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CONTENT

The bill would amend the Revised Judicature Act to provide that a party would not have to
pay a court fee prescribed in Section 2529 of the Act if the party were filing a child
protective action or a delinquency action under Section 2 of the juvenile code, or under the
Young Adult Voluntary Foster Care Act.

(Section 2 of the juvenile code provides that the family court has the following authority and
jurisdiction in proceedings concerning juveniles found within the county:

-- Exclusive original jurisdiction if the juvenile is younger than 17 and has committed
certain violations of a municipal ordinance, State law, or Federal law.

-- Jurisdiction if the juvenile is younger than 18, under certain circumstances such as
neglect, harm, or abandonment by a parent.

-- Jurisdiction over a juvenile under 18 years old, if jurisdiction has been waived to the
family court by a circuit court under a temporary custody order related to a divorce
proceeding.

-- Concurrent jurisdiction concerning a juvenile between the ages of 17 and 18, if voluntary
services have been exhausted or refused and the juvenile is addicted to drugs or uses
alcohol; associates with criminals, is found in a house of prostitution, associates with
thieves, prostitutes, or pimps; or is willfully disobedient and in danger of becoming
morally depraved.

-- If the court operates a juvenile detention home, authority to place a juvenile in the
home pending trial, under certain circumstances.

-- Jurisdiction over a proceeding involving a personal protection order or a valid foreign
protection order in which a minor younger than 18 is the respondent.

The Young Adult Voluntary Foster Care Act provides for extended foster care services and
guardianship and adoption assistance for youths or adoptees who are at least 18 years old
but younger than 21 and meet prescribed criteria.)

MCL 600.2529 Legislative Analyst: Jeff Mann
FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would have no fiscal impact on State government. The fiscal impact on local
government is indeterminate, but likely would be negative. To the extent that circuit courts

rely on the filing fees in question, the revenue would have to be made up from other areas.
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