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 Rep. Hooker offered the following resolution: 
 House Resolution No. 159.   
 A resolution to call upon the U.S. Attorney General and the U.S. Department of Justice to 
cease and desist forthwith the prosecution of the Romeike family and to make permanent the 
grant of asylum in which they were initially vested. 
 Whereas, In our nation's past, we have celebrated immigrants who came to this country in 
order to escape the persecution that was brought against them. Furthermore, the United States 
Department of Justice, led by Attorney General Eric Holder, has stated that "…creating a 
pathway to earned citizenship for the eleven million unauthorized immigrants in this country…is 
a matter of civil and human rights"; and 
 Whereas, The Romeike family, which consists of Uwe, Hannelore, and their six children, 
have deeply held religious beliefs and convictions regarding how their children should be 
educated. Over the course of time the Romeikes came to believe that the state school system in 
Germany, which does not permit homeschooling as an alternative to the public school system, 
was educating their children in ways that were at odds with their beliefs. Upon making their 
decision to pull their children out of the state education system, they were heavily fined, their 
children were taken to school under police escort, and they faced litigation from the state; and 
 Whereas, The Romeike family immigrated to the United States in 2008 and in 2010 were 
granted initial asylum by immigration Judge Lawrence O. Burman. In 2012, the U.S. Board of 
Immigration Appeals overruled this decision and denied asylum. In 2013, the Sixth U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals rejected the family's appeal; and 
 Whereas, Our society has held for the better part of the last two hundred and twenty-four 
years that, as expressed by Albert Gallatin, "[T]he whole Bill [of Rights] is a declaration of the 
right of the people at large or considered as individuals…It establishes some rights of the 
individual as unalienable and which consequently, no majority have the right to deprive them 
of"; and 
 Whereas, The ruling against the permanent grant of asylum to the Romeike family will 
have the effect of establishing a legal precedent of divesting certain parents of the fundamental 
right to direct the education of their children by choosing homeschooling, thus limiting their 
ability to practice their freedom of religion. The First Amendment of the United States 
Constitution, the supreme law of the land, explicitly states: 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. 

; and 
 Whereas, The youngest daughter of Uwe and Hannelore Romeike is entitled to all of the 
rights and protections afforded to all citizens of our country under the United States Constitution. 
She was born within the United States and is a United States citizen. Section 1 of the Fourteenth 
Amendment explicitly states: 

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States and the State wherein they reside. No State shall 
make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of 
the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws. 
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; now, therefore, be it 
 Resolved by the House of Representatives, That we call upon the U.S. Attorney General 
and the U.S. Department of Justice to cease and desist forthwith the prosecution of the Romeike 
family and to make permanent the grant of asylum in which they were initially vested; and be it 
further 
 Resolved, That copies of this resolution be transmitted to the Attorney General of the 
United States and the members of the Michigan congressional delegation. 


