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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 5781 ASINTRODUCED 9-9-14

House Bill 5781 would amend Chapter 2 of the Revised Statutes of 1846 to modify the
way Michigan's oath of office is administered to state senators and state representatives,
by alowing the Clerk of the House and the Secretary of the Senate to administer the
oath.

Now under the law, the oath of office taken by elected state senators and state
representatives can be administered by the "chancellor, any justice of the supreme court,
the lieutenant governor, the president pro-tempore of the Senate, or the speaker of the
House of Representatives.”

House Bill 5781 would modify this provision to remove the chancellor; to retain supreme
court justices, the lieutenant governor, the Senate president, and the House speaker; and
to add the House Clerk and Senate Secretary.

The bill also would repeal Section 6 of Public Act 67 of 1877, which says: In case the
president of the Senate or 1 of the judges of the supreme court cannot attend to
administer the oath of office, the officers required by this act to organize meetings of the
Legislature are hereby authorized to administer the oath of office, prescribed by the
constitution of this state, to the members elect of their respective houses. [PA 67 isthe
statute that provides for the organization of the Legislature.]

MCL 4.84
FISCAL IMPACT:
The provisions of the bill would have no fiscal impact on state government.
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