
STATE OF MICHIGAN
99TH LEGISLATURE

REGULAR SESSION OF 2018

Introduced by Rep. Lilly

ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 5199
AN ACT to amend 1954 PA 116, entitled “An act to reorganize, consolidate, and add to the election laws; to provide 

for election officials and prescribe their powers and duties; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state 
departments, state agencies, and state and local officials and employees; to provide for the nomination and election of 
candidates for public office; to provide for the resignation, removal, and recall of certain public officers; to provide for 
the filling of vacancies in public office; to provide for and regulate primaries and elections; to provide for the purity of 
elections; to guard against the abuse of the elective franchise; to define violations of this act; to provide appropriations; 
to prescribe penalties and provide remedies; and to repeal certain acts and all other acts inconsistent with this act,” by 
amending section 842 (MCL 168.842), as amended by 2004 PA 92.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 842. (1) The board of state canvassers, for the purpose of canvassing the returns and ascertaining and determining 
the result of an election, shall meet at the office of the secretary of state on or before the twentieth day after the 
election. The secretary of state shall appoint the day of the meeting and shall notify the other members of the board. 
The board has power to adjourn from time to time to await the receipt or correction of returns, or for other necessary 
purposes, but shall complete the canvass and announce their determination not later than the fortieth day after the 
election. The board may at the time of its meeting, or an adjournment of its meeting, canvass the returns for any office 
for which the complete returns have been received.

(2) If the unofficial election returns show that the election of electors of President and Vice President of the 
United States is determined by a vote differential between the first place and second place candidates for President and 
Vice President of the United States of less than 25,000 votes, the secretary of state shall direct the boards of county 
canvassers to canvass returns for electors of President and Vice President of the United States on an expedited 
schedule. The secretary of state may direct the boards of county canvassers to complete the statements for electors of 
President and Vice President of the United States required by section 824 and certify the statements as required by 
section 828 to the secretary of state by the seventh day after the election or by a date before the fourteenth day after 
the election.

(3) The secretary of state may appoint the day for the board of state canvassers to conduct the expedited canvass 
of the returns for electors of President and Vice President of the United States and determine the results of that 
election. The day appointed for the expedited canvass must be as soon as practicable after receipt of the returns from 
the boards of county canvassers, but no later than the twentieth day after the election.

Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect 90 days after the date it is enacted into law.
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Clerk of the House of Representatives

Secretary of the Senate

Approved

Governor


