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A SUMMARY OF SENATE BILL 151 AS PASSED BY THE SENATE 3-12-09 

 
The bill would amend the Public Health Code to do the following: 
 

• Require physical therapy assistants to be licensed and establish minimum 
standards for licensure. 

• Increase license fees for physical therapists (PTs) from $50 to $90 and extend the 
fee to physical therapist assistants (PTAs). 

• Require the DCH to promulgate rules establishing professional development 
requirements for both PTs and PTAs. 

• Require PTs to consult with or refer patients back to the prescribing physician 
under certain circumstances. 

• Add a PTA to the Board of Physical Therapy and increase the PT members by 
one. 

 
Senate Bill 151 would amend Part 163 (General Provisions) and Part 178 (Physical 
Therapy) of the Public Health Code to provide for the licensure of physical therapist 
assistants, and make other changes regarding physical therapists and PTAs. 
 
Physical Therapist Assistant Licensure 
 
Under the bill, a person could not practice as a physical therapy assistant without a 
license.  "Physical therapist assistant" would mean an individual with a health profession 
subfield license under Part 178 who assists a physical therapist in physical therapy 
intervention.  "Practice as physical therapist assistant" would mean the practice of 
physical therapy performed under the supervision of a licensed physical therapist. 
 
An applicant for licensure as a physical therapist assistant would have to meet the 
requirements of Section 16174 and, except as otherwise provided, all of the following 
requirements, as applicable: 
 
1)  Be a graduate of a program for the training of PTAs approved by the Board. 
2)  If graduated after January 1, 2008, passed an examination approved by the Board 
 
For the purposes of the first requirement, the Michigan Board of Physical Therapy would 
have to approve a PTA training program from the U.S. military or from outside of the 



Analysis available at http://www.legislature.mi.gov  SB 151     Page 2 of 3 

United States if the program were determined to be substantially equivalent to PTA 
entry-level training in the U.S. by a credentials evaluation organization approved by the 
American Physical Therapy Association or were listed as a credentialing organization in 
8 CFR 212.15(e), (which applies to foreign health care workers). 
 
(Section 16174 requires an individual who is licensed or registered under Article 15 
(health occupations) to be 18 years of age or older; be of good moral character; have a 
specific education or experience in the health profession or health profession subfield or 
health profession specialty field of the health profession, or equivalent training, or both, 
necessary to promote safe and competent practice and informed consumer choice; have a 
working knowledge of the English language; pay the appropriate fees; establish that 
disciplinary proceedings before a similar licensure or certification board are not pending; 
establish that no sanctions are in force at the time of application; file a consent to the 
release of information regarding a disciplinary investigation; and submit fingerprints for a 
criminal history check.) 
 
Limited PTA License 
 
Beginning on the bill's effective date and ending on the effective date of the rules 
promulgated regarding the issuance of licenses to PTAs under Part 178, the board would 
have to grant a limited license to an applicant who was a graduate of a PTA education 
program accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education. 
A limited license would be effective until the board formally issued or denied a license to 
the applicant. 
 
Professional Development 
 
In consultation with the board, the Department of Community Health (DCH) would have 
to promulgate rules establishing professional development requirements for physical 
therapists and physical therapist assistants, as well as rules to require licensees seeking 
renewal to furnish evidence acceptable to the DCH and the board of the successful 
completion, during the proceeding license term, of the requirements. Beginning the 
license year after the rules' effective date, an individual would have to meet the 
professional development requirements. 
 
Standards of Practice for PTs 
 
A physical therapist would have to refer a patient back to the health care professional 
who issued the prescription for treatment if the therapist had reasonable cause to believe 
that there were symptoms or conditions requiring services beyond the scope of practice of 
physical therapy. 
 
A physical therapist would have to consult with the health care professional who issued 
the prescription for treatment if a patient did not show reasonable response to treatment in 
a time period consistent with the standards of practice as determined by the board. 
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Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Currently, the annual license fee for a physical therapist is $50.  The bill would increase 
the fee to $90 and extend it to PTAs. 
 
The Board of Physical Therapy consists of nine members – five physical therapists and 
three public members. The bill would increase the board membership to eleven by adding 
one physical therapist assistant and increasing the physical therapist members to six. 
 
Part 178 lists words, titles, and letters whose use is restricted to those individuals 
authorized to use them. The bill would add the following to this list: physiotherapy, 
physical therapist assistant, physical therapy assistant, physiotherapist assistant, 
physiotherapy assistant, P.T. assistant, C.P.T., D.P.T., M.P.T., P.T.A., Registered P.T.A., 
Licensed P.T.A., Certified P.T.A., C.P.T.A., L.P.T.A., and R.P.T.A. 
 
The bill specifies that Part 178 would not require new or additional third party 
reimbursement or mandated workers' compensation benefits for physical therapy 
services, and would not preclude a third-party payer from requiring a member or enrollee 
to fulfill benefit requirements for physical therapy services, including prescription, 
referral, or preapproval when services were rendered by an individual licensed or 
otherwise authorized under Part 178. 
 
MCL 333.16335 et al. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  
 
Fiscal analysis in progress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Legislative Analyst: Susan Stutzky 
 Fiscal Analyst: Susan Frey 
 
■ This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House staff for use by House members in their deliberations, and does 
not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 
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