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Richardville

ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 1118

AN ACT to amend 1939 PA 288, entitled “An act to revise and consolidate the statutes relating to certain aspects
of the family division of circuit court, to the jurisdiction, powers, and duties of the family division of circuit court and
its judges and other officers, to the change of name of adults and children, and to the adoption of adults and children;
to prescribe certain jurisdiction, powers, and duties of the family division of circuit court and its judges and other
officers; to prescribe the manner and time within which certain actions and proceedings may be brought in the family
division of the circuit court; to prescribe pleading, evidence, practice, and procedure in certain actions and proceedings
in the family division of circuit court; to provide for appeals from certain actions in the family division of circuit court;
to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state departments, agencies, and officers; to provide for certain immunity
from liability; and to provide remedies and penalties,” by amending section 17 of chapter XII (MCL 712.17), as amended
by 2006 PA 488.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
CHAPTER XII

Sec. 17. (1) A parent who surrenders a newborn under section 3 of this chapter and who does not file a custody action
under section 10 of this chapter is presumed to have knowingly released his or her parental rights to the newborn.

(2) If the surrendering parent has not filed a petition for custody of the newborn within 28 days of the surrender,
the child placing agency with authority to place the newborn shall immediately file a petition with the court to determine
whether the release shall be accepted and whether the court shall enter an order terminating the rights of the
surrendering parent.

(3) If the nonsurrendering parent has not filed a petition for custody of the newborn within 28 days of notice of
surrender of a newborn under section 10 of this chapter, the child placing agency with authority to place the newborn
shall immediately file a petition with the court to determine whether the court shall enter an order terminating the
rights of the nonsurrendering parent.

(4) The court shall schedule a hearing on the petition from the child placing agency within 14 days of receipt of that
petition. At the hearing, the child placing agency shall present evidence that demonstrates that the surrendering parent
released the newborn and that demonstrates the efforts made by the child placing agency to identify, locate, and provide
notice to the nonsurrendering parent.

(5) If the court finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the surrendering parent has knowingly released his
or her rights to the child and that reasonable efforts were made to locate the nonsurrendering parent and a custody
action has not been filed, the court shall enter an order terminating parental rights of the surrendering parent and the
nonsurrendering parent under this chapter.
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
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