HOUSE BILL No. 5494

HOUSE BILL No. 5494

December 8, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Pavlov, Laloy, David Law, Casperson, Moore, Taub,
Kahn and Gleason and referred to the Committee on Transportation.

A bill to anend 1990 PA 187, entitled
"The pupil transportation act,"”
by amending the title and sections 5, 7, 9, 10, 10a, 11, 21, 23,
25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 39, 41, 43, 49, 51, 53, 55, 57, 61, 67, 69,
70, and 73 (MCL 257.1805, 257.1807, 257.1809, 257.1810,
257.1810a, 257.1811, 257.1821, 257.1823, 257.1825, 257.1827,
257.1829, 257.1831, 257.1833, 257.1839, 257.1841, 257.1843,
257.1849, 257.1851, 257.1853, 257.1855, 257.1857, 257.1861,
257.1867, 257.1869, 257.1870, and 257.1873), sections 5, 7, 10,
and 10a as anended by 2000 PA 49, section 23 as anmended by 1990
PA 322, section 33 as anended by 2001 PA 130, section 49 as
anended by 1994 PA 309, section 53 as anended by 2004 PA 131,
section 55 as anmended by 2004 PA 231, and section 57 as anended
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by 1996 PA 170; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
TI TLE
An act to regul ate the equi pnment, mai ntenance, operation

and use of school buses; —andpupit—transportation—vehieles— to
prescribe the qualifications of school bus —anrdpup--

transportation—vehiele— drivers; to prescribe the powers and
duties of certain state and | ocal governnental agencies; to
create an advisory conmttee and to prescribe its powers and

duties; and to prescribe remnmedi es and penalti es.

Sec. 5. (1) "Mbodified school bus" means a school bus of any
i : . Ll ed fuel I I | i fied
 uel I I " i | fuel
(1) 22— "Mdtor bus" and "notor carrier of passengers" nean
those terns as defined in section 3 of the notor bus

transportation act, 1982 PA 432, MCL 474.103.
(2) —3)— "Nonpublic school" nmeans —a—private-school—a

THAT TERM AS DEFI NED IN SECTION 5 OF THE REVI SED SCHOOL CODE
1976 PA 451, MCL 380.5.

(3) 4)— "Public school" means —atecal—school—distriect—a
I | hool_di et bl hool erry . .

L . ; hool_di . lof | by |
THAT TERM AS DEFI NED IN SECTION 5 OF THE REVI SED SCHOOL CODE
1976 PA 451, MCL 380. 5.

: hool_| " : , I : : :
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g ot i ke Lor

——(h)New-exhaust—system-
(4) H— "Rule" neans a rule pronul gated pursuant to the

adm ni strative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to
24. 328.

(5) —8)— "School" means either a public school or a
nonpubl i c school, or both.

Sec. 7. (1) "School bus" neans a notor vehicle —etherthan
a—pupH—transpoertatien—vehiele,— with a manufacturer's rated
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seating capacity of 11 or nore passengers, including the driver,
used for the transportati on of PREPRI MARY, PRI MARY, OR SECONDARY
SCHOOL pupils to or fromschool or school-related events —that—+s

or—agreenent—wth—a-sechoel— OR A MULTI FUNCTI ONAL SCHOOL ACTIVITY
BUS MANUFACTURED AFTER SEPTEMBER 2, 2003 AS DEFINED IN 49 CFR

571.3, 49 CFR 571.108, AND 49 CFR 571.131. School bus does not
include a vehicle operated by a public transit agency or
authority or by a notor carrier certified by the state
transportation departnment unless the vehicle is used —exelusively
PRI MARILY to transport pupils TO OR FROM SCHOOL OR SCHOOL- RELATED
EVENTS or is used to transport pupils along a route —desighedte

hools i hool_district if ol hool

puptHs—alengthe route— WHERE THE PUPILS are required to cross
t he —highway—er— roadway, as described in section 55. A VEH CLE

THAT IS NOT A SCHOOL BUS IS NOT SUBJECT TO TH S ACT. For the
pur poses of this act, a parent, parent's designee, or LEGAL
guardi an transporting his or her child or another child with
witten perm ssion of the other child s parent or LEGAL guardi an

on a school -rel ated event IN A VEH CLE NOT OMNED OR CONTRACTED

FOR BY THE SCHOOL, —f—net——conpensatedbythe-school—shall—not
be—considered—an—agent—ofthe-sehool— IS NOT SUBJECT TO TH S ACT.
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v . losi hild
from-school—or—school-related-events—
(2) 3y "Type | school bus" nmeans a school bus with a
gross vehicle weight rating of nore than 10, 000 pounds.
(3) 4)— "Type Il school bus" nmeans a school bus with a

gross vehicle rating of 10,000 pounds or |ess.

Sec. 9. The state board of education shall regul ate pupi

transportation. The state board or its authorized representative
may review, confirm set aside, or anmend the action, order, or
deci sion of a school with reference to the routes over which
pupi |l s shall be transported, and the suitability and nunber of

t he vehicl es and equi pnent for the transportation of the pupils.
The state board shall pronul gate rules as necessary to inplenent
this act except that the departnent of state police, in

cooperation with the state board, —shall— MAY promnul gate rul es

5 I I  anal hool

buses—and—pupi-t—transpertation—vehiecles— RELATED TO VEH CLE AND
EQUI PMENT STANDARDS

Sec. 10. (1) Each —mpter—vehiele— SCHOOL BUS owned or

operated by a public or private nonpublic school, an agent of a
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school, a private business, or a unit of governnment for the
transportation of pupils to or fromschool or school-rel ated
events shall neet or exceed the federal notor vehicle safety
standards applicable to the construction and sal e of that
vehi-ele— SCHOOL BUS and for all seating positions in that
vehi cl e. A school or an agent of a school may transport pupils
with disabilities in nobile seating devices in accordance with
federal standards specifically applicable to such pupils, their
wheel chairs, and rel ated wheel chair securenment and occupant
protection systens.

(2) A vehicle, other than a school bus, with a
manuf acturer's rated seating capacity of 11 or nore passengers,
including the driver, shall not be used to transport pupils to or

from school or school -rel ated events. —after October 12002
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transport—their—ehi-bdrento—and f+romsehool—and school-—related
events under contract with the school are exenpt fromthe
regutrerents—of this—seetion—

(3) —5)— Subsection (2) does not apply to a commerci a
notor vehicle operated by a carrier certificated by the state
transportation departnent, or a bus operated by a public transit
agency or authority —exeludedfromthedefinitionof—school—bus
as—describedin-seetion—+731H— UNLESS THE VEH CLE | S USED
PRI MARI LY TO TRANSPORT PUPI LS TO OR FROM SCHOOL OR SCHOOL- RELATED
EVENTS OR | S USED TO TRANSPORT PUPI LS ALONG A ROUTE WHERE THE
PUPI LS ARE REQUI RED TO CROSS THE ROADWAY, AS DESCRI BED I N SECTI ON
55.

Sec. 10a. (1) A school may contract with a licensed notor
carrier of passengers for a notor bus to be used for occasiona
transportation of pupils to or fromschool -rel ated events. A
SCHOOL SHALL NOT DI RECTLY OPERATE A MOTOR BUS FOR THE USE OF
PUPI L TRANSPORTATI ON TO AND FROM SCHOOL OR SCHOCL- RELATED EVENTS.
A MOTOR CARRI ER CERTI FI ED BY THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT
SHALL NOT USE A MOTOR BUS PRI MARILY TO TRANSPORT PUPI LS TO AND
FROM SCHOOL.

(2) —Fhe— BEFORE THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT
THAT AMENDED THI S SECTI ON, THE departnment of education may
aut hori ze the use of a notor bus for the regular route
transportation of pupils to or fromschool or home. The
aut hori zation shall be in witing and shall include conditions or
restrictions that are necessary to safeguard the health, safety,

and wel fare of the pupils. ANY AUTHORI ZATI ON THAT IS ENTERED | NTO
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BEFORE THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT THAT AMENDED THI S
SUBSECTI ON SHALL REMAIN I N EFFECT FOR THE TIME I T | S AUTHORI ZED

(3) A MOTOR BUS BUI LT TO SCHOOL BUS SPECI FI CATI ONS THAT
COWPLI ES WTH THE APPLI CABLE FEDERAL MOTOR VEHI CLE SAFETY
STANDARDS [ S EXEMPT FROW? SHALL COWPLY W TH?] THE REQUI REMENTS
OF THI' S ACT.

Sec. 11. (1) This section and sections 13 to 21 apply to
both type | and type Il school buses except where specifically
provi ded ot herw se.

(2) Atype | school bus shall have an outside body w dth of
not nore than —96— 102 inches; an outside overall |ength of not
nore than —40— 45 feet; and an inside height of not |ess than 72
inches, aisle floor surface to ceiling. A type Il school bus
shal | have an outside body wi dth of not nore than —96— 102 inches
+— and an inside height of not |less than 60 inches, aisle floor
surface to ceiling.

(3) A bus shall be attached firnmly to the chassis. A spacer
shall be inserted between the body and the frane at every point
of contact so that shearing stresses are not put on rivet heads.

(4) A bus floor shall be of netal at |east equal in strength
to 14-gauge steel and so constructed and mai ntai ned that exhaust
gases cannot enter the bus. The floor, including wheel housi ng,

Al SLE, AND STEPVELL, shall be covered and nmaintained with —3/8—
Hreh—srooth—rubber—or—an—equi-valent—as—determnedbythe
departrent—ofl—state poliece—The arstes shall—be covered-and

mai ntai ned wth 3/16-1nch ribbed rubber or an equival ent as
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continue—tothe stepweH-—Mtaltongi-tudinal—strips—shall—be
appHedto-theaisleseanrs— A SLI P- RESI STANT SURFACE. Fl oors
shall be coved to the walls. Al closures between the body and
t he engi ne conmpartnent shall be fitted with gaskets which
effectively prevent gas fromentering the body. The bus body
floor, cross menbers, and skirts shall be conpletely undercoated.
A transm ssion inspection plate, if any, need not —berubber—
covered— HAVE A SLI P- RESI STANT SURFACE but shall be firmy
attached. —Pywoodfloors—are—optional—

(5) Sedan-type doors shall not be used on type | schoo
buses. When a jackknife-type service door is used, it shall fold
forward toward the front of the bus. If a split-type service door
is used, it shall open outward. Sedan-type doors may be used on
service entrances of type Il buses. The steps of a service door
entrance shall be covered with 3/16-inch nol ded ribbed rubber or
ot her nonslip surface.

(6) An energency exit shall be provided as foll ows:

(a) Type | school bus: the upper and | ower portion of the
central rear emergency door shall be equi pped wi th approved
safety glass. The door shall be hinged on the right side and the
door handl e |l ocated on the extrene left. Piano hinges shall not
be used. The handl e shall be in the vertical position when
| atched. A | ocking device of any kind shall not be attached to,
or made a part of, the energency door unless the |ocking device
neets all of the following criteria:

(i) The device is integrated into the ignition system

(1i)) The device is tanper resistant.
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(iii) The device has an audi bl e al arm system

(iv) The device has an audible alarmnnear the driver's seat
that wll sound when the door is |ocked and the ignition is on.

)T ovi . v I I :
BG-I—I—GG—. 0

(b) Type Il school bus: subdivision (a) applies to type |
buses except that -body gauge netal nay be substituted for safety

| . | . I ’

doubl e rear energency doors may be used. A double rear energency
door shall have a 3-point |atch.

(7) A bus body shall be lined with fiberglass or a
conpar abl e nonsettling, nonabsorbent insulation

(8) Book racks shall not be installed in a school bus.

(9) The electrical systemshall be 12 volt D.C provided
through an alternator with a mninmum of 100 anp rating and a
m ni num battery storage capacity of 500 CCA with gasoline engine,
or 900 CCA with diesel engine provided through 1 12-volt battery,
2 12-volt batteries, or 2 6-volt batteries. There shall not be an
openi ng through the floor of the bus to service the battery.

(10) ALL BAGGAGE, ARTICLES, EQUI PMENT, OR MEDI CAL SUPPLI ES
NOT HELD BY | NDI VI DUAL PASSENCGERS SHALL BE SECURED | N A MANNER
WH CH ASSURES UNRESTRI CTED ACCESS TO ALL EXITS BY ALL OCCUPANTS,
DOES NOI' RESTRICT THE DRIVER S ABILITY TO OPERATE THE BUS, AND
PROTECTS ALL OCCUPANTS AGAI NST | NJURY RESULTI NG FROM FALLI NG OR
DI SPLACEMENT OF ANY BAGGAGE, ARTI CLE, OR EQUI PMENT. OXYGEN
CYLI NDERS SECURED TO A WHEELCHAI R SHALL BE CONSI DERED TO BE I N
COVPLI ANCE WTH TH S SUBSECTI ON, PROVI DED THEY DO NOT | MPEDE
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ACCESS TO ANY EXIT.

(11) RADI O SPEAKERS SHALL BE NO CLOSER TO THE DRI VER THAN 3
SEAT PCSI TIONS BEHI ND THE DRI VER. THI S SUBSECTI ON DOES NOT APPLY
TO RADI O SPEAKERS FOR 2- WAY COVMUNI CATI ON DEVI CES.

Sec. 21. —{3)-A-schoolbusshallbe equippedwith2

— {3 AH—glass—shal+—be safety glass—and -shalH—~compby—with
the requirenents of section 27, where applicable. A SCHOOL BUS
SHALL BE EQUI PPED W TH W NDSHI ELD W PERS, WASHERS, A WASHER
RESERVO R, AND A W NDSHI ELD THAT MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS OF 49 CFR
571. 103 AND 571.104.

Sec. 23. (1) A school bus —e+—pupi-H—transpertatien—vehicle
shal | be equipped in a manner that the driver, in a normal seated
position, either by direct vision or by use of an indirect vision
mrror system shall be able to observe objects on the roadway in

front of and beside the vehicle |ocated inside a continuously

vi si bl e rectangul ar area. —-having—atength-definedasthelength
Y hi el I I I : inf Y hi el
|  dth def ] | I i dth of t hicl | |
: : L : ele : I
I i b thi I , hal 1| I 2 i nel ,
di-areter—and—convex—n—shape—
(2) The interior mrror shall be clear view, safety glass

wth a reflective surface —ef—6+neches—+nhelght—by 30+nhrehes+n
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wdbh—for—type+schoolbuses—and-—shalt—be nwetal—backed—and
frared— THAT PROVI DES A CLEAR AND REASONABLY UNOBSTRUCTED VI EW TO
THE REAR OF THE VEHI CLE AND COWPLI ES WTH 49 CFR 571. 111. It
shal | have rounded corners and padded edges. —‘nterier—m+rors

for type Il school buses shall have a reflective surface of 6

(3) Sun shades, if installed, shall be nounted so that the

nmounting brackets are not likely to cause injury in the event of

an acci dent.

4} Thi . I I g :
el . I .
transportation—vehicle-

Sec. 25. (1) A school bus shall be equipped with at |east 1,
2A-10BC dry chemi cal fire extinguisher, or its equivalent, —that
s—approved—bythe departmentof state police—and— that has an
al um num brass, or bronze valve. The extingui sher shall be
nmounted securely in an accessible place in the driver's
conmpartnment and shall be in satisfactory operating condition at
all tines.

(2) A school bus —e+r—pupit—transpertation—vehiele— shall be
equi pped with a first aid kit which shall be firmy nounted with
a quick rel ease bracket in an accessible location in the driver's
conpartnment and which shall contain, at a mninum all of the

fol | ow ng:
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(a) Bandage conpress (sterile gauze pads),

d-inch . 2 packages.
(b) Bandage conpress (sterile gauze pads),

2-1inch .. 2 packages.
(c) Adhesive conpress, l-inch ........... 2 packages.

(d) Triangular bandage with 2 safety pins,

40-iNnCh ... e 1 package.
(e) Roll gauze ........ .. ... ... . . . ... 1 package.
(f) Elastic bandage, 3-inch ............. 1 package.

——Anti-septies—andburn—ointrents—shal—notbeineluded—execept
as—feguired-bythe stale transportaton—departnent—

(3) A school bus —er—a—pupr-t—transpertatien—vehicle— shal
be equi pped with 3 bidirectional enmergency reflective triangles
which are properly cased and securely nounted and 3 red-burning
fusees which are capabl e of burning not |ess than 15 m nutes and
which are properly cased and securely nounted in the driver's
conmpartnment. Fusees and reflectors shall comply with the
standards set forth in this act and the rules pronmul gated
pursuant to this act.

Sec. 27. (1) A school bus —e+—pupi-H—transpertatien—vehicle
shal | be equipped with safety gl ass wherever glass is used in
doors, wi ndows, and wi ndshields. R gid safety plastic which neets
the test requirenents of Anerican national standards institute
standard Z26. 1-1966 may be used on school buses in lieu of safety
gl ass, except that front w ndshields shall be equi pped with
safety glass. School buses shall be fitted with at |east 1 push-

out w ndow sash on each side of any school bus on which the
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pl astic panes are install ed.

(2) As used in this section, "safety glass" neans a product
conmposed of gl ass, so manufactured, fabricated, or treated as
substantially to prevent shattering and flying of the glass when
struck or broken.

Sec. 29. Any part of a —gaseline— FUEL tank or container or
i nt ake pipe shall not be located within or above the passenger-
carrying portion of a school bus unless securely sealed off from
that portion by neans of a substantial netal cover. Fuel |ines
shal | not extend above the frane rails. The gasoline container,

i ncl udi ng intake pipe, cap and vent on a school bus manufact ured
subsequent to Decenber 31, 1964, shall be so designed that, in
the event of overturn, the —gaseline— FUEL will not be spilled at
a rate in excess of 1 ounce per mnute.

Sec. 31. A school bus may be equi pped with a fl ashing,
oscillating, or rotating Iight nmounted on the roof of the bus
approximtely 6 feet fromthe rear of the vehicle which displays
a white light to the front, side, and rear of the bus. —whieh— IF
A SCHOOL BUS IS EQUI PPED W TH SUCH A LI GHT, THERE IS NO
REQUI REMENT THAT A DRIVER USE I T. THE |ight —may— SHALL NOT be
actuated by the driver —fer—use—onlyinineclerent— UNLESS 1 OR
MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG CONDI TI ONS EXI ST:

(A) I NCLEMENT weat her such as fog, rain, or snow. ——when
| ; i el :

(B) WHEN passengers ——f+rom ARE BOARDI NG OR BEI NG
DI SCHARGED

(C FROM 1/2 hour —befoere— AFTER sunset until 1/2 hour
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after— BEFORE sunrise. ——eor—where

(D) WHERE conditions hinder the visibility of the schoo
bus.

Sec. 33. (1) A school bus shall be painted as foll ows:

(a) The body, cow, hood, and fenders shall be nationa
school bus chrone yel | ow.

(b) The bunper, body trim wheels, and lettering shall be
bl ack. The wheel rins shall be gray, black, WH TE, or natural, as
provi ded by the manufacturer.

(c) The wheel covers, if painted, shall be bl ack.

(d) The grill, if not chrome, shall be national school bus
chrome yel | ow.

(e) The mrrors, if painted, shall be black or yellow

(f) The nane of the school district OR CONTRACTOR shall be
painted— PERVANENTLY AFFI XED in bl ack LETTERS THAT ARE AT LEAST 6
| NCHES HI GH on the —baeks—front—and— sides of the bus. THE NAVE
OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR CONTRACTOR SHALL BE PERMANENTLY AFFI XED
ON THE FRONT AND BACK OF THE BUS I N BLACK LETTERS.

(G THE WORDS " SCHOOL BUS'" SHALL BE PERMANENTLY AFFI XED ON
THE FRONT AND BACK COF THE BUS BETWEEN THE OVERHEAD FLASHERS | N
BLACK LETTERS THAT ARE AT LEAST 8 | NCHES | N HEl GHT.

(H THE OQUTSIDE OF A SCHOOL BUS SHALL NOT HAVE ANY OTHER
LETTERI NG SYMBOL, NMARKI NG OR ADVERTI SI NG, EXCEPT THAT AN MAL
Pl CTURES, CARTOON FI GURES, AND SI M LAR I NSI GNI A MAY BE AFFI XED TO
THE BUS | N A TEMPORARY MANNER NEAR THE ENTRANCE DCOOR, BUT NOT
CLOSER THAN THE SECOND W NDOW TO ASSI ST | N | DENTI FYI NG THE BUS
ROUTE. A UNI QUE | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER MAY BE PERMANENTLY AFFI XED
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ON THE UPPER CORNERS OF THE BACK, FRONT, OR SIDES OF THE BUS. A
CONTRACTOR SHALL DI SPLAY A USDOT NUMBER WHEN REQUI RED AND | N THE
MANNER REQUI RED BY 49 CFR PARTS 390 TO 399.

(1) WWORDI NG FOR SCHOOL BUS ROOF AND DOOR EMERGENCY EXI TS,
FOR I NSI DE AND QUTSI DE THE BUS, SHALL COVPLY W TH THE MOTOR
VEH CLE SAFETY STANDARDS FOUND I N 49 CFR 571. 217.

(J) THE ROOF OF A SCHOCOL BUS MAY BE WHI TE OR YELLOW
HONEVER, NO PART OF A SCHOOL BUS MAY BE WHI TE BELOW THE DRI P RAI L
ABOVE THE SI DE W NDOWS.

(2) Except for a bus |eased seasonally to transport
agricultural workers to and froma field for agricultura
operations, a bus, other than a school bus, shall not be painted,
in whole or in part, in the colors and design specified in
subsection (1).

(3) SUBSECTI ON (1) DOES NOT APPLY TO MULTI FUNCTI ONAL SCHOOL
ACTI VI TY BUSES.

(4) THI'S SECTI ON DOES NOT APPLY TO A MOTOR CARRI ER CERTI FI ED
BY THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT USI NG A MOTOR BUS FOR
SCHOOL- RELATED EVENT TRANSPORTATI ON

Sec. 39. (1) The departnment of state police shall inspect

each school bus —andpupi-t—transpertatien—vehiele— annually, and
morefrequentby—at—a-seheol— AS THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLI CE
DETERM NES NECESSARY wher e school bus —er—pupi—transpertation
veht-ele— defects have been found, to determne if the school bus
or—pupt—transportation—vehiecle— neets the requirenments of this
act and the rul es pronul gated pursuant to this act. The

departnent of state police may del egate the inspection of schoo
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buses to publicly enployed inspectors if the inspection conplies
with this section.

(2) Inspection of a school bus —er—pupiH—transpertatioen
vehicle— may be acconplished at any tinme, at any |ocation, on or
off a school site, and as frequently as the departnent of state
police considers necessary to secure passenger safety. A schoo
bus —er—pupit—transpertation—vehicle— may be rejected by the
i nspecting state police official for further use in
transportation of passengers if it does not neet the requirenents
of this act and the rules promul gated pursuant to this act.
However, if a school bus —er—pupi-—transportation—vehicle— is
determined to be safe for operation even though in unsatisfactory
condition, the official may determ ne that not nore than 60 days
shall be allowed to effect a specific repair.

(3) A person, —having—econtrol—overthe operationof—aschool
bus—or—pupt—transportation—vehiele— SCHOOL, OR SCHOOL BUS OANER
shal | not operate or permt to be operated a school bus —er—pupit
transportatioen—vehiele— which has not been inspected under this
section.

(4) A —modified— school bus —whiech—uses— THAT | S MODI FI ED
AFTER MANUFACTURE TO USE COVPRESSED NATURAL GAS OR |iquefied
petrol eum gas shall not be used to transport pupils unless the
installation of the fuel system has been inspected and —approved
as—safe— PASSED by the departnent of state police.

(5) ANY PUBLI C OR PRI VATE ENTI TY THAT OANS OR USES A SCHOCL
BUS FOR PUPI L TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL | DENTIFY | TSELF TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE PCLI CE SO AN | NSPECTI ON CAN BE SCHEDULED. | F
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AN ENTITY HAS HAD SCHOOL BUSES | NSPECTED I N THE PREVI QUS YEAR, IT
'S CONSI DERED TO HAVE | DENTI FI ED | TSELF. IF AN ENTI TY STOPS PUPI L
TRANSPORTATI ON I N 1 YEAR AND RESTARTS PUPI L TRANSPORTATION I N A
LATER YEAR, I T MJST | DENTIFY | TSELF TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
PCLI CE AS REQUI RI NG | NSPECTI ON BEFORE RESTARTI NG PUPI L
TRANSPORTATI ON. AN ENTI TY |'S CONSI DERED TO HAVE | DENTI FI ED | TSELF
BY NOTI FYI NG A PERSON OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLI CE

RESPONS| BLE FOR CONDUCTI NG | NSPECTI ONS UNDER THI S ACT.

(6) WHEN AN | NSPECTI ON | S SCHEDULED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE POLI CE, AN ENTITY SHALL | DENTI FY TO THE STATE PCLI CE
| NSPECTOR ALL OF THE SCHOCL BUSES THAT | T I NTENDS TO USE FOR
PUPI L TRANSPORTATI ON I N THAT SCHOOL YEAR. ANY SCHOOL BUS THAT IS
NOT SUBM TTED FOR | NSPECTI ON SHALL BE REJECTED AND HAVE A RED
STl CKER AFFI XED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 41.

(7) THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLI CE MAY PROH BI T THE
PLACEMENT AND USE OF ANY DEVI CE OR EQUI PMENT ON A SCHOOL BUS THAT
PRESENTS A SAFETY HAZARD TO THE PUPI LS, DRI VER, OR MOTORI STS
DURI NG THE LOADI NG UNLOADI NG, OR TRANSPORTATI ON OF PUPI LS.

(8) A SCHOOL, BEFORE ESTABLI SHI NG A CONTRACT WTH A COVPANY
FOR SCHOOL BUS SERVI CES, SHALL REQUI RE THE COVPANY TO VERI FY I N
VRI TI NG THAT THE BUSES USED BY THE CONTRACTOR HAVE BEEN | NSPECTED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE PCLI CE AND HAVE PASSED THAT
I NSPECTI ON. THE SCHOOL SHALL SPECI FY IN A WRI TTEN CONTRACT THAT
THE CONTRACTOR W LL NOT USE ANY SCHOOL BUSES THAT HAVE NOT BEEN
| NSPECTED OR HAVE FAI LED | NSPECTI ON, AND THAT A VI CLATION OF THI S
PROVI SI ON OF THE CONTRACT W LL RESULT | N REVOCATI ON OF THE
CONTRACT. THE CONTRACT SHALL SPECI FY THAT THE CONTRACTOR SHALL
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SUBM T, INWITING THE | NSPECTI ON RESULTS OF | TS ENTI RE FLEET OF
BUSES TO THE SCHOOL W THI N 30 DAYS OF THE COVPLETI ON OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE PCLI CE | NSPECTI ON. A SCHOOL SHALL | DENTIFY TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLI CE ALL OF THE CONTRACTORS THE SCHOCOL
'S USI NG UPON REQUEST.

Sec. 41. (1) A school bus —er—pupi-H—transpertatien—vehicle
may be rejected by the inspecting state official for use in
transporting passengers if it does not neet the requirenents of
this act and the rules pronul gated pursuant to this act.

(2) Avehicle that is determned by a state police officia
to be unsafe for further operation as a school bus —er—pupi-
transportatioen—vehiele— shall not be used in the transportation
of any passengers. An unsafe vehicle shall have affixed to its
wi ndshield, by the state police official, a red sticker which
shall read as follows: "This vehicle may not be driven in the
transportation of any passenger. Utilization of this vehicle to
transport passengers is in violation of law {reverse side} Do
not remove w thout State Police authorization." The sticker shal
remain until the condition is corrected.

(3) A school bus —er—pupi-t—transpertatien—vehicle— that is
considered to be in unsatisfactory condition, but that is safe
for operation, shall have affixed to its windshield by the state
police official a yellow sticker which shall read as foll ows:
"Thi s vehicl e has equi pnent defects. {reverse side} Repairs and
rei nspection shall be obtained on or before . Do not renove
wi thout State Police authorization.” If, upon reinspection, the

vehi cl e defect has not been repaired, replaced, or corrected, the
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state police official shall renove the yellow sticker and affix a
red sticker to the vehicle. Exceptions nay be made when the
necessary parts or equi pnment has been ordered but not received at
the tinme of reinspection. Reinspection may take place within 60
days after the original inspection.

(4) A SCHOOL BUS —e+—pupit—transpertatioen—vehicle— that is
considered to be in satisfactory condition after inspection by a
state police official shall have a M chigan vehicle inspection
passing sticker affixed to its wi ndshield. THE OMNER OF A SCHOOL
BUS SHALL REMOVE OR DESTROY THE PASS STI CKER BEFORE SELLI NG THE
SCHOOL BUS. THE DI SPLAY OF A PASS STI CKER ON A VEH CLE OTHER THAN
A SCHOOL BUS IS A M SDEMEANOR. ALL STI CKERS ARE THE PROPERTY OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE PQOLI CE

Sec. 43. The departnment of state police shall inspect a new
school bus —anrd—anew puptH—transportation—vehicle— before a
school accepts delivery. The departnment of state police shal
determ ne whether the new vehicle is acceptable for delivery. The
departnent of state police may del egate the inspection of new
school buses —andpupi—transportation—vehieles— to publicly
enpl oyed inspectors if the inspection conplies with this

subsection. A school shall not accept delivery of a new school

bus —er—pupit—transpertation—vehicle— unl ess the new vehicl e has
been i nspect ed and —grantedfinal—approval— PASSED by t he

departnent of state police under this subsection and title to the

school bus —er—pupit—transpertatien—vehiele— has been obtai ned by

the school in conpliance with this act.

Sec. 49. (1) A person, whether or not |icensed under the
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M chi gan vehicl e code, -Act—No—300—of the Publice-Acts—of 1949
being—sections 25741t 257923 of the M-chiganConpiledLaws
1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 TO 257.923, who is 17 years of age or |ess
shall not drive a school bus. —er—pupil—transpertation—vehicle—
(2) A person shall not operate a school bus —er—pupit

. hicl W I Larl hedul ed
transportation of passengers to and from school and honme unless
t hat person possesses a valid chauffeur's |license, the
appropri ate vehicle group designation, —anrd— a passenger vehicle

i ndorsement, AND A SCHOOL BUS | NDORSEMENT AS REQUI RED under

section 312e of —-ActNo—300-ofthe Publie-Actsof 1949 being

sectton—257-312eof the M-echigan—Conpiledtaws— THE M CH GAN
VEH CLE CODE, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.312E. A PERSON WTH A

COMVERCI AL DRI VER LI CENSE SHALL NOT' OPERATE A SCHOOL BUS, AND A
SCHOOL, SCHOOL BUS OMNER, OR LESSEE SHALL NOT ALLOW A PERSON W TH
A COMVERCI AL DRI VER LI CENSE TO OPERATE A SCHOCOL BUS, UNLESS THE
OPERATION I'S I N COVPLI ANCE W TH THE DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTI NG
REGULATI ONS UNDER 49 CFR PARTS 40 AND 382.

(3) A person shall not operate a school bus —er—pupi-
transportation—vehiele— or a school admnistrator or a person or
entity under contract with a school to provide pupi
transportation services shall not knowi ngly permt a person to
operate a school bus —er—pupit—transpoertation—vehiecle— for the
secheduled— transportation of pupils to and from school or school -
related events if that person has 7 or nore penalty points for

nmovi ng violations on his or her driving record under section 320a

of —Aet—No—300of the PubliecActs o+ 1949, being-seection
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254-320a—ef the M-chigan—Conpiltedtaws— THE M CH GAN VEH CLE
CODE, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.302A, or if the person has a

restricted |icense due to a conviction for a violation of section
625 of —Aet—No—300—of the Publiec-Actsof 1949, beinhgsection
257 625 of the M chigan Conpitedtaws— THE M CH GAN VEHI CLE CODE,
1949 PA 300, MCL 257.625.

(4) A COMVERCI AL DRI VER LI CENSE SKI LLS TEST SHALL BE
ADM NI STERED BY A STATE AUTHORI ZED COMMVERCI AL DRI VER LI CENSE
EXAM NER TO A SCHOCOL BUS DRI VER WHO HAS HAD 1 OR MORE OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(A) HAD H'S OR HER DRI VER LI CENSE OR COMVERCI AL DRI VER
LI CENSE SUSPENDED, REVOKED, OR CANCELED.

(B) HAS BEEN DI SQUALI FI ED FROM OPERATI NG A COMVERCI AL MOTOR
VEHI CLE.

(C© HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF ANY OF THE DI SQUALI FYlI NG OFFENSES
IN 49 CFR 383.51(B) WHI LE OPERATI NG A COMVERCI AL MOTOR VEHI CLE OR
ANY OFFENSE I N A NONCOVVERCI AL MOTOR VEHI CLE THAT WOULD BE A
DI SQUALI FYI NG CONDI TI ON UNDER 49 CFR 383.51(B) IF COWM TTED IN A
COMVERCI AL MOTOR VEH CLE.

(D) HAS MORE THAN 1 CONVI CTI ON OF ANY OF THE SERI QUS TRAFFI C
VI OLATI ONS DEFI NED I N 49 CFR 383.5, WH LE OPERATI NG A COMVERCI AL
MOTOR VEH CLE W THI N THE LAST 3 YEARS.

(E) HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF ANY MOTOR VEH CLE TRAFFI C
VI OLATI ON THAT RESULTED I N AN ACCI DENT WH LE OPERATI NG A
COMVERCI AL MOTOR VEH CLE.

(F) HAS BEEN DI SQUALI FI ED FROM OPERATI NG A SCHOOL BUS UNDER
SECTI ON 49( 3).
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(G A DRIVER WHO | S REQUI RED TO TAKE A TEST UNDER THI S
SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT OPERATE A SCHOOL BUS UNTI L THE DRI VER HAS
PASSED THE TEST. THE COVWMERCI AL DRI VER LI CENSE SKI LLS TEST SHALL
BE CONDUCTED BY AN EXAM NER NOT EVMPLOYED OR UNDER CONTRACT W TH
THE SAME ACENCY OR SCHOOL OF THE DRI VER BEI NG TESTED.

Sec. 51. (1) A driver of a school bus transporting

passengers or a driver of a puptl transportation vehicle used for
theregularby—scheduledtransportationof passengers—to—andfrom
sehooel—andhenme— shall have in his or her possession a
certificate stating that he or she has enrolled in the entry

| evel school bus safety education course or has successfully
conpl eted a course in school bus safety education within the

i mredi ately preceding 2 years. The entry | evel course shall be
avai l able to the school bus driver within 90 days of enroll nment.
Enrol Il ment certificates shall expire 10 days after the end of the
entry level course in which the driver is enrolled. A second
enrol I ment certificate shall not be issued. The entry I|evel
course and subsequent 6-hour continuing education course shall be
approved by the superintendent of public instruction and shall be
provi ded by an approved educational agency. The certificate of
successful conpletion of each course shall be prescribed by the
superi ntendent of public instruction and successfully conpl eted
by an instructor of the course. Failure to successfully conplete
the entry level course or to conplete the 6-hour continuing
education course within 2 years after certification of successfu
conpl etion of a prior course shall be reported by the

instructional agency to the departnment of education and to the
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school which enploys the driver. A driver who fails to
successfully conplete the entry |evel course within 90 days after
enroll ment or to neet the continuing education requirenents shal

not be permtted to drive a school bus transporting passengers.

(2) The person or persons in charge of school bus operations
at a school shall have, at a mninum successfully conpleted the
: I Ly . . u
subseetion—{1H—and— BEG NNI NG SCHOOL BUS DRI VER TRAI NI NG PROGRAM
IN HS OR HER FI RST YEAR SERVI NG AS THE PERSON OR PERSONS | N
CHARGE OF THE OPERATI ON. THE PERSON OR PERSONS | N CHARGE CF
SCHOOL BUS OPERATI ONS AT A SCHOCL shal | SUCCESSFULLY conpl ete
npot—ess—thanr— 6 hours of SUPERVI SORY continui ng education every
2 years AFTER THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETI ON OF THE BEG NNI NG SCHOOL
BUS DRI VER TRAI Nl NG PROGRAM The conti nui ng educati on course or
courses shall be approved by the superintendent of public
instruction and shall be provided by an approved educati ona
agency.

(3) The cost of any course instruction and the base rate of
conpensation of the driver shall be reinbursed by the state on an
equal basis for public and nonpublic schools as provided for by
the departnent of education. Attendance by a person at an entry
| evel course, a continuing education course, or an on-road driver
skills test as required by this section or section 52 shall be

consi dered conpensable work tinme by the school and the person
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shall be paid at not less than their base rate as determ ned by
their individual contract of enploynment or their contractual rate
as negoti ated between the school and the person's collective
bar gai ni ng representati ve.

(4) The legislature shall appropriate the funds necessary to
i mpl enent this section. —ahd-seetion52—

I I : hal | I

| eais - : hi : .
by January 1. 1991

Sec. 53. (1) Al regular drivers and substitute diivers of

Ly . | :

hiel w I L arl hedul ed . :

passengers—to—andfroemhome— A DRIVER OF A SCHOOL BUS shall, at a
m ni mum nmeet the follow ng qualifications:

(a) The requirenents of sections 49 and 51.

(b) For a school bus —er—pupiH—t+ranspertation—vehicle

operating in intrastate transportation, the annual physical
requi renments for school bus —anrdpupitt—transpertation—vehicle
drivers as authorized by the superintendent of public
instruction. In neeting these physical requirenents, the driver
shal | be exam ned by a |icensed physician, physicians' assistant,
or certified nurse practitioner and shall present the nedical
certificate to the enpl oyer.

(c) An enpl oyer who has reason to believe that a driver is
not physically qualified to drive may require a physica
exam nation for that driver in accordance with subdivision (b) at

nore frequent intervals. If an enployer requests a physica
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exam nati on under this subdivision, the enployer shall indicate
in witing what physical inpairnment covered under the

requi rements of subdivision (b) the driver is to be exam ned for
and shall only be entitled to that portion of the exam nation
results that pertain to that inpairnent. An exam nation requested
by the enpl oyer under this subdivision shall be paid for by the
enpl oyer.

(d) A copy of the nmedical certificate for a driver shall be
carried by that driver while he or she is operating a school bus.
oF—pupi—transpertation—vehicle—

(2) A record of each enployed school bus —er—pupi-
transportatioen—vehiele— driver, including a copy of his or her
medi cal certificate, departnent of education certification,
driver license, certificate of road test application for
enpl oynment, and any other information that relates to driver
qualification or ability to safely drive a school bus, —er—pupi-
transportation—vehiele,— shall be nmamintained in the enployer's
adm ni strative office.

(3) A school shall submit transportation safety rel ated
docunents, such as driver qualification records, and vehicle
mai nt enance records upon request for inspection and copying to
notor carrier officers or vehicle SAFETY inspectors of the
departnent of state police.

(4) Upon receipt of an application froma person for the
position of school bus driver, —er—pupirt—transportation—vehicle
drver— a school shall request fromthe departnent of state

police a background check to determ ne whether the person was
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convicted of any of the follow ng of fenses:

(a) Cimnal sexual conduct in any degree.

(b) Assault with intent to conmt crimnal sexual conduct.

(c) An attenpt to commt crimnal sexual conduct in any
degr ee.

(d) Felonious assault on a child, child abuse, or cruelty,
torture, or indecent exposure involving a child.

(e) Aviolation of section 145c of the M chigan penal code,
1931 PA 328, MCL 750. 145c.

(5) A person shall not snoke on a school bus. —er—pupit
transportation—vehicle—

(6) A person shall not possess or consume al coholic |iquor
or a controlled substance on a school bus. —er—pupt-
transportation—vehicle—

(7) This section does not require new or additional third
party reinbursenent or worker's conpensation benefits for
services rendered.

Sec. 55. (1) A school bus driver shall actuate alternately
flashing lights only when the school bus is stopped or stopping
on a highway or private road for the purpose of receiving or
di scharging pupils in the manner provided in this act. A schoo
bus driver shall not actuate the alternately flashing Iights when
operating on a public highway or private road and transporting
passengers primarily other than school pupils.

(2) The driver of a school bus while operating upon the
publ i c hi ghways or private roadways open to the public shal

receive or discharge pupils fromthe bus in the follow ng manner
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(a) If pupils are required to cross the roadway, the driver
of a school bus equipped with only the alternately flashing
overhead red lights in accordance with section 17 shall activate
the alternately flashing overhead red lIights not |ess than 200
feet before the stop, stop the school bus on the roadway or
private road to provide for the safety of the pupils being
boarded or discharged, and continue to activate the alternately
flashing overhead red lights while receiving or discharging
pupi |l s. The bus shall stop in the extrene right-hand | ane when
boardi ng or discharging pupils. Before resum ng notion, the
driver shall deactivate these lights and all ow congested traffic
to di sperse where practicable. The deactivation of these lights
is the signal for stopped traffic to proceed.

(b) If the pupils are required to cross the roadway, the
driver of a school bus equipped with red and anber alternately
flashing overhead lights in accordance with section 19 shal
activate the alternately flashing overhead anber |ights not |ess
than 200 feet before the stop, stop the bus on the roadway or
private road to provide for the safety of the pupils being
boarded or discharged, deactivate the alternately flashing
over head anber lights, and activate the alternately flashing
overhead red lights while receiving or discharging pupils. The
bus shall stop in the extrene right-hand | ane for the purpose of
boardi ng or discharging pupils. Before resum ng notion, the
driver shall deactivate these lights and all ow congested traffic
to di sperse where practicable. The deactivation of these lights

is the signal for stopped traffic to proceed.
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(c) If the pupils are not required to cross the roadway, the
driver of a school bus equipped with only the alternately
flashing overhead red lights in accordance with section 17 shal
activate the alternately flashing overhead red |ights not |ess
than 200 feet before the stop, stop the bus as far off the
roadway or private road as practicable to provide for the safety
of the pupils being boarded or discharged, and continue to
activate the alternately flashing overhead red lights while
recei ving or discharging pupils. Before resum ng notion, the
driver shall deactivate these lights and all ow congested traffic
to di sperse where practicable. The deactivation of these lights
is the signal for stopped traffic to proceed.

(d) If the pupils are not required to cross the roadway, the
driver of a school bus equipped with red and anber alternately
fl ashing overhead |lights in accordance with section 19 shal
activate the alternately flashing overhead anber |ights not |ess
than 200 feet before the stop, stop the bus as far off the
roadway or private road as practicable to provide for the safety
of the pupils being boarded or discharged, deactivate the
alternately flashing overhead anber lights, and activate the
alternately flashing overhead red |lights while receiving or
di scharging pupils. Before resum ng notion, the driver shal
deactivate these lights and all ow congested traffic to disperse
where practicable. The deactivation of these lights is the signa
for stopped traffic to proceed.

(e) If the pupils are not required to cross the roadway and

where the road has adequate width for the school bus to be pulled
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to the far right of OR OFF the roadway or private road all ow ng
traffic to flow and to provide for the safety of pupils being
boarded or discharged, the driver shall activate the hazard
warning |lights before the stop and continue to display the lights
until the process of receiving or discharging passengers has been
completed if the lawful speed limt is 45 mles per hour or |ess.
Before resunmi ng notion, the driver shall deactivate these lights.
The driver of a school bus shall only use this procedure at stops
where the school adm nistrator or person or entity under contract
with a school to provide pupil transportation services has
approved its use. If this hazard warning |ight option is not

used, the driver shall use the appropriate procedure in
subdivision (a), (b), (c), or (d) as if pupils were NOT required
to cross the roadway.

(f) Except as provided in subdivision (e), if the pupils are
not required to cross the roadway and where the SCHOOL bus nmay be
pul l ed off the roadway or private road or where the road has
adequate width for the school bus to be pulled off to the far
ri ght of the roadway or private road |eaving the normal traffic
fl ow unobstructed and to provide for the safety of pupils being
boarded or discharged, the driver shall activate the hazard
warning |lights before the stop and continue to display the lights
until the process of receiving or discharging passengers has been
conpl eted. Before resum ng notion, the driver shall deactivate
these lights. The driver of a school bus shall only use this
procedure at stops where the school admnistrator or entity under

contract with a school to provide pupil transportation services
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has approved its use. If this hazard warning light option is not
used, the driver shall use the appropriate procedure in
subdivision (a), (b), (c), or (d) as if pupils were NOT required
to cross the roadway.

(g) The distance of not |ess than 200 feet required for
l'ight activation by this subsection shall be neasured on the
roadway or private road on which the stop is made for receiving
or discharging pupils.

(3) Pupils crossing the roadway upon being discharged froma
school bus shall cross in front of the stopped school bus. If a
school district authorizes its school bus drivers to signa
pupils to cross in front of the stopped school bus, the signal
shal | be uniformthroughout the school district.

(4) The driver of a school bus shall not stop the bus for
the purpose of receiving or discharging pupils in the follow ng
i nst ances:

(a) Wthin 200 feet of a public or private roadway
intersection unless the stop is approved by the school
adm nistrator or entity under contract with a school to provide
pupi | transportation services.

(b) Upon a limted access highway or freeway, or upon any
ot her highway or roadway that has been divided into 2 roadways by
| eaving an intervening space, a physical barrier, or clearly
di vi ded sections so constructed as to inpede vehicular traffic if
the pupils are required to cross the roadway.

(c) Upon a roadway constructed or marked to pernmt 3 or nore

separate | anes of vehicular traffic in either direction if the
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pupils are required to cross the roadway.

(5) The driver of a school bus when using the alternately
fl ashing overhead red |ights shall not stop the bus on any
hi ghway or roadway for the purpose of receiving or discharging
pupi | s under the follow ng conditions:

(a) If the lawful speed limt is nore than 35 m|es per hour
and the stopped bus is not clearly and continuously visible to
approachi ng vehicles on that highway or roadway for at |east 400
feet. Wien the distance fromthe stopped bus to the end of the
hi ghway or roadway is |ess than 400 feet, clear and conti nuous
visibility nust be available fromthe bus to the end of the
hi ghway or roadway.

(b) If the lawful speed limt is 35 mles per hour or |ess
and the stopped bus is not clearly and continuously visible to
approachi ng vehicles on that highway or roadway, for at |east 200
feet. Wien the distance fromthe stopped bus to the end of the
hi ghway or roadway is |ess than 200 feet, clear and conti nuous
visibility must be available fromthe bus to the end of the
hi ghway or roadway.

(c) Wthin 50 feet of an intersection if the intersection is
controlled by a traffic control signal.

(6) A school may provide instruction on proper school bus
etiquette which may include, but not be limted to, boarding and
| eavi ng the bus, evacuation of the bus in an energency, and road
crossing procedures and the correct hand signal in the district,
if any. If a school uses school bus drivers for this instruction

the state board may rei nburse the school for this training.
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(7) For the purpose of this section, "required to cross the
roadway" does not include crossing the roadway with the
assi stance of a traffic control signal, or with the assistance of
a school crossing guard as defined in section 57b of the M chigan
vehi cl e code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.57b, and applies only to the
roadway on which the stop is being nade

(8) FOR PURPCSES OF THIS ACT, A SCHOOL BUS IS CLEARLY AND
CONTI NUOQUSLY VI SI BLE | F AT LEAST THAT PORTI ON OF A SCHOOL BUS
EXTENDI NG FROM AND | NCLUDI NG THE HEADLAMPS AND | NCLUDI NG ALL
FRONT OVERHEAD LAMPS CAN BE SEEN BY TRAFFI C APPROACHI NG THE
SCHOOL BUS FROM THE FRONT AND | F AT LEAST THAT PORTI ON OF THE
SCHOOL BUS EXTENDI NG FROM AND | NCLUDI NG THE TAI LLAMPS THROUGH AND
I NCLUDI NG ALL REAR OVERHEAD LAMPS WHEN SEEN BY TRAFFI C FROM THE
REAR.

Sec. 57. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2), (3), and
(4), the driver of a school bus, before crossing a railroad track
at grade, shall stop the vehicle within 50 feet but not |ess than
15 feet fromthe nearest rail, activate hazard warning lights,
turn off all interior switches including fans, heaters, and
radi os, open the passenger door and driver-side wi ndow, and while
stopped shall listen and I ook in both directions along the track
for an approaching train and for signals indicating the approach
of a train, and shall not proceed until the driver can do so
safely. After stopping as required in this subsection, and upon
proceedi ng when it is safe to do so, the driver of the vehicle
shall cross only in a gear of the vehicle that does not require

changi ng gears while traversing the crossing. The driver shal
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not shift gears while crossing the track or tracks.

(2) A stop need not be nade at a railroad track grade
crossing where a UNI FORVED police officer or a traffic-control
signal directs traffic to proceed.

(3) A stop need not be nade at an abandoned railroad track
grade crossing. As used in this subsection, "abandoned railroad
track” means a railroad track which neets —aH— BOTH of the

foll owi ng requirenments:

(a) The track has been —abandened pursuant—tothe former

COWPLETELY PAVED OVER COR REMOVED.

—— (b)) Fhe track-hasbeencovered orrenpved-
(B) ¢)— Al signs, signals, and other warning devices are

renoved.

(4) A stop shall not be nmade at a railroad track grade
crossing on a freeway or limted access hi ghway where the
crossing is protected by a clearly visible signal, crossing gate,
or barrier at a tinme when the signal, crossing gate, or barrier
is not activated.

(5) A person who violates this section is responsible for a

civil infraction and nay be ordered to pay a civil fine of not
nore than $100.00. A civil infraction under this subsection shal
be processed in the same manner as a civil infraction under the

M chi gan vehicl e code, —-Act—No—300—o6fthe PublieActs—of 1949
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bei . . . chi . I
1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 TO 257.923.

Sec. 61. A person driving a school bus shall not exceed the
speed limts established for this type of vehicle under the
M chi gan vehicl e code, -Act—No—300—of the Publiec-Acts—of 1949
being—seections 2541 to 257923 of the Mechigan—ConpiledLawns
1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 TO 257.923. A person who violates this
section is subject to the penalty assessed for violation of
section —6274e+— 627b of the M chigan vehicle code, —-Act—No—300
of thePublicActs—of 1949, being sections 257627 and257-627b
of theM-ehigan—Conpiledtaws— 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.627B

Sec. 67. (1) In conpliance with section 65(8), if a
determination is nade that economically feasible private
transportati on does not exist, a school may contract with a
federal, state, or local unit of government, or a subcontractor
of these units, for the use of a school bus to transport persons
to or froman activity or function sponsored or operated by the
unit of government. The governnental agency, or subcontractors of
t he governnental agency, shall pay the full costs incurred in the
use of a school bus. A school bus may be contracted out only in
conmpliance with the provisions of the school insurance policy and
any joint stipulations of the school and the school bus drivers
including, but not limted to, any collective bargaining
agreenents in force or if no collective bargai ni ng agreenent
exi sts, agreenent with the bargaining agent if it has been
desi gnated. A school shall not purchase additional school buses

for the sole purpose of inplenenting this provision of |aw
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(2) The provision of school buses for the purpose provided
in subsection (1) shall not be nade if bus service for Kte12
pupi |l s of the school would be conprom sed.

Sec. 69. The cost of purchasi ng —pupit—transpertation
vehi-eles—and— school buses and the rehabilitation of school buses
to extend the period of usefulness shall conformw th the rules
promul gated by the departnent of education to provide state aid
to eligible school districts for the purchase of —pupi-
transportatioen—vehicles—and— school buses and the cost of
rehabilitation of school buses to extend the period of
usef ul ness.

Sec. 70. (1) The departnment of education shall establish an
advi sory committee to advise the departnment on issues and topics
concerni ng school buses and school bus safety. The advisory
comm ttee shall consist of a nenber fromeach of the follow ng
departnents or organi zati ons:

(a) The departnent.

(b) The departnent of state police.

(c) The state transportation departnent.

(d) The departnent of state.

(e) The M chigan association for pupil transportation.

(f) The M chigan association of school business officials.

(g) The M chigan association of school adm nistrators.

(h) —Buses—unitedforsafety— THE TRAI NI NG AGENCY
ASSOCI ATI ON OF M CHI GAN

(i) A nmenber representing nonpublic schools.

(Jj) The M chigan education associ ati on.
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(k) The M chigan associ ation of school boards.

() O her organizations representing school bus drivers as
t he departnent considers appropriate.

(m Any other organizations or groups the departnent
consi ders necessary.

(2) The advisory conmittee shall include nenbers
representing bus drivers and supervisors in rural areas, suburban
areas, and cities in the Lower and Upper Peninsul a.

(3) The advisory conmttee shall assist the departnent in
t he devel opnent of continuing education courses for school bus
drivers and supervisors, any nodifications to the introductory
school bus safety course, the programto evaluate driving skills
and on-road procedural performance skills of each school bus
driver, and the minimumthreshold for a required safety
eval uati on, which may include, but is not limted to, nunber of
points on a driving record, operating inpaired or under the
i nfluence of al cohol, at-fault accidents, or violations of safety
procedures, for requiring drivers to take the on-road driver
skills test.

(4) The advisory conmittee shall assist the departnent in
updati ng physi cal exam nation requirenents as necessary to conply

with changes in federal and state |aw or rul es.
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Sec. 73. (1) A person who violates this act is —guitty—of—a
m-sdereanor— RESPONSI BLE FOR A STATE Cl VIL | NFRACTI ON AND SHALL
BE ASSESSED A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $500. 00, unl ess t hat
violation is by this act or other law of this state declared to

be a felony or a civil infraction.
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(2) 3)— Motor carrier officers appointed by the director
of the departnent of state police shall have all the powers
conferred upon peace officers by the general laws of this state
to enforce this act and the rules pronul gated pursuant to this
act .

Enacting section 1. Sections 35, 37, 52, and 63 of the pupil
transportation act, 1990 PA 187, MCL 257.1835, 257.1837,

257. 1852, and 257.1863, are repeal ed.
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