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HOUSE BILL No. 6308

July 12, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Sak, Plakas, Gaffney, Adamini, Brown, Green, Alma
Smith, Leland, Espinoza, Kooiman, Bennett, Farrah, Gonzales, Steil, Gleason, Byrum,
Hansen, Vander Veen, Wojno, Angerer, Nofs, Vagnozzi, McDowell, Farhat and Clack
and referred to the Committee on Health Policy.

A bill to anend 1953 PA 181, entitled

"An act relative to investigations in certain instances of the
causes of death within this state due to violence, negligence or
ot her act or omission of a crimnal nature or to protect public
health; to provide for the taking of statenments fromi njured
persons under certain circunstances; to abolish the office of
coroner and to create the office of county nedical exam ner in
certain counties; to prescribe the powers and duties of county
nmedi cal exam ners; to prescribe penalties for violations of the
provisions of this act; and to prescribe a referendumthereon,”

by amendi ng sections 3, 4, and 5 (MCL 52.203, 52.204, and 52.205),

section 5 as anended by 1980 PA 401.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
Sec. 3. (1) Any physician and any person in charge of any

hospital or institution, or any person who shall have first

knowl edge of the death of any person who shall have di ed suddenly,
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unexpectedly, accidentally, violently, or as the result of any
suspi ci ous circunstances, or w thout nedical attendance during the
48 hours prior to the hour of death unless the attending physician,
if any, is able to determ ne accurately the cause of death, or in
any case of death due to what is commonly known as an aborti on,
whet her sel f-induced or otherw se, shall notify the county nedi cal
exam ner or his OR HER deputy i medi ately of the death.

(2) I'F THE PHYSI Cl AN, PERSON I N CHARGE OF ANY HOSPI TAL OR
I NSTI TUTI ON, OR OTHER PERSON WHO HAS FI RST KNOWLEDGE OF THE DEATH
OF A PERSON AS DESCRI BED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1) HAS KNOWLEDGE THAT
THERE WERE 2 OR MORE | NDI VI DUALS | NVOLVED I N THE SAME ACCI DENT WHO
WERE APPROXI MATELY THE SAME ACGE, SEX, AND RACE, THEN HE OR SHE
SHALL MAKE THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR H' S OR HER DEPUTY AWARE
OF THAT FACT WHEN NOTI FYI NG THE EXAM NER OR DEPUTY OF THE DEATH AS
REQUI RED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1).

Sec. 4. It shall be unlawful for any funeral director,
enbal ner, or other person to renove the body fromthe place where
death occurred, or to prepare the body for burial or shipnent, when
such funeral director, enbalnmer, or other person knows or upon
reasonabl e i nvestigation should know that death may have occurred
in a manner as indicated in section 3 OR THAT THE ACCI DENT WHI CH
RESULTED I N THE DEATH | NVOLVED 2 OR MORE | NDI VI DUALS WHO WERE
APPROXI MATELY THE SAME AGE, SEX, AND RACE, without first notifying
the county medi cal exam ner or his OR HER deputy and receiving
perm ssion to renove, prepare for burial, or ship such body. Any
person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a

m sdeneanor and nmay be inprisoned not exceeding 1 year —— or fined
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not exceedi ng $500. 00, or both.

Sec. 5. (1) Wien a county nedi cal exam ner has notice that
there has been found within his or her county or district the body
of a person who is supposed to have cone to his or her death in a
manner as indicated in section 3, the nedical exam ner shall take
charge of the body, and if, on view of the body and persona
inquiry into the cause and manner of the death, the nedica
exam ner considers a further exam nation necessary, the county
medi cal exam ner or a deputy may cause the dead body to be renoved
to the public norgue. If the investigation is for the reason only
t hat the dead person had no nedi cal attendance during 48 hours
before the hour of death, and if the dead person had chosen not to
have nedi cal attendance because of his or her bona fide held
religious convictions, renoval shall not be required unless there
is evidence of other conditions stipulated in section 3. If there
is no public norgue, then the body nay be renoved to a private
norgue as the county nedi cal exam ner has desi gnat ed.

(2) The nedi cal exam ner nmay designate a person appoi nted
pursuant to section la(2) to take charge of the body, nmake
pertinent inquiry, note the circunstances surroundi ng the death,
and, if considered necessary, cause the body to be transported to
t he norgue for exam nation by the nedical exam ner. The nedi ca
exam ner shall nmaintain a list of persons appointed pursuant to
section la(2) and their qualifications which shall be filed with
the local |aw enforcenment agencies. The person appoi nted pursuant
to section l1la(2) shall not be an agent or enpl oyee of any person or

funeral establishnment |icensed under —Act—No—268o0f the Publie
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M-ehi-gan—Conpiledtaws— ARTI CLE 18 OF THE OCCUPATI ONAL CODE, 1980
PA 299, MCL 339. 1801 TO 339.1812, receive, directly or indirectly,

any remruneration in connection with the disposition of the body or
make any funeral or burial arrangenments w thout approval of the
next of kin, if they are found, or the person responsible for the
funeral expenses.

(3) The county nedi cal exam ner may performor direct to be
performed an autopsy and shall carefully reduce or cause to be
reduced to witing every fact and circunstance tending to show the
condition of the body and the cause and manner of death, together
wi th the nanmes and addresses of any persons present at the autopsy,
whi ch record he or she shall subscribe

(4) The nedi cal exam ner shall ascertain the identity of the
deceased and notify imedi ately as conpassi onately as possible the
next of kin of the death and the l|ocation of the body except that
such notification is not required if a person fromthe state
police, —er— a county sheriff departnent, —e+— a township police
departnment, or a nunicipal police departnent states to the nedical
exam ner that the notification has already occurred. |IF VI SUAL
| DENTI FI CATI ON OF AN I NDI VI DUAL | S | MPCSSI BLE AS A RESULT OF BURNS,
DECOMPOSI TI ON, OR OTHER DI SFI GURI NG | NJURI ES OR | F THE COUNTY
MEDI CAL EXAM NER | S AWARE THAT THE DEATH | S THE RESULT OF AN
ACCI DENT THAT | NVOLVED 2 OR MORE | NDI VI DUALS WHO WERE APPROXI MATELY
THE SAME ACGE, SEX, AND RACE, THEN THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL
VERI FY THE | DENTI TY OF THE DECEASED THROUGH FI NGERPRI NTS, DENTAL
RECORDS, DNA, OR OTHER DEFI NI TI VE | DENTI FI CATI ON PROCEDURES. The
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county nedi cal exam ner may conduct an autopsy if he or she

deternmi nes that an autopsy reasonably appears to be required
pursuant to |law. After the county nedical exam ner, —e+r— a deputy,
or— a person fromthe state police, —er— a county sheriff
department, —e+— a township police department, or a nunicipa

police departnent has nmade diligent effort to |ocate and notify the
next of kin, he or she nmay order and conduct the autopsy with or

wi t hout the consent of the next of kin of the deceased.

(5) The county nedi cal exam ner or a deputy shall keep a
witten record of the efforts to |locate and notify the next of kin
for a period of 1 year fromthe date of the autopsy. The county
nmedi cal exam ner shall, after any required exam nati on or autopsy,
promptly deliver or return the body to relatives or representatives
of the deceased or, if there are no relatives or representatives
known to the exam ner, he or she may cause the body to be decently
buri ed, except that the nedical exam ner nmay retain, as |ong as nay
be necessary, any portion of the body believed by the nedical
exam ner to be necessary for the detection of any crine.

Enacting section 1. This anendatory act does not take effect
unl ess Senate Bill No. _ or House Bill No. 6309(request no.
07082' 06 a) of the 93rd Legislature is enacted into | aw
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