HOUSE BILL No. 5638

HOUSE BILL No. 5638

February 7, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Kooiman, Anderson, Vander Veen, Lipsey, Caswell,
Stahl, Gleason, Wenke, Taub and Huizenga and referred to the Committee on
Transportation.

A bill to enter into the m dwest interstate passenger rai
conpact to pronote intergovernnental coordination ained at
devel opnent and pronotion of intercity passenger rai
transportation; to pronote |ong-range planning for high-speed
rail passenger service in the mdwest; to describe the powers and
duties of certain comm ssions; and to provide for ratification
and a nethod of term nation.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the
"m dwest interstate passenger rail conpact”.

Sec. 2. The midwest interstate passenger rail conpact is
enacted into law and entered into with all jurisdictions legally

joining in the conpact in the formsubstantially as follows:
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ARTI CLE |
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purposes of this conpact are, through joint or

cooperative action:

A

B)

0

D)

E)

To further the purposes of the conpact,

to pronote devel opnent and inpl enentation of

i nprovenents to intercity passenger rail service in
the M dwest;

to coordinate interaction anmong M dwestern state

el ected officials and their designees on passenger

rail issues;

to pronote devel opnent and inpl enentation of |ong-
range plans for high speed rail passenger service in
the M dwest and anong other regions of the United

St at es;

to work with the public and private sectors at the
federal, state and local levels to ensure coordination
anong the various entities having an interest in
passenger rail service and to pronote M dwestern

i nterests regardi ng passenger rail; and

to support efforts of transportation agencies involved
i n devel opi ng and i npl enenting passenger rail service
in the Mdwest.

ARTI CLE |
ESTABLI SHVENT OF COVM SSI ON

to carry out the duties specified in this conpact.
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COW SSI ON MEMBERSHI P
The manner of appoi ntnent of Comm ssion nmenbers, terns of
office consistent with the terns of this conpact, provisions for
renoval and suspension, and manner of appointnent to fill
vacanci es shall be determ ned by each party state pursuant to its
| aws, but each comm ssioner shall be a resident of the state of
appoi nt ment. Conmi ssi on nmenbers shall serve w thout conpensation

fromthe Comm ssion

The Comm ssion shall consist of four resident nenbers of each

state as follows: The governor or the governor's designee who
shal |l serve during the tenure of office of the governor, or until
a successor is naned; one nenber of the private sector who shal
be appoi nted by the governor and shall serve during the tenure of
of fice of the governor, or until a successor is naned; and two
| egi slators, one fromeach | egislative chanber (or two
| egi sl ators from any unicaneral |egislature), who shall serve
two-year terns, or until successors are appointed, and who shal
be appointed by the appropriate appointing authority in each
| egi sl ati ve chanber. All vacancies shall be filled in accordance
with the aws of the appointing states. Any conm ssi oner
appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve until the end of the
i nconplete term Each nmenber state shall have equal voting
privileges, as determ ned by the Conm ssion byl aws.
ARTI CLE IV
POANERS AND DUTI ES OF THE COWM SSI ON

The duties of the Conmm ssion are to:
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

advocate for the funding and authorizati on necessary

to make passenger rail inprovenents a reality for the

regi on;

identify and seek to devel op ways that states can form

part ner shi ps,

to i npl enent

including with rail

seek devel opnent of a |long-term

hi gh speed rai

cooperate with other agencies, re

ensure that the M dwest

integrated into nationa

devel opnent ;

pl ans fo

i ndustry and | abor,

i mproved passenger rail in the region;

interstate plan for

passenger service inplenentation;

gions and entities to

i s adequately represented and

r passenger rai

adopt byl aws governing the activities and procedures

of the Conm ssion and addressing,

subj ect s:

anong ot her

the powers and duties of officers; the

voting rights of Comm ssion nenbers, voting

procedures,

Commi ssi on busi ness,

pur poses necessary to fulfill the

Conmi ssi on;

and any ot her
duties of the

expend such funds as required to carry out the powers

and duties of the Comm ssion; and

report on the activities of the Comm ssion to the

| egi sl atures and governor of the nenber states on an

annual basi s.

In addition to its exercise of these duties, the Comri ssion is

enpower ed to:

1) provide nmultistate advocacy necessary to inplenent
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2)

3)

4)

5)
6)

7)
8)
9)

10)
11)

Comm ssi on;

work with local elected officials, economc

devel opnent pl anni ng organi zations, and siml ar
entities to raise the visibility of passenger rail
service benefits and needs;

educate other state officials, federal agencies, other
el ected officials and the public on the advantages of
passenger rail as an integral part of an internodal
transportati on systemin the region;

work with federal agency officials and Menbers of
Congress to ensure the funding and authori zati on
necessary to develop a long-term interstate plan for
hi gh speed rail passenger service inplenentation;
make recommendati ons to nmenber states;

if requested by each state participating in a
particul ar project and under the ternms of a formal
agreenent approved by the participating states and the
Comm ssi on, inplenent or provide oversight for
specific rail projects;

establish an office and hire a staff as necessary;
contract for or provide services;

assess dues, in accordance with the ternms of this
conpact ;

conduct research; and

establish commttees.

ARTI CLE V
OFFI CERS

The Commi ssion shall annually elect fromanong its nenbers a

chair, a vice-chair who shall not be a resident of the state

represented by the chair, and others as approved in the
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Conmi ssion byl aws. The officers shall perform such functions and
exerci se such powers as specified in the Conm ssion byl aws.
ARTI CLE VI
MEETI NGS AND COVM SSI ON ADM NI STRATI ON

The Commi ssion shall neet at |east once in each cal endar
year, and at such other tines as may be determ ned by the
Commi ssi on. Conmi ssion business shall be conducted in accordance
with the procedures and voting rights specified in the byl aws.

ARTI CLE VI |
FI NANCE

Except as ot herw se provided for, the nonies necessary to
fi nance the general operations of the Comm ssion in carrying
forth its duties, responsibilities and powers as stated herein
shal |l be appropriated to the Conm ssion by the conpacting states,
when aut hori zed by the respective |egislatures, by equa
apportionnent anong the conpacting states. Nothing in this
conmpact shall be construed to commt a nenber state to
participate in financing a rail project except as provided by | aw
of a menber state.

The Commi ssion may accept, for any of its purposes and
functions, donations, gifts, grants, and appropriations of noney,
equi pnent, supplies, materials and services fromthe federa
government, fromany party state or from any departnent, agency,
or nunicipality thereof, or fromany institution, person, firm
or corporation. Al expenses incurred by the Commission in
executing the duties inmposed upon it by this conmpact shall be

paid by the Conm ssion out of the funds available to it. The
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Commi ssion shall not issue any debt instrunent. The Conm ssion
shall submit to the officer designated by the | aws of each party
state, periodically as required by the |laws of each party state,
a budget of its actual past and estimted future expenditures.
ARTI CLE VI I |
ENACTMENT, EFFECTI VE DATE AND AMENDMENTS

The states of Illinois, Indiana, |owa, Kansas, M chigan,
M nnesota, M ssouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, OChio, South Dakota
and Wsconsin are eligible to join this conpact. Upon approval of
the Commi ssion, according to its bylaws, other states may al so be
declared eligible to join the conpact. As to any eligible party
state, this conpact shall becone effective when its |egislature
shal | have enacted the sanme into |l aw, provided that it shall not
becone initially effective until enacted into |law by any three
(3) party states incorporating the provisions of this conpact
into the laws of such states. Anendnents to the conpact shal
becone effective upon their enactnent by the |egislatures of all
conmpacti ng states.

ARTI CLE | X
W THDRAVWAL, DEFAULT AND TERM NATI ON

Wt hdrawal fromthis conpact shall be by enactnent of a
statute repealing the sane and shall take effect one year after
the effective date of such statute. A withdrawi ng state shall be
liable for any obligations which it may have incurred prior to
the effective date of w thdrawal.

If any conpacting state shall at any tine default in the

performance of any of its obligations, assuned or inposed, in
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accordance with the provisions of this conpact, all rights,
privileges and benefits conferred by this conpact or agreenents
her eunder shall be suspended fromthe effective date of such
default as fixed by the Comm ssion, and the Conm ssion shal
stipulate the conditions and maxi mumtinme for conpliance under
which the defaulting state may resunme its regular status. Unless
such default shall be renedied under the stipulations and within
the tine period set forth by the Comm ssion, this conpact may be
termnated with respect to such defaulting state by affirmative
vote of a majority of the other Comm ssion nenbers. Any such
defaulting state nmay be reinstated, upon vote of the Comm ssion,
by performng all acts and obligations as stipulated by the
Conmi ssi on.
ARTI CLE X
CONSTRUCTI ON AND SEVERABI LI TY

The provisions of this conmpact entered into hereunder shal
be severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence or provision of
this conpact is declared to be contrary to the constitution of
any conpacting state or of the United States or the applicability
t hereof to any governnment, agency, person or circunstance is held
invalid, the validity of the remainder of this conpact and the
applicability thereof to any government, agency, person or
ci rcunst ance shall not be affected hereby. If this conpact
entered into hereunder shall be held contrary to the constitution
of any conpacting state, the conpact shall remain in full force
and effect as to the remaining states and in full force and

effect as to the state affected as to all severable matters. The
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1 provisions of this conpact entered into pursuant hereto shall be

2 liberally construed to effectuate the purposes thereof.
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