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House Bill 4261

Sponsor: Rep. Tom McMillin
Committee: Judiciary

Completeto 1-18-12
A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 4261 ASINTRODUCED 2-16-11

The bill would alow public entities to not disclose under the Freedom of Information Act
information in police reports that identify victims of child abuse and sexual assaults who
are under 18 years of age.

The Freedom of Information Act allows a public body to exempt from disclosure certain
information and documents; for example, information of a persona nature if public
disclosure of that information would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of an
individual's privacy.

House Bill 4261 would amend the act (MCL 15.243) to also alow—but not require—a
public body to exempt from disclosure certain information contained in a record
pertaining to a crime of child abuse, criminal sexual conduct, sexual assault or
molestation, or a similar crime, if one or more victims are under 18 years of age. The
protected information would include the name and address of any victim; the names and
addresses of a victim’'s immediate family members or a victim’s relatives who have the
same surname as that victim (other than the name and address of the accused); and any
other information that would tend to reveal the identity of any victim, including any
reference to avictim's familial or other relationship to the accused.

FISCAL IMPACT:

This bill would have no significant fiscal impact on state or loca governments. By
reducing the amount of information subject to Freedom of Information Act requests, the
number of requests made could decrease by an indeterminate amount. The fiscal impact
of eliminating these requests would likely be minimal.

Legidative Analyst: Susan Stutzky
Fiscal Analyst: Erik Jonasson

m This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House staff for use by House members in their deliberations, and does
not constitute an official statement of legidlative intent.
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