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HOUSE BILL No. 6279

June 28, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Pamer, Bieda, Vander Veen, Huizenga, Baxter, Sheen,
Pastor, Garfield, Taub, Pearce, Brandenburg, Casperson, Gosselin, Robertson, Mool enaar,
Hoogendyk, Drolet and Murphy and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

A bill to anmend 1961 PA 236, entitled
"Revised judicature act of 1961,"
(MCL 600.101 to 600.9947) by addi ng chapter 10B.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
CHAPTER 10B
BUSI NESS COURTS

SEC. 1085. (1) AS USED IN TH S CHAPTER:

(A) "BUSI NESS ENTERPRI SE' MEANS A SOLE PROPRI ETORSHI P,
PARTNERSHI P, LI M TED PARTNERSHI P, JO NT VENTURE, LIM TED LI ABILITY
COVPANY, LIMTED LI ABILITY PARTNERSHI P, FOR-PROFI T OR NOT- FOR-
PROFI T CORPORATI ON OR PROFESSI ONAL CORPORATI ON, BUSI NESS TRUST,
REAL ESTATE | NVESTMENT TRUST, OR ANY OTHER ENTITY IN WHI CH A
BUSI NESS MAY LAWFULLY BE CONDUCTED IN THE JURI SDI CTI ON I N WHI CH THE
BUSI NESS |'S BEI NG CONDUCTED. BUSI NESS ENTERPRI SE DOES NOT | NCLUDE
AN ECCLESI ASTI CAL OR RELI G QUS ORGANI ZATI ON.

(B) "BUSINESS OR COMMERCI AL DI SPUTE" MEANS ANY OF THE
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FOLLOW NG

(i) AN ACTION I N WHI CH ALL OF THE PARTI ES ARE BUSI NESS
ENTERPRI SES.

(i) AN ACTION IN WHICH 1 OR MORE OF THE PARTIES I'S A BUSI NESS
ENTERPRI SE AND THE OTHER PARTIES ARE I TS OR THEI R PRESENT OR FORVER
OMNERS, MANAGERS, SHAREHOLDERS, MEMBERS, DI RECTORS, OFFI CERS
AGENTS, EMPLOYEES, SUPPLIERS, CUSTOMVERS, OR COWPETI TORS, AND THE
CLAI M5 ARI SE QUT OF THOSE RELATI ONSHI PS.

(i) AN ACTION IN WHICH 1 OF THE PARTIES I S A NONPROFI T
ORGANI ZATI ON, AND THE CLAI M5 ARI SE OQUT OF THAT PARTY' S
ORGANI ZATI ONAL STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE, OR FI NANCES.

(iv) AN ACTI ON | NVOLVI NG THE SALE, MERGER, PURCHASE,

COMVBI NATI ON, DI SSOLUTI ON, LI QUI DATI ON, ORGANI ZATI ONAL STRUCTURE,
GOVERNANCE, OR FI NANCES OF A BUSI NESS ENTERPRI SE.

(2) BUSI NESS OR COMMERCI AL DI SPUTES | NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT
LIMTED TO, THE FOLLOW NG TYPES OF ACTI ONS:

(A) THOSE | NVCOLVI NG | NFORVATI ON TECHNOLOGY, SOFTWARE, OR
VEEBSI TE DEVELOPMENT, MAI NTENANCE, OR HOSTI NG.

(B) THOSE | NVOLVI NG THE | NTERNAL ORGANI ZATI ON OF BUSI NESS
ENTI TIES AND THE RI GHTS OR OBLI GATI ONS OF SHAREHOLDERS, PARTNERS
MEMBERS, OWNERS, OFFI CERS, DI RECTORS, OR MANAGERS.

(©) THOSE ARI SING QUT OF CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENTS OR OTHER
BUSI NESS DEALI NGS, | NCLUDI NG LI CENSI NG, TRADE SECRET, NONCOWPETE
NONSCLI CI TATI ON, AND CONFI DENTI ALI TY AGREEMENTS.

(D) THOSE ARI SI NG QUT OF COMMERCI AL TRANSACTI ONS, | NCLUDI NG
COMVERCI AL BANK TRANSACTI ONS

(E) THOSE ARI SI NG QUT OF BUSI NESS OR COMVERCI AL | NSURANCE
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POLI Cl ES.

(F) THOSE | NVOLVI NG COMVERCI AL REAL PROPERTY.

(3) NOTW THSTANDI NG SUBSECTI ONS (1) AND (2), BUSI NESS OR
COWMVERCI AL DI SPUTES EXPRESSLY EXCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG TYPES OF
ACTI ONS:

(A) PERSONAL | NJURY ACTI ONS | NVOLVI NG ONLY PHYSI CAL | NJURI ES
TO 1 OR MORE | NDI VI DUALS, | NCLUDI NG WRONGFUL DEATH AND MALPRACTI CE
ACTI ONS AGAI NST ANY HEALTH CARE PROVI DER.

(B) PRODUCT LI ABILITY ACTIONS | N WHI CH ANY CLAI MANT IS AN
| NDI VI DUAL.

(C) MATTERS W THIN THE JURI SDI CTION OF THE FAM LY DI VI SI ON OF
Cl RCU T COURT.

(D) PROCEEDI NGS UNDER THE PROBATE CODE OF 1939, 1939 PA 288,
MCL 710.21 TO 712A. 32.

(E) PROCEEDI NGS UNDER THE ESTATES AND PROTECTED | NDI VI DUALS
CODE, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.1101 TO 700. 8102.

(F) CRIM NAL MATTERS.

(G CONDEMNATI ON MATTERS.

(H APPEALS FROM LOWER COURTS OR ANY ADM NI STRATI VE AGENCY.

(1) PROCEEDI NGS TO ENFORCE JUDGMVENTS OF ANY KI ND.

(J) LANDLORD- TENANT MATTERS | NVOLVI NG ONLY RESI DENTI AL
PROPERTY.

SEC. 1086. (1) THE BUSI NESS COURT | S CREATED AS A DI VI SION OF
Cl RCU T COURT AND |'S ORGANI ZED PURSUANT TO THI'S CHAPTER.

(2) THE PURPOSE OF THE BUSI NESS COURT |'S TO DO ALL OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(A) ESTABLI SH JUDI CI AL STRUCTURES THAT W LL HELP TO STRENGTHEN
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AND REVI TALI ZE THE ECONOWY OF THI S STATE.

(B) ESTABLISH M CHI GAN AS A STATE I N WHI CH BUSI NESSES SHOULD
LOCATE AND RENAI N

(©) ALLOW BUSI NESS OR COMVERCI AL DI SPUTES TO BE RESOLVED W TH
THE EXPERTI SE, TECHNOLOGY, AND EFFI Cl ENCY REQUI RED BY THE
I NFORMVATI ON AGE  ECONOWY

(D) ENHANCE THE ACCURACY, CONSI STENCY, AND PREDI CTABI LI TY OF
DECI SI ONS | N BUSI NESS AND COMVERCI AL CASES.

(E) ENCOURAGE COMMERCE BY PROVI DI NG EFFECTI VE AND LOW COST
MEANS OF RESOLVI NG DI SPUTES BETWEEN BUSI NESSES.

SEC. 1087. (1) THE BUSI NESS COURT HAS JURI SDI CTI ON OVER
BUSI NESS OR COMMVERCI AL DI SPUTES | N VWH CH THE AMOUNT | N CONTROVERSY
EXCEEDS $25, 000. 00.

(2) AN ACTI ON THAT | NVOLVES A BUSI NESS OR COMMERCI AL DI SPUTE
MAY BE MAI NTAI NED IN THE BUSI NESS COURT ALTHOUGH I T ALSO | NVOLVES
CLAI M5 THAT ARE NOT BUSI NESS OR COVMERCI AL DI SPUTES.

SEC. 1088. THE M CHI GAN JUDI CI AL | NSTI TUTE SHALL PROVI DE
APPRCPRI ATE TRAI NI NG FOR ALL C RCU T JUDGES WHO ARE SERVI NG AS
BUSI NESS COURT JUDGES.

SEC. 1089. THE SUPREME COURT SHALL ESTABLI SH A TASK FORCE THAT
SHALL DEVELOP RULES AND PROCEDURES TO | MPLEMENT THI S CHAPTER. THOSE
RULES AND PROCEDURES SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMTED TO THE
FOLLOW NG

(A) THE PROCESS FOR | DENTI FYI NG CASES THAT ARE TO BE ASSI GNED
TO THE BUSI NESS COURT.

(B) THE PROCESS FOR NOTI FYI NG PARTI ES THAT A CASE HAS BEEN
ASSI GNED TO THE BUSI NESS COURT
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(© THE PROCESS, |F ANY, FOR REMOVI NG A CASE FROM THE BUSI NESS
COURT TO THE CI RCUI T COURT.

(D) PROCEDURES FOR AGGRESSI VE CASE MANAGEMENT AND EARLY
ALTERNATI VE DI SPUTE RESOLUTI ON EFFORTS.

(E) PROCEDURES FOR EVALUATI NG WHETHER THE PURPOSES AND GOALS
STATED IN THI S CHAPTER ARE BEI NG MET.

SEC. 1090. (1) THE TASK FORCE ESTABLI SHED UNDER SECTI ON 1089
SHALL SELECT AND RECOMVEND TO THE SUPREME COURT 1 JUDI CI AL C RCU T
IN THE STATE TO SERVE AS A PI LOT BUSI NESS COURT.

(2) THE TASK FORCE, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE CH EF JUDGE COF
THE JUDI Gl AL CI RCUI T CHOSEN TO HAVE THE PI LOT BUSI NESS COURT, SHALL
| DENTI FY 1 BUSI NESS COURT JUDGE FROM THE JUDGES CURRENTLY SERVI NG
IN THAT G RCU T AND RECOMVEND TO THE SUPREME COURT THE ASSI GNMVENT
OF THAT JUDGE TO THE PI LOT BUSI NESS COURT.

(3) THE PI LOT BUSI NESS COURT SHALL OPERATE UNDER THE RULES AND
PROCEDURES RECOVMENDED BY THE TASK FORCE AND ESTABLI SHED BY THE
SUPREME COURT FOR A PERIOD OF 2 YEARS. AT THE END OF THE 2- YEAR
PERI D, THE TASK FORCE SHALL PREPARE AND PRESENT TO THE SUPREME
COURT AND THE LEGQ SLATURE A WRI TTEN EVALUATI ON OF THE PI LOT
BUSI NESS COURT TOGETHER W TH RECOVMENDATI ONS FOR REVI SI ON AND
POSSI BLE EXPANSI ON OF THE BUSI NESS COURT BEYOND THE PI LOT BUSI NESS
COURT.

SEC. 1091. THE FEES PAYABLE IN CIVIL ACTIONS IN Cl RCU T COURT
APPLY TO CASES | N THE BUSI NESS COURT, UNLESS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY
LAW
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