HOUSE BILL No. 6579
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HOUSE BILL No. 6579

September 20, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Kooiman, Stahl and Pastor and referred to the
Committee on Family and Children Services.

A Dbill to amend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"”
by amendi ng sections 57f and 57g (MCL 400.57f and 400.57g), as
anended by 2001 PA 280; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 57f. (1) The —+ftamtyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT
shall enter into an agreenment with the departnent of —career
developrent— LABOR AND ECONOM C GROMH in order to facilitate the
adm ni stration of work first. The —famlyindependence—agency
DEPARTMENT shal |l make i nformation on the program available to the
| egi sl ature.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (3), every

menber of a famly independence assistance group shall be referred
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to and shall participate in work first. The particular activities
in which the recipient is required or authorized to partici pate,

t he nunber of hours of work required, and other details of work

first shall be devel oped by the departnment of —ecareer—developrent

LABOR AND ECONOM C GROMH and t he —famtyindependence—agency
DEPARTMENT and shall be set forth in the recipient's social

contract. If a recipient has cooperated with work first, the

reci pient may enroll in a program approved by the | ocal workforce
devel opnent board. Any and all training or education wth the
exception of high school conpletion and GED preparation nust be
occupationally relevant and in demand in the | abor market as
determ ned by the | ocal workforce devel opnent board and may be no
nore than 2 years in duration. Participants nust nmake satisfactory
progress while in training or education.

(3) The followi ng individuals are exenpt from participation in
work first:

(a) A child under the age of 16.

(b) Achild aged 16 or older, or a mnor parent, who is
attending el enentary or secondary school full-tinme.

(c) —Fhe— UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2009, THE parent of a child
under the age of 3 nonths. The —famlyindepenrdence—agency
DEPARTMENT may require a parent exenpted from participation in work
first under this subdivision to participate in famly services,
including, but not limted to, instruction in parenting, nutrition,
and child devel opnent beginning 6 weeks after the birth of his or
her child until the child is 3 nonths old as fulfillment of that

parent's social contract obligation under section 57e(1)(c).
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(d) An individual aged 65 or ol der.

(e) —A— UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2009, A recipient of supplenental
security incone.

(f) —Aa— UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2009, AN individual who neets 1
or nore of the following criteria to the extent that the
i ndi vi dual , based on nedi cal evidence and an assessnent of need by
t he —famtyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT, is severely restricted
in his or her ability to participate in enploynent or training
activities:

(1) Arecipient of social security disability, or nedica
assi stance due to disability or blindness.

(1i)) An individual suffering froma physical or nental
i npai rment that neets federal supplenental security incone
di sability standards, except that no mininmumduration is required.

(1it) The spouse of an individual described in subparagraph (i)
or (ii) who is the full-tinme caregiver of that individual.

(iv) A parent or caretaker of a child who is suffering froma
physi cal or nental inpairnent that neets the federal supplenental
security incone disability standards, except that no m ni mum
duration is required.

(4) I'n addition to those individuals exenpt under subsection
(3), the —famtlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT may grant a
tenporary exenption fromparticipation in work first, not to exceed
90 days, to an individual who is suffering froma docunented short-
termmental or physical illness, limtation, or disability that
severely restricts his or her ability to participate in enploynent

or training activities. An individual with a docunented nmental or
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physical illness, limtation, or disability that does not severely
restrict his or her ability to participate in enploynent or
training activities shall be required to participate in work first
at a nedically permssible |Ievel

(5) An individual is not disabled for purposes of this section
i f substance abuse is a contributing factor material to the
determi nation of disability.

Sec. 57g. (1) The —famtlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT
shal | develop a systemof penalties to be inposed if a recipient
fails to conply with applicable rules or the provisions of this
section. Penalties may be cunul ative and may include reduction of
the grant, renoval of an individual fromthe famly independence
assi stance group, and term nation of assistance to the famly.

(2) A penalty shall not be inposed if the recipient has
denonstrated that there was good cause for failing to conmply. The
famty—independence—agency— DEPARTMENT shall determ ne the
ci rcunst ances that constitute good cause based on factors that are
beyond the control of a recipient.

(3) Recipients who are willing to participate in activities
| eading to self-sufficiency but who require child care or
transportation in order to participate shall not be penalized if
t he —famtyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT determ nes that child
care or transportation is not reasonably avail able or provided to
t hem

(4) —Fhe— UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2009, THE system of penalties
devel oped under subsection (1) shall include both of the foll ow ng:

(a) Fam |y independence program benefits shall be term nated
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if arecipient fails, w thout good cause, to conply with applicable
child support requirenments including efforts to establish paternity
and obtain child support. The assistance group is ineligible for
fam |y i ndependence program assi stance for not |less than 1 cal endar
nonth. After assistance has been term nated for not less than 1
cal endar nonth, assistance may be restored if the nonconpliant
reci pient conplies with child support requirenments including the
action to establish paternity and obtain child support.

(b) For any instance of nonconpliance, before determ ning that

a penalty shall be inposed, the —famlyindependence—agenecy

DEPARTMENT shall determne if good cause for nonconpliance exists.
The —famtyindependence—agency— DEPARTMENT shall notify the
reci pient that he or she has 10 days to denonstrate good cause for
nonconpl i ance. If good cause is not determ ned to exist, assistance
shall be term nated. After term nation, the assistance group is
ineligible for fam |y i ndependence program assi stance for not | ess
t han 1 cal endar nonth.

(5) —Fer— UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2009, FOR the purposes of this
section, "nonconpliance" nmeans 1 or nore of the foll ow ng:

(a) Arecipient quits a job

(b) Arecipient is fired for m sconduct or for absenteei sm
W t hout good cause.

(c) Arecipient voluntarily reduces the hours of enploynment or
ot herwi se reduces earni ngs.

(d) A recipient does not participate in wrk first activities.

(6) —H— UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2009, IF a recipient does not

nmeet the recipient's individual social contract requirenents, the
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famty—independence—agency— DEPARTMENT may i npose a penalty.
(7) —AHter— UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2009, AFTER term nation for

nonconpl i ance, the assistance group is ineligible for famly

i ndependence program assi stance for not |less than 1 cal endar nonth.
After assistance has been termnated for not |ess than 1 cal endar
month, fam |y independence program assi stance nay be approved if
the recipient conpletes a willingness to conply test. For purposes
of this section, "willingness to conply" nmeans participating in
work first or other self-sufficiency activities for up to 40 hours
Wi thin 10 working days. At the tine —anRy— A penalty is inposed
under this section, the —+famlyindependence—agency— DEPARTMVENT
shall provide the recipient witten notice of his or her option to
i mredi ately reapply for famly independence program benefits and
that he or she may conplete a "willingness to conply test" during
the penalty period.

(8) The —famty—independence—ageney— DEPARTMENT shall submt a
report for the period between February 1 —206062— and Decenber 31
—2002— EACH YEAR to the legislature, the house and senate fisca
agenci es, and the appropriate house and senate standing conmttees
that handle famly and children's issues, that contains all of the
followng information for that tinme period:

(a) The nunber of sanctions inposed and reapplications nade.

(b) The nunber of famly independence program cases reopened.

(c) The nunber of referrals to enmergency shelters by the
depart nment.

(d) The nunber of sanctions inposed on famlies with at | east

1 di sabl ed parent.
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(e) The number of sanctions inposed on famlies wth disabled

chi | dren.
Enacting section 1. Section 14i of the social welfare act,

1939 PA 280, MCL 400. 14i, is repeal ed.
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