SEARCH & SEIZURE; ELECTRONIC COMMS, DATA S.J.R. G:
& SUMMARY OF BILL
2 REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senate Fiscal Agency

l % P.O. Box 30036
sf=

Lansing, Michigan 48909-7536

ANALYSIS Telephone: (517) 373-5383
Fax: (517) 373-1986

Senate Joint Resolution G (as reported without amendment)
Sponsor: Senator Jim Runestad
Committee: Judiciary and Public Safety

CONTENT

The joint resolution would amend Article I (Declaration of Rights), Section 11 of the Michigan
Constitution to specify that the electronic data and electronic communications of every person
would be secure from unreasonable searches and seizures, and that a warrant would be
required to gain access to those materials.

The Constitution specifies that the "person, houses, papers and possessions of every person
shall be secure from unreasonable searches and seizures". Under the resolution, this provision
also would apply to electronic data and electronic communications.

The Constitution also specifies that no warrant to search any place or seize any person or
things may be issued without describing them, nor without probable cause, supported by oath

or affirmation. Under the bill, this provision also would apply to gain access to electronic data
or electronic communications.

If approved by a two-thirds vote of each house of the Legislature, the joint resolution would
have to be submitted to the electors of the State at the next general election.

Legislative Analyst: Stephen Jackson

FISCAL IMPACT

The resolution would have no fiscal impact on State or local government.
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