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ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 4768
AN ACT to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled “An act to protect the environment and natural resources of the state; to 

codify, revise, consolidate, and classify laws relating to the environment and natural resources of the state; to regulate 
the discharge of certain substances into the environment; to regulate the use of certain lands, waters, and other natural 
resources of the state; to protect the people’s right to hunt and fish; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state 
and local agencies and officials; to provide for certain charges, fees, assessments, and donations; to provide certain 
appropriations; to prescribe penalties and provide remedies; and to repeal acts and parts of acts,” (MCL 324.101 to 
324.90106) by adding section 3109e.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 3109e. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision in this act or the rules promulgated under this act, the 
department shall not establish or enforce a limitation for sodium or chloride in a groundwater discharge permit that is 
more restrictive than the following:

(a) 400 milligrams of sodium per liter.

(b) 500 milligrams of chloride per liter.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this act or the rules promulgated under this act, the department shall 
not establish or enforce a limitation for sodium or chloride in groundwater that is more restrictive than the following:

(a) 230 milligrams of sodium per liter.

(b) 250 milligrams of chloride per liter.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part or rules promulgated under this part, if a permittee discharges 
sodium or chloride, or both, into groundwater that migrates off of the property on which the discharge was made and 
that discharge directly causes the groundwater concentration of sodium or chloride, or both, to exceed the levels 
provided under subsection (2), the permittee shall do all of the following:

(a) Initiate a sampling program approved by the department to monitor downgradient water supply wells for the 
levels of sodium or chloride, or both, in the water supply.

(b) If the concentration of sodium in a downgradient water supply exceeds the level provided under subsection (2), 
the permittee shall provide and maintain, for each affected downgradient water supply, free of charge, a point-of-use 
treatment system approved by the department that will remove sodium from the water supply so as to be in compliance 
with the level provided under subsection (2).

(c) If the concentration of chloride in a downgradient water supply exceeds the level provided under subsection (2), 
provide to each affected water supply owner a notice of aesthetic impact with respect to chloride levels.
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(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this act, a permittee subject to the requirements of subsection (3) that 
complies with the requirements of subsection (3) is not subject to response activities under part 201 with respect to a 
discharge of sodium or chloride, or both, that is in compliance with the discharge level under subsection (1).

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
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