or to adopt
a child or an adult without a nane change, wth the intent to make
t he adoptee his or her heir, that person, together with his wife or
her husband, if married, shall file a petition with the court of
the county in which the petitioner resides or where the adoptee is
found or, if the petitioner and adoptee reside out of state, where
the parent's parental rights were term nated or are pending
termnation. If both parents' parental rights were term nated at

different times and in different courts, a petition filed under
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this section shall be filed in the court of the county where
parental rights were first termnated. If there has been a
tenporary placenment of the child, the petition for adoption shal

be filed with the court that received the report described in
section 23d(2) of this chapter. TWO UNMARRI ED PERSONS MAY JO N IN
THE ADOPTI ON OF A CHI LD AND TOGETHER SHALL FILE A PETITION WTH THE
COURT AS PRESCRIBED IN THI S SECTI ON. AN ALREADY EXI STI NG LEGAL
PARENT OF A CHI LD MAY DI RECTLY CONSENT TO ANOTHER ADULT ADOPTI NG
THAT CHI LD, I N VWH CH CASE TERM NATI ON OF THE EXI STI NG LEGAL
PARENT' S PARENTAL RI GHTS IS UNNECESSARY

(2) I'n an adoption proceeding in which there is nore than 1
applicant, the petition for adoption shall be filed with the court
of the county where the parent's parental rights were term nated or
are pending termnation. If both parents' parental rights were
termnated at different tines and in different courts, a petition
filed under this section shall be filed in the court of the county
where parental rights were first term nated.

(3) If a petition to adopt is filed in a county other than
that in which the petitioner resides or the prospective adoptee is
found, the chief judge of the court nmay, upon notion, enter an
order transferring jurisdiction of the matter to the court of the
county in which the petitioner resides or the prospective adoptee
i s found.

(4) The petition for adoption shall be verified by each
petitioner and shall contain the follow ng infornmation:

(a) The name, date and place of birth, and place of residence

of each petitioner, including the maiden nane of the adopting
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not her .

(b) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (7), the nane,
date and place of birth, and place of residence if known of the
adopt ee.

(c) The relationship, if any, of the adoptee to the
petitioner.

(d) The full nane by which the adoptee shall be known after
adopti on.

(e) The full description of the property, if any, of the
adopt ee.

(f) Unless the rights of the parents have been termnated by a
court of conpetent jurisdiction or except as otherw se provided in
subsection (7), the nanes of the parents of the adoptee and the
pl ace of residence of each living parent if known.

(g) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (7), the nane
and pl ace of residence of the guardian of the person or estate of
t he adoptee, if any has been appoi nt ed.

(5) In a direct placenent, the petitioner shall attach to the
petition a verified statenent certifying that the petitioner has
been infornmed of the availability of counseling services and
whet her the petitioner has received counseling.

(6) Except as otherwi se provided in this subsection, in a
di rect placenent, the petitioner shall attach a copy of a
prepl acenent assessnent of the petitioner conpleted or updated
within 1 year before the petition is filed with a finding that the
petitioner is suitable to be a parent of an adoptee, copies of al

ot her prepl acenent assessnents of the petitioner, if any others
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have been conpleted, and a verified statement stating that no

prepl acement assessnents of the petitioner have been conpl eted

ot her than those attached to the petition and expl ai ning any

prepl acement assessnents of the petitioner that have been initiated
but not conpleted. If the petitioner is seeking review of a

prepl acenment assessnent under section 23f(8) of this chapter, the
petitioner may conply with this subsection by attaching a copy of

t hat prepl acenment assessnent and a copy of the application for
review, together with copies of all other preplacenent assessnents
and the verified statenent required by this section.

(7) In a direct placenment in which the parties have el ected
not to exchange identifying information, the information required
by subsection (4)(f) and (g) and the surnane and place of residence
of the adoptee required under subsection (4)(b) nay be omtted. The
attorney or child placing agency assisting in the adoption shal

file a verified statement containing the omtted information
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