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HOUSE BILL No. 5578

January 24, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Angerer, Gleason, Mayes, Wojno, Espinoza, Leland,
Farrah, Donigan, Tobocman, Plakas, Kathleen Law, Spade and Lemmons, |11 and referred
to the Committee on Appropriations.

A bill to establish an undergraduate tuition waiver program
for certain dependents of the reserve conmponents of the United
States arned forces called to federal active duty; to provide for
the adm nistration of the tuition waiver program and to prescribe
certain powers and duties of certain state officers, agencies, and
departnments.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT

Sec. 1. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "guard
and reserve dependents' tuition waiver act".

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Academ c year" means the period from August 1 of a
cal endar year to July 31 of the next cal endar year.

(b) "Authority" means the M chigan higher education assistance
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authority created by 1960 PA 77, MCL 390.951 to 390. 961.

(c) "Eligible dependent” neans a spouse or natural or adopted
child of a qualified individual.

(d) "Eligible tuition" neans the tuition charged by an
institution of higher education for an undergraduate cl ass.

(e) "Institution of higher education" neans a degree- or
certificate-granting public or independent nonprofit college or
university, junior college, or conmunity college in this state.

(f) "Qualified individual" means an individual who is a
resident of this state, who is not a current nmenber of the United
State arnmed forces or a full-tinme nmenber of a reserve conponent of
the United States arned forces, who is a nenber of any reserve
conmponent of the United States armed forces, and who is called to
federal active duty and serves on active duty for at |east 90
consecutive days.

(g) "Reserve conponent of the United States arned forces”
means any of the foll ow ng:

(1) The arny national guard of the United States.

(ii) The arny, naval, nmarine corps, air force, and coast guard
reserves.

(iit) The air national guard of the United States.

(h) "Undergraduate cl asses" nmeans cl asses or courses that
provi de a student with academ c credit applicable toward a
bachel or's or associate's degree froman institution of higher
educati on.

Sec. 3. The guard and reserve dependents' tuition waiver

programis created, to be adm nistered by the authority. The
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authority shall do all of the follow ng:

(a) Provide tuition waivers at institutions of higher
education for eligible dependents under this act.

(b) Develop a tuition waiver agreenment to be entered into by a
tuition waiver recipient and the institution of higher education
that contains the terns of a tuition waiver nade under this act and
the rights and obligations of the recipient and the institution of
hi gher educati on.

(c) Promulgate rules to inplenent and admi nister this act
under the adm nistrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL
24.201 to 24. 328.

Sec. 4. (1) Beginning in the 2006-2007 academ c year, an
institution of higher education that agrees to participate in the
tuition waiver program established by this act shall waive tuition
in an anount determ ned under subsection (2) for any eligible
dependent who neets all of the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Is enrolled in that academ c year as a student in 1 or
nore under graduate classes at an institution of higher education.

(b) I's a United States citizen or pernmanent resident of the
United States.

(c) Is less than 60 years of age.

(d) Has resided continuously in this state for the 6 nonths
i medi ately preceding the date of his or her application and is not
a resident of any other state.

(e) Has signed a witten tuition waiver agreenent with the
institution of higher education.

(f) I's in conpliance with this act and the rul es pronul gated
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under this act.

(g) Has not been convicted of a felony involving an assault,
physi cal injury, or death.

(h) Meets any other standards established in rules pronul gated
by the authority under section 3.

(2) The anmpunt of a tuition waiver described in subsection (1)
in an academ c year is $2,500.00 or an anmobunt equal to all of the
eligible dependent's eligible tuition in that academ c year,
whi chever is |ess.

(3) Al of the following apply to an eligi bl e dependent:

(a) He or she shall only receive tuition assistance in
senesters, quarters, or ternms that begin after his or her spouse or
parent becones a qualified individual.

(b) He or she shall not receive tuition assistance in any
senmester, quarter, or termthat begins after the qualified
i ndi vidual returns fromactive duty.

(c) He or she shall not receive tuition waiver assistance
under this act in nore than 4 academ c years.

Sec. 5. (1) Beginning in the 2006-2007 acadenic year, wthin
60 days after the end of an academ c year, an institution of higher
education shall apply to the authority for reinbursement of tuition
wai ved under this act in that academi c year. The application shal
i nclude the total nunber of eligible dependents whose tuition was
wai ved; the total anmount of reinbursenent requested by the
institution of higher education; and an item zation of the waivers
t hat includes the name of each eligible dependent receiving a

tuition wai ver, the ambunt of that waiver, and a certification that
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the eligible dependent neets the eligibility requirenments for
tuition rei nbursenment under this act in the anpbunt requested by the
institution of higher education.

(2) The authority shall verify the amount of reinbursenment to
which an institution of higher education is entitled and report
that information to the house and senate appropriation
subcomm ttees on hi gher education and community col |l eges.

(3) The legislature shall appropriate noney for reinmbursenent
to the institution of higher education if the institution receives
annual appropriations fromthis state or to the authority for
distribution to the institution of higher education if the
institution does not receive annual appropriations fromthis state.
Money appropriated under this subsection shall be used only for

tuition waivers under this act.
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