HOUSE BILL No. 5612
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HOUSE BILL No. 5612

January 25, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Caswell, Kahn and Nitz and referred to the Committee
on Tax Policy.

A Dbill to amend 1893 PA 206, entitled
"The general property tax act,”
by amendi ng sections 10c and 10d (MCL 211.10c and 211.10d), section
10d as anended by 1984 PA 19.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 10c. (1) As used in this section and section 10d, "board"
neans the state assessor's board created by this section. -+ THE
BOARD shal | consist of 5 nenbers. The nmenbers of the board shall be
appoi nted by the governor and shall be conposed of 1 nenber
representing the state tax conm ssion, 1 nenber representing the
t ownshi p supervisors, 1 nenber representing the assessors, 1 nenber
representing the county equalization directors, and 1 nenber

representing the public colleges and universities of —the— TH'S
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state. The nenbers OF THE BOARD shall serve at the pleasure of the
governor. A nenber of the board shall not receive conpensation but
shall be entitled to actual expenses |INCURRED while in the
performance of HHS OR HER official duties. The board shall conduct
trai ning courses in assessnent practices and revi ew and approve
courses in assessnent practices offered by schools and col | eges and
universities as well as courses that are offered by a state or

| ocal unit of governnment in the techniques and practices of
assessnents. The —beard— DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND ECONOM C GROWH
shal | prepare and give exam nations to determne if assessing

of fi cers possess the necessary qualifications for performng the
functions of his or her office.

(2) The busi ness —whieh— THAT the board may perform shall be
conducted at a public neeting of the board held in conpliance with
Act—No—267—of the PublieActs—of 1976 being—seetions—15-261to
15275t the M-ehigan—ConpiledLaws— THE OPEN MEETI NGS ACT, 1976
PA 267, MCL 15.261 TO 15.275. Public notice of the tinme, date, and
pl ace of the neeting shall be given in the manner required by —Aet
No—267—ofthe PubleAets—of 1976~ THE OPEN MEETI NGS ACT, 1976 PA
267, MCL 15.261 TO 15. 275.

(3) Awiting prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or
retained by the board in the performance of an official function
shal | be nade available to the public in conpliance with —Aet—Ne—
442 of—the Pubb-ecActs ol 1976 betnyg—seetions—15-231 o 15 246 of
the—M-echi-gan—Conpited—taws— THE FREEDOM OF | NFORMATI ON ACT, 1976 PA
442, MCL 15.231 TO 15. 246.

Sec. 10d. (1) The annual assessnment of property shall be nade
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by an assessor who has been certified as qualified by the board as

havi ng successfully conpleted training in a school of assessnent

practices or by the passage of a test —approvedbythe boeard

PREPARED and conducted by the —beardor—an—-agencyapprovedbythe
beard— DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND ECONOM C GROMH that will enable the

person to properly discharge the functions of the office. The
school shall be established by an approved educational institution
in conjunction with the board and be supervised by the board and
its agents and enpl oyees. The board may determi ne that a director
of an equalization departnment or an assessor, who has not received
the training, possesses the necessary qualifications for performng
the functions of the office by the passage of an —appreved

exam nati on PREPARED AND CONDUCTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND
ECONOM C GROWTH.

(2) The board may al so grant a conditional 6-nonth
certification to a newy el ected assessing officer or an assessing
of ficer appointed to fill an unexpired termif all of the follow ng
Criteria are net:

(a) The newy el ected or appointed assessing officer makes an
application for certification with payment of the required filing
f ee.

(b) The governing body of the |ocal assessing unit requests
the board to conditionally certify the newly el ected or appointed
assessing officer.

(c) The newy el ected or appointed assessing officer or the
governi ng body submts a statenent outlining the course of training

he or she plans to pursue.
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(d) The period of tinme for which the conditional certification
is requested does not exceed 6 nonths after the date that he or she
assunes office.

(3) Conditional certification shall not be granted for any
assessnment unit nore than once in 4 years.

(4) Conditional certification under subsection (2) shall only
be granted to a newy elected or appointed assessing officer in an
assessnent unit —whieh— THAT does not exceed a total state
equal i zed val uation of $125, 000, 000. 00.

(5) Upon presentation of evidence of the successful conpletion
of the qualifications, the assessor shall be certified as qualified
by the board.

(6) A local assessing district —whieh— THAT does not have an
assessor qualified by certification of the board may enpl oy an
assessor —se— qualified BY CERTIFI CATION OF THE BOARD. If a | oca
assessing district does not have an assessor qualified by

certification of the board — and has not enployed a certified

assessor, the assessnent shall be nade by the county tax or
equal i zati on departnment or the state tax conm ssion and the cost of
preparing the ASSESSMENT rolls shall be charged to the |oca
assessing district.

(7) Every lawful assessnent roll shall have a certificate
attached signed by the certified assessor who prepared or
supervi sed the preparation of the ASSESSVENT roll. The certificate
shall be in the formprescribed by the state tax comm ssion. |f
after conpleting the assessnment roll the certified assessor for the

| ocal assessing district dies or otherw se becomes incapabl e of
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certifying the assessnment roll, the county equalization director or
the state tax comm ssion shall certify the conpl eted assessnent
roll at no cost to the |ocal assessing district.

(8) The local assessing district shall assune the cost of
training, if a certification is awarded, to the extent of course
fees and recogni zed travel expenditures.

(9) An assessor who certifies an assessnment roll in which he
or she did not have direct supervision is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

(10) The board shall pronulgate rules for the issuance or
revocation of certification.

(11) The director of a county tax or equalization departnent
required by section 34 —efthis—aet— shall be certified by the
board at the | evel determ ned to be necessary by the board before
bei ng appoi nted by the county board of conmm ssioners pursuant to
section 34 or before performng or ——aftertheeffective dateof
this—subseetton— continuing to perform —— the functions of the
director of a county tax or equalization departnment. —Fhe-boardray
grant—a—condi-tional—extensionof 12 nmenthsto—a persoen—who—is

. I i : i . I
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outtHned-tothe boardunder—thissubseetion— In a county in which

a vacancy has been created in the position of director of a county
tax or equalization departnent and in which the position was
previously filled by a person certified at the |l evel required by

t he board pursuant to this subsection, a person certified at 1

| evel below the level required by the board pursuant to this
subsection nmay serve in the position for 12 nonths after the

vacancy has been created.

05033' 05 Fi nal Page FDD



