HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION W

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION W

April 25, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Byrnes, Donigan, Accavitti, Gleason, Condino,
Espinoza, Bieda, McDowell, Kathleen Law, Hopgood, Tobocman, Lipsey, Vagnozzi,
Zelenko, Byrum, Cushingberry, Lemmons, Jr., Miller, Spade, Polidori, Gonzales,
Angerer, Alma Smith, Kolb, Anderson, Waters, Sak and Meisner and referred to the
Committee on Natural Resources, Great Lakes, Land Use, and Environment.

A joint resolution proposing an anendnment to the state
constitution of 1963, by adding section 55 to article IV, to
prohibit the diversion of the waters of the state out of the G eat
Lakes basin unless specifically authorized by the |egislature.

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
state of Mchigan, That the foll ow ng anmendnent to the state
constitution of 1963, to prohibit the diversion of the waters of
the state out of the Geat Lakes basin unless specifically
authorized by the legislature, is proposed, agreed to, and
subnmtted to the people of the state:

ARTI CLE IV
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SEC. 55. THE WATERS OF THE STATE ARE HELD BY THE STATE IN THE
PUBLI C TRUST FOR THE USE AND ENJOYMENT OF THE PUBLI C AS PROVI DED BY
THE LEGQ SLATURE.

UNLESS AUTHORI ZED BY THE LEG SLATURE, THE DI VERSI ON OF THE
WATERS OF THE STATE QUTSI DE OF THE GREAT LAKES BASIN, OR A SALE OR
OTHER TRANSACTI ON RESULTI NG I N A DI VERSI ON OF THE WATERS OF THE
STATE QUTSI DE OF THE GREAT LAKES BASI N, |'S PROHI Bl TED.

WHEN CONSI DERI NG VHETHER TO GRANT LEG SLATI VE AUTHORI ZATI ON
FOR A PROPCSED DI VERSI ON OF THE WATERS OF THE STATE OUTSI DE OF THE
GREAT LAKES BASIN, THE LEG SLATURE SHALL CONSI DER SECTI ON 52 OF
TH' S ARTI CLE AND VWHETHER THE PRQJIECT W LL SERVE A PUBLI C PURPCSE,
VWHETHER THE PRQJIECT W LL RESULT I N NO MATERI AL HARM TO THE WATERS
OF THE STATE, THE PUBLI C TRUST, OR RELATED PURPOSES, AND WHETHER
THE PROJECT WLL RESULT I'N ANY | MPROVEMENT TO THE WATERS OF THE
STATE OR THE WATER DEPENDENT NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE STATE.

AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON:

(A) "CONSUMPTI VE USE" MEANS THAT PORTI ON OF WATER W THDRAWN CR
W THHELD FROM THE GREAT LAKES BASI N AND ASSUMED TO BE LOST OR
OTHERW SE NOT' RETURNED TO THE GREAT LAKES BASI N DUE TO EVAPCRATI ON,
I NCORPORATI ON | NTO PRODUCTS OR AGRI CULTURAL PRCODUCTS, USE AS PART
OF PACKAG NG OF PRODUCTS OR AGRI CULTURAL PRODUCTS, OR OTHER
PROCESSES. CONSUMPTI VE USE DOES NOT | NCLUDE THE PACKAG NG OF WATER
I N BOTTLES OR CONTAI NERS.

(B) "DIVERSI ON' MEANS A TRANSFER OF WATER BY PI PELI NE, CANAL,
TUNNEL, AQUEDUCT, CHANNEL, MODI FI CATION OF THE DI RECTI ON OF A
WATERCOURSE, TANKER SHI P, TANKER TRUCK, RAIL TANKER, OR SIM LAR
MEANS FROM THE GREAT LAKES BASI N | NTO A WATERSHED QUTSI DE OF THE
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GREAT LAKES BASI N, | NCLUDI NG THE TRANSFER OF WATER I N BOTTLES OR
CONTAI NERS. HOAEVER, DI VERSI ON DCES NOT | NCLUDE ANY OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(i) A CONSUMPTI VE USE.

(1i) THE SUPPLY OF VEHI CLES, | NCLUDI NG VESSELS AND Al RCRAFT,
VWHETHER FOR THE NEEDS OF PERSONS OR ANI MALS BEI NG TRANSPORTED OR
FOR BALLAST OR OTHER NEEDS RELATED TO THE OPERATI ON OF VEH CLES.

(iii) THE USE OF WATER I N A NONCOWERCI AL PRQJECT ON A SHORT-
TERM BASI S FOR FI REFI GHTI NG, HUVANI TARI AN, OR EMERGENCY RESPONSE
PURPCSES.

(iv) WATER TRANSPORTED FROM THE GREAT LAKES BASI N BY A PERSON
FOR H' S OR HER PERSONAL, NONCOMVERCI AL USE.

Resol ved further, That the foregoing anmendnent shall be
subnmtted to the people of the state at the next general election

in the manner provided by |aw.
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