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CONTENT

The bill would amend Part 401 (Wildlife Conservation) of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act to allow the Department of Natural Resources and
Environment (DNRE) to issue permits authorizing the taking or possession of raptors for the
purposes of falconry.
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BACKGROUND

The Natural Resources Commission's Wildlife Conservation Order allows a person to
possess, transport, and use raptors for falconry purposes if he or she obtains a permit from
the Wildlife Division permit specialist. A permit is valid for three years. There are three
classes of falconry permits: apprentice, general, and master. The Conservation Order
prescribes regulations applicable to each permit class in addition to the general falconry
provisions.

A permit applicant must score at least 80% on an examination provided by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and administered by the DNRE. The examination relates to basic
biology, care and handling of raptors, pertinent literature, laws and regulations, and other
appropriate subject matter. Upon passing, the applicant is eligible to become an apprentice
falconer.

An apprentice falconer must be at least 14 years old and be sponsored by a general or
master falconer for the first two years that he or she holds an apprentice license. An
apprentice falconer may not possess more than one raptor or obtain more than one raptor
for replacement each year. An apprentice falconer may possess only an American kestrel or
a red-tailed hawk taken from the wild in a state where lawful.

A general falconer must be at least 18 years old and have at least two years of experience
at the apprentice level or equivalent experience if obtained before 1977 or in a foreign
country. A general falconer may not possess more than two raptors or obtain more than
two raptors taken from the wild for replacement per year.

A master falconer must have at least five years of experience at the general level or
equivalent experience if obtained before 1977 or in a foreign country. A master falconer
may not possess more than three raptors or obtain more than two for replacement in a
year.
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In addition to the permit, a person taking an animal with the use of a raptor must have an
appropriate hunting license.

The Wildlife Conservation Order also regulates the taking of raptors from the wild. A
licensed falconer may not take any raptor from the wild in Michigan without obtaining either
a general raptor capture permit or a limited raptor capture permit from the Wildlife Division
permit specialist. Only licensed falconers may apply for permits, and raptors may be taken
only for use in falconry.

The Order limits the total number of raptors that may be taken in any year and the number
that each permittee may take; establishes two annual seasons for taking raptors; prohibits
raptors from being taken from national lakeshores and recreation areas, or in State parks
and recreation areas; and contains other regulations for taking raptors.

Legislative Analyst: Julie Cassidy

FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would have a minimal fiscal impact on the State. The Natural Resources
Commission already has issued an order to allow individuals to practice falconry. If there
are costs associated with this order, they are already accruing and being paid for by the
DNRE. This bill simply would put the DNRE's authority to issue falconry permits into
statute, and should not result in additional costs.

Fiscal Analyst: Josh Sefton
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