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HOUSE BILL No. 5844

March 8, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Baxter, Ball, LaJoy, Gosselin, Schuitmaker, Farhat,
Moore, Stahl, Nitz, David Law, Proos, Vander Veen, Caswell, Mortimer, Newell, Taub,
Sheen, Marleau and Casperson and referred to the Committee on Family and Children
Services.

A bill to amend 1975 PA 238, entitled
"Child protection |aw,"
by amendi ng section 3 (MCL 722.623), as anended by 2002 PA 693.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 3. (1) Anindividual is required to report under this act
as follows:

(a) A physician, dentist, physician's assistant, registered
dental hygi eni st, medical exam ner, nurse, person |licensed to
provi de energency nedi cal care, audiol ogi st, psychol ogist, marriage
and famly therapist, licensed professional counselor, —eertified
seetal—werker—soeral—werker—seetal—werk— SOCI AL WORKER, LI CENSED
MASTER S SOCI AL WORKER, LI CENSED BACHELOR S SOCI AL WORKER,

REG STERED SOCI AL SERVI CE TECHNI CI AN, SOCI AL SERVI CE t echni ci an,
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school adm nistrator, school counselor or teacher, |aw enforcenent
of ficer, nenber of the clergy, or regulated child care provider who
has reasonabl e cause to suspect child abuse or neglect shall make

i medi ately, by tel ephone or otherw se, an oral report, or cause an
oral report to be made, of the suspected child abuse or neglect to
the departnent. Wthin 72 hours after making the oral report, the
reporting person shall file a witten report as required in this
act. If the reporting person is a nenber of the staff of a

hospi tal, agency, or school, the reporting person shall notify the
person in charge of the hospital, agency, or school of his or her
finding and that the report has been made, and shall nmake a copy of
the witten report available to the person in charge. A
notification to the person in charge of a hospital, agency, or
school does not relieve the nmenber of the staff of the hospital,
agency, or school of the obligation of reporting to the departnent
as required by this section. One report froma hospital, agency, or
school —shall—be-considered— | S adequate to neet the reporting
requi renent. A nenber of the staff of a hospital, agency, or schoo
shall not be dism ssed or otherw se penalized for nmaking a report
required by this act or for cooperating in an investigation.

(b) A departnent enployee who is 1 of the foll owi ng and has
reasonabl e cause to suspect child abuse or neglect shall make a
report of suspected child abuse or neglect to the departnent:

(1) Eligibility specialist.

(i) Fam ly i ndependence nanager

(iii) Fam |y independence specialist.

(iv) Soci al services specialist.
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(v) Social work specialist.

(vi) Social work specialist nanager

(vii) Welfare services specialist.

(2) The witten report shall contain the nane of the child and
a description of the abuse or neglect. |If possible, the report
shal |l contain the nanes and addresses of the child' s parents, the
child' s guardian, the persons with whomthe child resides, and the
child' s age. The report shall contain other information avail able
to the reporting person that m ght establish the cause of the abuse
or neglect, and the manner in which the abuse or negl ect occurred.

(3) The departnent shall informthe reporting person of the
required contents of the witten report at the time the oral report
is made by the reporting person.

(4) The witten report required in this section shall be
mai |l ed or otherwise transmtted to the county —famtyindependence
agency— DEPARTMENT of the county in which the child suspected of
bei ng abused or neglected is found.

(5) Upon receipt of a witten report of suspected child abuse
or neglect, the departnment nmay provide copies to the prosecuting
attorney and the probate court of the counties in which the child
suspected of being abused or negl ected resides and is found.

(6) If an allegation, witten report, or subsequent
i nvestigation of suspected child abuse or child neglect indicates a
vi ol ation of sections 136b and 145c or sections 520b to 520g of the
M chi gan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.136b, 750.145c, and
750. 520b to 750.520g, has occurred, or if the allegation, witten

report, or subsequent investigation indicates that the suspected
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child abuse or child neglect was conmtted by an individual who is
not a person responsible for the child' s health or welfare,

i ncluding, but not limted to, a nenber of the clergy, a teacher
or a teacher's aide, the departnent shall transmt a copy of the
allegation or witten report and the results of any investigation
to a | aw enforcenent agency in the county in which the incident
occurred. If an allegation, witten report, or subsequent

i nvestigation indicates that the individual who commtted the
suspected abuse or neglect is a child care provider and the
departnment believes that the report has basis in fact, the
departnment shall transmit a copy of the witten report or the
results of the investigation to the child care regul atory agency
with authority over the child care provider's child care

organi zation or adult foster care location authorized to care for a
child.

(7) If alocal |aw enforcenment agency receives an allegation
or witten report of suspected child abuse or child neglect and the
al l egation, witten report, or subsequent investigation indicates
that the child abuse or child neglect was conmtted by a person
responsi ble for the child' s health or welfare, the | ocal |aw
enforcenent agency shall refer the allegation or provide a copy of
the witten report and the results of any investigation to the
county —famlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT of the county in
whi ch the abused or neglected child is found, as required by
subsection (1)(a). If an allegation, witten report, or subsequent
i nvestigation indicates that the individual who commtted the

suspected abuse or neglect is a child care provider and the | oca
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| aw enf orcenent agency believes that the report has basis in fact,
the local |aw enforcenment agency shall transmt a copy of the
witten report or the results of the investigation to the child
care regul atory agency with authority over the child care
provider's child care organization or adult foster care |ocation
authorized to care for a child. Nothing in this subsection or
subsection (1) shall be construed to relieve the departnent of its
responsibilities to investigate reports of suspected child abuse or
child negl ect under this act.

(8) For purposes of this act, the pregnancy of a child |ess
than 12 years of age or the presence of a venereal disease in a
child who is over 1 nonth of age but |less than 12 years of age is
reasonabl e cause to suspect child abuse and negl ect have occurr ed.

(9) FOR PURPCSES OF THIS ACT, IF AN I ND VI DUAL WHO | S REQUI RED
TO REPORT UNDER THI S ACT HAS REASONABLE CAUSE TO SUSPECT THAT A
CHI LD HAS BEEN EXPOSED TO OR HAS HAD CONTACT W TH METHAMPHETAM NE
PRODUCTI ON, THAT |I'S REASONABLE CAUSE TO SUSPECT CHI LD ABUSE AND
NEGLECT.
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