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The bills would amend various acts to replace the terms "menta retardation” and
"mentally retarded" with less stigmatizing terms.

The bills address a concern identified by the Michigan Mental Heath and Wellness
Commission—that of removing stigmatizing terminology from all state statutes.

As a package, the bills would delete the use of the terms "retarded,” "mentally retarded,"
and "mental retardation” as follows:

House Bill 5345 amends the Michigan Penal Code (MCL 750.520a), which contains
definitions for terms used in the criminal sexual conduct statutes, to strike references to
the outdated terms contained in the definition of "developmental disability" and replace
them with the terms intellectual disability or intellectually disabled. "Intellectual
disability" would mean that term as defined in Section 100b of the Mental Health Code.
[Note: Senate Bill 805 would amend the Mental Health Code to replace the term "mental
retardation” in Section 100b with "intellectual disability"; the new term would have the
same meaning as the one it replaces.]

House Bill 5346 amends the Child Care Organization Act (Public Act 116 of 1973, MCL
722.111) to replace the reference to "mentally retarded” within the definition for "child
caring institution" with the term devel opmental ly disabled.

House Bill 5347 amends the Public Health Code (333.20173a et a.) to replace the
reference to an "intermediate care facility for people with mental retardation” with other
facility defined in 42 USC 1396(d), replace references to "mental retardation™ or
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"mentally retarded” with developmental disability or developmentally disabled, and
correct several federal law citations.

House Bill 5348 amends the Insurance Code (MCL 500.2264) to replace "mental
retardation” with developmental disability.

House Bill 5349 amends the Revised Judicature Act (MCL 600.876) to replace
"retarded" with devel opmentally disabled.

House Bill 5350 amends the Surrogate Parenting Act (MCL 722.853 et al.) to replace
"mentally retarded"” with intellectually disabled and define it to mean that term as defined
in Section 100b of the Mental Health Code.

House Bill 5351 amends Public Act 31 of the First Extra Session of 1948 (MCL
123.952b), which authorizes an intermediate school district to incorporate an authority to
acquire or operate a building as a facility for "retarded" children to instead refer to
developmental ly disabled children.

House Bill 5352 amends the Public School Employees Retirement Act (MCL 38.1306) to
revise a reference to service purchased and performed in certain day care programs for
the "severely mentally retarded” to instead apply to service performed for the
devel opmental ly disabled.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The bills would have no fiscal implications for state or local units of government.
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m This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House staff for use by House members in their deliberations, and does
not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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