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VEHICLE OR TRAILER MODIFIED  

FOR DEFENSE OR ATTACK 

 

House Bill 4712 as introduced 

Sponsor:  Rep. Steven Johnson 

 

House Bill 4713 as introduced 

Sponsor:  Rep. Aaron Miller 

 

Committee:  Judiciary 

Complete to 11-4-19 

 

SUMMARY:  

 

Taken together, the bills would repeal a section of law that prohibits, without a required 

license, the manufacture, possession, sale, or operation of a motor vehicle or trailer 

designed for the purpose of defense or attack. 

 

House Bill 4712 would repeal section 421 of the Michigan Penal Code.1 Currently, a 

person must obtain a license from the Department of State Police before constructing, 

manufacturing, purchasing, selling, possessing, or operating a motor vehicle (or other 

vehicle capable of being drawn by a motor vehicle) that is designed for defense from, or 

attack by, explosives, projectiles, ammunition, gases, fumes, or other missiles, weapons, 

and firearms. The section does not apply to a person who is engaged in such activity by 

virtue of a local, state, federal, or foreign government contract. A violation is a felony 

punishable by imprisonment for up to five years, a fine of not more than $2,500, or both. 

 

MCL 750.421 (repealed) 

 

House Bill 4713 would amend the Code of Criminal Procedure to remove the maximum 

term of imprisonment for a violation of section 421 from the sentencing guidelines. 

Currently, a violation is a Class H felony against the public safety with a maximum term 

of imprisonment of five years. The bill is tie-barred to HB 4712, meaning that it cannot 

take effect unless HB 4712 is also enacted. 

 

MCL 777.16u 

 

Each bill would take effect 90 days after enactment. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-750-421.pdf 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-750-421.pdf
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FISCAL IMPACT:  

 

House Bill 4712 would have an indeterminate fiscal impact on the state and on local units 

of government. Depending on the number of individuals that would no longer be convicted 

under the bill and the number of cases that would be discharged/dismissed, House Bill 

4712 could result in a decrease in costs for the state and for local units of 

government. Reduced felony charges would result in reduced costs related to state prisons 

and state probation supervision. In fiscal year 2018, the average cost of prison incarceration 

in a state facility was roughly $38,000 per prisoner, a figure that includes various fixed 

administrative and operational costs. State costs for parole and felony probation 

supervision averaged about $3,700 per supervised offender in the same year. Those costs 

are financed with state general fund/general purpose revenue. There could also be a 

decrease in costs for local court systems, as there could be a reduction in caseloads and 

related administrative costs. There could also be a decrease in penal fine revenues which 

would decrease funding for public libraries, which are the constitutionally designated 

recipients of those revenues. 

 

The bill would not likely have a significant fiscal impact on the Department of State Police 

or other public safety agencies. 

 

House Bill 4713 is a companion bill to HB 4712 and amends sentencing guidelines. The 

bill itself would not have a direct fiscal impact on the state or on local units of government. 
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■ This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House Fiscal Agency staff for use by House members in their 

deliberations, and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 


