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HOUSE BILL No. 6481

September 14, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Mortimer, David Law, Kooiman, Farhat, Nitz,
Baxter, Palsrok, Casperson, Stakoe, Pavlov, Acciavatti, Ball and Pastor and referred to the
Committee on Government Operations.

A bill to anmend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"”
by amendi ng section 571 (MCL 400.571), as added by 1999 PA 17.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
Sec. 57|. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the —famty
independence—ageney— DEPARTMENT may require A RECIPIENT TO SUBM T

TO subst ance abuse testing as a condition for famly independence

assistance eligibility under this act |IF A DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE HAS

REASONABLE SUSPI CI ON OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE BY THE RECI Pl ENT.

(2) The —famty—independence—agency— DEPARTMENT shal |
i npl enent a pil ot program of SUSPI Cl ON- BASED subst ance abuse

testing as a condition for famly independence assi stance

eligibility +natteast 3 ecounties—ineludingrandom-substance
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subdi-vi-ston—{a)y—has beensubmtted tothe legistature— ACCORD NG
TO A PROTOCOL THAT | NCLUDES ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG STEPS:

(A) THE DEPARTMENT ADM NI STERS A SUBSTANCE ABUSE SURVEY.
(B) A SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROFESSI ONAL SCREENS THE | NDI VI DUAL FOR
SUSPI CI ON OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE USI NG AN EMPI RI CALLY VALI DATED

SUBSTANCE ABUSE SCREENI NG TOOL IN A 1-ON-1 CONTACT.

(C© THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROFESSI ONAL GATHERS ADDI TI ONAL
| NFORMATI ON ABOUT THE | NDI VI DUAL, | NCLUDI NG | NFORMATI ON GATHERED
FROM A DRUG SCREENI NG TEST.

(D) THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROFESSI ONAL DETERM NES THE LEVEL OF
TREATMENT NEEDED AND MAKES THE APPROPRI ATE REFERRAL.

(3) An individual described in section 57b shall not be
considered to have tested positive for substance abuse until the

sanpl e has been retested to rule out a fal se positive by gas
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chromat ography with mass spectronetry, gas chromat ography, high
performance |iquid chromatography, or an equally, or nore, specific
test using the same sanple obtained for the original test. An
i ndi vi dual described in section 57b who tests positive for
subst ance abuse under this section shall agree to and partici pate
i n substance abuse assessnent and conply with a required substance
abuse treatnent plan. Failure to conply with a substance abuse
assessnent or treatnent plan shall be penalized in the sane nmanner
as a work first programviolation inposed under section 57d or 57g.
An individual is exenpt from substance abuse testing authorized by
this section if the individual is participating in a substance
abuse rehabilitation programthat the individual was ordered to
participate in by a circuit court that has established procedures
to expedite the closing of crimnal cases involving a crine
establ i shed under part 74 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368,
MCL 333.7401 to 333.7461

(4) Before inplenmenting substance abuse testing under this
section, the —famlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT shall notify
t he senate and house of representatives standing comm ttees having
jurisdiction over this act and the senate and house of
representati ves appropriations subcommttees having jurisdiction

over the —famlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT budget of the

pl anned i npl ement ati on.

(5) If the —famlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT i npl enents

subst ance abuse testing as authorized and required by this section,

t he —famtyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT shall submt an annual

report on the testing programto the senate and house of
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representatives standing commttees having jurisdiction over this
act and the senate and house of representatives appropriations
subconm ttees having jurisdiction over the —famtlyindependence
agency— DEPARTMENT budget. The annual report shall include at |east
all of the following information for the precedi ng year:

(a) The nunber of individuals tested, the substances tested
for, the results of the testing, and the nunber of referrals for
treat ment.

(b) The costs of the testing and the resulting treatnent.

(c) Sanctions, if any, that have been inposed on recipients as
a result of the testing program

(d) The percentage and nunber of households receiving famly
i ndependence assi stance that include an individual who has tested
positive for substance abuse under the program and that al so
i ncl ude an individual who has been nanmed as a perpetrator in a case
classified as a central registry case under the child protection
law, 1975 PA 238, MCL 722.621 to 722.638.

(6) The substance abuse testing authorized and required by

this section does not apply to an individual 65 years old or ol der.

04901' 05 Fi nal Page LTB



