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HOUSE BILL No. 6510

September 14, 2006, Introduced by Rep. Taub and referred to the Committee on House
Oversight, Elections, and Ethics.

A bill to anend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chi gan el ection | aw, "
by amendi ng section 874 (MCL 168.874), as anmended by 1995 PA 261

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 874. (1) Pursuant to this chapter, the board of
canvassers conducting the recount shall reject all previous returns
fromthe precincts, townships, or wards, except the returns froma
preci nct that cannot be recounted as to that candi date or ball ot
guestion pursuant to section 871. In a public place where the
candi dates or persons interested in the ballot question and their
counsel may be present, if they so desire, the board of canvassers
shal | proceed in the manner prescribed in section 871. If
appl i cable, the board of canvassers shall open the ball ot boxes

fromthe precincts, townships, or wards, and the rolls or packages
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of ballots in the ballot boxes, and to nake a recount of the
ballots as to the candi dates or ballot question. Upon conpletion of
the recount, the board of canvassers shall make a full, conplete,
and correct return in witing, showing the full nunber of votes
given to each candidate, or the total nunber of votes cast for and
agai nst any ballot question, witten out in words and figures.

(2) The board of canvassers shall conduct the recount so that
t he conpl ete procedure rmay be observed and noted by the candi dates
or persons interested in the ballot question, their counsel, and
not to exceed 1 watcher and 1 tallier at each table to check the
wor k of the recount clerks. The secretary of state shall devel op
i nstructions consistent wwth this act for conducting a recount
pursuant to this subsection. Al votes cast, whether for candidates
or ballot questions, shall be recounted in the follow ng nmanner:

(a) —Fhe— SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (3), THE ballots from any
gi ven precinct shall first be counted and the total conpared with
t he nunber of ballots issued on election day as shown on the pol
list. If the first count of the nunber of ballots and the nunber of
ball ots issued on el ection day as shown on the poll list do not
mat ch, the ballots fromthat precinct shall be counted a second
time and the total conpared with the nunber of ballots issued on
el ection day as shown on the poll list. If the second count of the
nunber of ballots and the nunber of ballots issued on election day
as shown on the poll list do not match, those ballots shall not be
recounted as provided in section 871. If the second count of the
nunber of ballots and the nunber of ballots issued on election day

as shown on the poll list match, the ballots fromthat precinct

06093’ 06 STM



© 00 N o o0~ W N P

N N N N N N NN PR P P P R R R PP
N~ o o M WN P O © 00N OO0~ WDN P O

shall be counted a third time and the total conpared with the
nunber of ballots issued on election day as shown on the poll Ilist.
If the third count of the nunber of ballots and the nunber of

ball ots issued on el ection day as shown on the poll list do not

mat ch, those ballots shall not be recounted as provided in section
871.

(b) If the first count described in subdivision (a) or the
second and third counts described in subdivision (a) match the
nunber of ballots issued on election day, the ballots, |NCLUD NG
THE PROVI SI ONAL BALLOTS DESCRI BED I N SUBSECTION (4), shall be
pl aced face up on the table and 1 recount clerk shall call the
votes for each candidate or ballot question involved in the
recount.

(c) Two tally clerks shall sinultaneously record the called
votes on forns provided for that purpose.

(3) PROVI SI ONAL BALLOTS | SSUED I N A PRECI NCT ON ELECTI ON DAY
THAT WERE PLACED I N A PROVI SI ONAL BALLOT RETURN ENVELOPE AND
SECURED FOR VERI FI CATI ON AFTER THE ELECTI ON SHALL BE COUNTED BY THE
BOARD OF CANVASSERS FOR PURPOSES OF SUBSECTION (2)(A) IN ORDER TO
DETERM NE WHETHER THE TOTAL NUMBER OF BALLOTS | SSUED ON ELECTI ON
DAY AS SHOMN ON THE PCLL LI ST MATCHES THE TOTAL NUMBER OF BALLOTS
COUNTED FOR THE PRECI NCT. THE BQARD OF CANVASSERS IS AUTHORI ZED TO
DENMAND THAT THE PROVI SI ONAL BALLOTS BE DELI VERED TO THE BOARD FOR
COUNTI NG UNDER THI' S SUBSECTI ON.

(4) PROVI SI ONAL BALLOTS THAT ARE TABULATED BY THE CLERK OF A
CITY OR TOMNSH P AFTER ELECTI ON DAY AS PROVI DED UNDER SECTI ON 813
SHALL BE I NCLUDED I N THE BALLOTS RECOUNTED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (2)(B).
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(5) —3)— The candi dates or persons interested in the ball ot
guestion, their counsel, watchers, and talliers shall be allowed to
observe each ballot as it is called and to take notes as they
desire for their own records. The board of canvassers shal
identify by an exhibit nunber a ballot counted or rejected under
protest, keep a record of the protest, and proceed as required

under section 871a.
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