HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION X

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION X

May 23, 2006, Introduced by Rep. Ward and referred to the Committee on House Oversight,
Elections, and Ethics.

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to the state
constitution of 1963, by anending sections 2, 3, and 6 of article
IV, to base |legislative apportionnent and districting on the nunber
of citizens of this state.

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
state of M chigan, That the foll ow ng amendnent to the state
constitution of 1963, to base |egislative apportionnment and
districting on the nunber of citizens of this state, is proposed,
agreed to, and submtted to the people of the state:

ARTI CLE IV
Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 nenbers to be el ected

fromsingle menber districts at the sanme election as the governor
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for four-year ternms concurrent with the termof office of the
gover nor.

In districting t+he— TH' S state for the purpose of electing
senators after the official publication of the total —pepulatien
CI TI ZENSHI P count of each federal decennial census, each county
shal | be assigned apportionnment factors equal to the sumof its
per cent age of the —state's—poputation— NUMBER OF CITIZENS OF THI S
STATE as shown by the | ast regul ar federal decennial census
conputed to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent nultiplied
by four and its percentage of the state's |and area conputed to the
near est one-one hundredth of one percent.

In arranging the state into senatorial districts, the
apportionnment commi ssion shall be governed by the follow ng rul es:

(1) Counties with 13 or nore apportionnent factors shall be
entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total
apportionnent factors of such counties bear to the total
apportionnent factors of the state conputed to the nearest whole
nunber. After each such county has been allocated one senator, the
remai ning senators to which this class of counties is entitled
shall be distributed anbng such counties by the nmethod of equa
proportions applied to the apportionnent factors.

(2) Counties having | ess than 13 apportionnent factors shal
be entitled as a class to senators in the proportion that the total
apportionnent factors of such counties bear to the total
apportionnent factors of the state conputed to the nearest whole
nunber. —Suweh— THESE counties shall —thereafter— be arranged into

senatorial districts that are conpact, convenient, and conti guous
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by | and, as rectangul ar in shape as possible, and having as nearly
as possi ble 13 apportionnment factors, but in no event |ess than 10
or nore than 16. Insofar as possible, existing senatorial districts
at the tine of reapportionnment shall not be altered unless there is
a failure to conply with the above standards.

(3) Counties entitled to two or nore senators shall be divided
into single nmenber districts. The —pepulatien— NUMBER OF CI Tl ZENS
of —suweh— THESE districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but
shall not be |ess than 75 percent nor nore than 125 percent of a
nunber determ ned by dividing the —pepulatien— NUMBER OF Cl Tl ZENS
of the county by the nunber of senators to which it is entitled.
Each such district shall follow incorporated city or township
boundary lines to the extent possible and shall be conpact,
contiguous, and as nearly uniformin shape as possible.

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110
nmenbers el ected for two-year ternms fromsingle nmenber districts
apportioned on a basis of —pepulatien— THE NUMBER OF CI Tl ZENS as
provided in this article. The districts shall consist of conpact
and convenient territory contiguous by | and.

Each county which has a popul ati on of not |ess than seven-
tenths of one percent of the —pepulatien— NUMBER OF CI Tl ZENS of
the— TH S state shall constitute a separate representative area.
Each county having | ess than seven-tenths of one percent of the
poputatien— NUMBER OF CI Tl ZENS of —the— THI S state shall be
conbi ned with another county or counties to forma representative
area of not |ess than seven-tenths of one percent of the

peputatien— NUMBER OF CI Tl ZENS of —the— THI S state. Any county
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which is isolated under the initial allocation as provided in this

section shall be joined with that contiguous representative area

having the smal | est percentage of the state's popul ati on. Each such

representative area shall be entitled initially to one
representative.

After the assignnent of one representative to each of the
representative areas, the remaining house seats shall be
apportioned anong the representative areas on the basis of
poeputatien— THE NUMBER OF CI TI ZENS by the nmethod of equa

proportions.

Any county conprising a representative area entitled to two or

nore representatives shall be divided into single nenber
representative districts as foll ows:

(1) The —peputatien— NUMBER OF Cl Tl ZENS of —sueh— THESE
districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but shall not be
| ess than 75 percent nor nore than 125 percent of a numnber
deternmi ned by dividing the —pepulatien— NUMBER OF Cl Tl ZENS of the
representative area by the nunber of representatives to which it

entitl ed.

(2) —Sueh— THESE single nmenber districts shall follow city and

t ownshi p boundari es where applicable and shall be conposed of
conpact and contiguous territory as nearly square in shape as
possi bl e.

Any representative area consisting of nore than one county,
entitled to nore than one representative, shall be divided into
single nmenber districts as equal as possible in —poeputation— THE
NUMBER OF CI Tl ZENS, adhering to county |ines.
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Sec. 6. A commission on |legislative apportionnment is —hereby
establ i shed consisting of eight electors, four of whomshall be
sel ected by the state organi zati ons of each of the two politica
parti es whose candi dates for governor received the highest vote at
the | ast general election at which a governor was el ected precedi ng
each apportionnment. |If a candidate for governor of a third
political party has received at such election nore than 25 percent
of such gubernatorial vote, the comm ssion shall consist of 12
menbers, four of whom shall be selected by the state organi zation
of the third political party. One resident of each of the follow ng
four regions shall be selected by each political party
organi zation: (1) the upper peninsula; (2) the northern part of the
| ower peninsula, north of a line drawn along the northern
boundari es of the counties of Bay, Mdland, |sabella, Mecosta,
Newaygo and Cceana; (3) southwestern M chigan, those counties south
of region (2) and west of a line drawn along the western boundaries
of the counties of Bay, Sagi naw, Shiawassee, |ngham Jackson and
Hi |l sdal e; (4) southeastern M chigan, the renaining counties of
the— TH S state.

No officers or enployees of the federal, state, or |ocal
governnents, excepting notaries public and nmenbers of the arned
forces reserve, shall be eligible for menbership on the conmm ssion
Menbers of the conmmission shall not be eligible for election to the
| egislature until two years after the apportionment in which they
partici pated becones effective.

The commi ssion shall be appointed i mediately after the

adoption of this constitution and whenever apportionnent or
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districting of the legislature is required by the provisions of
this constitution. Menbers of the commi ssion shall hold office
until each apportionnment or districting plan becones effective.
Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as for origina
appoi nt nent .

The secretary of state shall be secretary of the comm ssion
wi t hout vote, and in that capacity shall furnish, under the
direction of the conmm ssion, all necessary technical services. The
comm ssion shall elect its own —ehatrman— CHAI RPERSON, shall make
its own rules of procedure, and shall receive conpensation provided
by law. The | egislature shall appropriate funds to enable the
conmm ssion to carry out its activities.

Wthin 30 days after the adoption of this constitution, and
after the official total —peputatien— ClTIZENSH P count of each
federal decennial census of —t+he— THI S state and its political
subdi visions is avail able, the secretary of state shall issue a
call convening the comm ssion not |ess than 30 nor nore than 45
days thereafter. The comm ssion shall conplete its work within 180
days after all necessary census information is avail able. The
commi ssion shall proceed to district and apportion the senate and
house of representatives according to the provisions of this
constitution. Al final decisions shall require the concurrence of
a majority of the nmenbers of the comm ssion. The commi ssion shal
hol d public hearings as may be provided by | aw.

Each final apportionnment and districting plan shall be
publ i shed as provided by law within 30 days fromthe date of its

adoption and shall beconme | aw 60 days after publication. The
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secretary of state shall keep a public record of all the
proceedi ngs of the conm ssion and shall be responsible for the
publication and distribution of each plan.

If a mjority of the conm ssion cannot agree on a plan, each
menber of the comm ssion, individually or jointly with other
menbers, may submt a proposed plan to the suprene court. The
suprenme court shall determ ne which plan conplies nost accurately
with the constitutional requirenents and shall direct that it be
adopted by the conm ssion and published as provided in this
section.

Upon the application of any elector filed not later than 60
days after final publication of the plan, the suprenme court, in the
exercise of original jurisdiction, shall direct the secretary of
state or the comm ssion to performtheir duties, may review any
final plan adopted by the conm ssion, and shall remand —sueh— THE
plan to the commi ssion for further action if it fails to conply
with the requirenents of this constitution

Resol ved further, That the foregoing anmendnent shall be
subnmtted to the people of the state at the next general election

in the manner provided by | aw

06876' 06 Fi nal Page STM



