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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILLS 5073 AS INTRODUCED 10-13-11, 5093 AS
INTRODUCED 10-18-11, AND 5103 AND 5105 ASINTRODUCED 10-19-11

The bills would amend the Revised Judicature Act (RJA) to eliminate certain probate,
district, and circuit court judgeships, consolidate districts; and make numerous technical

revisions for clarity.

House Bill 5073 would amend the RJIA (MCL 600.8215 and 600.8134) to reduce from
five to four the number of judgeships in the 54A District (City of Lansing) and the 68th
District (City of Flint). The judgeships would be eliminated on the date on which a
vacancy occurred or the beginning date of the term for which an incumbent no longer

sought election or reelection, whichever was earlier.

House Bill 5093 would amend the RJA (MCL 600.803 and 600.8116) to reduce from
three to two the number of probate judgeships in the County of Kalamazoo and from two
judgeships to one in the 7th District (County of Van Buren). The judgeships would be
eliminated on the date on which a vacancy occurred or the beginning date of the term for
which an incumbent no longer sought election or reelection, whichever was earliest.

House Bill 5103 would amend the RJA (MCL 600.8121 and 600.8123). The bill would
reduce from two to one the number of judgeships in the 25th District (City of Lincoln
Park) and the 30th District (City of Highland Park). The bill would also reduce from
three to two the number of judgeships in the 33rd District (Cities of Trenton, Gibraltar,
Woodhaven, Rockwood, and Flat Rock and the Townships of Brownstown and Grosse
lle in the County of Wayne) and the 48th District (Cities of Birmingham, Bloomfield
Hills, Sylvan Lake, Keego Harbor, and Orchard Lake Village and the Townships of
Bloomfield and West Bloomfield in the County of Oakland). The judgeships would be
eliminated on the date on which a vacancy occurred or the beginning date of the term for
which an incumbent no longer sought election or reelection, whichever was earliest.
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The 50th District (City of Pontiac) would have one judgeship eliminated (from four to
three) on the date on which a vacancy occurred or the beginning date of the term for
which an incumbent no longer sought election or reelection. In addition, following, or
simultaneously with, that reduction, the 50th District would have another judgeship
eliminated (from three to two) under the same circumstances.

The 47th District (Cities of Farmington and Farmington Hills) would retain its two
judgeships. However, a provision alowing an additional judgeship if and when a district
court judgeship was eiminated anywhere in the state, subject to review and
recommendation by SCAO and subsequent |egislation, would be del eted.

Consolidations. Currently, the 43rd District consists of the Cities of Madison Heights,
Ferndale, and Hazel Park and has three judges. The 44th District consists of the City of
Roya Oak and has two judges. Beginning January 2, 2015, the bill would consolidate
the two districts and abolish the 44th District. The judges of the abolished court would
serve out their terms in the 43rd District, making five judges in the District. However,
one judgeship would be eliminated (from five judges to four judges) beginning on the
date on which a vacancy occurred or the beginning date of the term for which an
incumbent no longer sought election or reelection, whichever was earliest.

The bill would aso consolidate the 45A and 45B District into the 45th District.
Currently, the 45A District (City of Berkley) has one judge and the 45B District (Cities of
Huntington Woods, Oak Park, and Pleasant Ridge and the Township of Roya Oak in
Oakland County) has two judges. After the consolidation, those three judges would serve
the balance of their terms. For purposes of the November 2020 general election only, the
term of the candidate for district judge in the consolidated 45th Judicial District who
received the highest number of votes would be eight years and the term of the candidate
with the second highest number of votes would be six years. Beginning on the date on
which a vacancy occurred or the beginning date of the term for which an incumbent no
longer sought election or reelection, whichever was earliest, the number of judgeships in
the 45th District would be reduced from three to two.

House Bill 5105 would amend the RJA (MCL 600.504, 600.8123, and 600.8136). The
bill would reduce the number of judgeshipsin the 3rd Judicial Circuit (County of Wayne)
from 61 to 60 beginning at noon, January 1, 2013.

The bill would also reduce the number of judgeships in the 52nd District from 11 to 10.
The 52nd District comprises four election divisions. Beginning 12 noon, January 1,
2013, the Fourth Election Division (the Cities of Troy and Clawson in Oakland County)
would have two judges instead of three.

Lastly, beginning 12 noon, January 1, 2013, the 71A District (County of Lapeer) would
have one of the two judgeships eliminated.
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FISCAL IMPACT:

Together, these bills would eliminate 12 district judgeships, one probate court judgeship
and one circuit court judgeship. The cost to the state for a judgeship includes the judge's
saary, employer-required retirement contributions, and the employer portion of FICA
taxes, totaling approximately $158,000 per year for a circuit or probate judge and
$156,500 per year for adistrict judge.

Removing all of these judgeships would result in atotal savings to the state of $2,194,000
per year once al judgeships are eliminated.

Because these judgeships are removed by attrition, these savings would only come into
effect as judges retire or choose not to run for reelection. In addition, some of these
districts will not eliminate a judgeship until a certain date, and thus the judge could till
be replaced before that date. The savings related to eliminating these judgeships will not
be reflected in the state budget for severa years, and they will likely take a decade or
longer to be fully realized.

The consolidation of multiple court districts could result in an indeterminate amount of
savings for local governments. If court districts are merged, local governments would
face indeterminate costs or savings. Savings may be attained through consolidation of
resources, resulting in some economies of scale. Such savings could include reductions
in office space, staff, and technology costs. However, these savings would depend upon
the degree of consolidation each of the court districts is able to manage, and the savings
may be outweighed by the upfront and continuing costs related to consolidation.

Several issues would need to be resolved in order to consolidate courts. Most
prominently, this includes the physical consolidation of court facilities and the resulting
increase in travel and transportation time for prisoners, law enforcement officias,
attorneys, and judicial staff. Computer systems and records would have to be merged,
resulting in indeterminate costs related to technology and training of judicia staff.
Additionally, the consolidation of each district’'s employees would require the
reconciliation of multiple unions and labor agreements. Changes in these agreements
could lead to some savings if the salary and benefits agreed upon are less costly than
those previoudly utilized by individual districts, but may result in higher costs if the new
labor agreement requires higher average wages and benefits. The difficulty and cost of
each of these measures increases with the number of courts to be consolidated.

Legidative Analyst: Susan Stutzky
Fiscal Analyst: Erik Jonasson

m This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House staff for use by House members in their deliberations, and does
not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.

Analysis available at http://www.legislature.mi.gov HB 5073, 5093, 5103, and 5105 Page 3 of 3




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts false
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


