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SUMMARY:

House Bill 4196 would add a section to the Michigan Campaign Finance Act to require that an
automated phone call relating to an election, candidate, or ballot question state clearly the name
of the party paying for the call, as well as the following disclaimers, as appropriate, at the
beginning of the call:

If the call related to a candidate and was an independent expenditure not authorized in
writing by the candidate’s candidate committee, the call would have to state clearly that
it was “not authorized by any candidate committee.”

If the call related to a candidate and was not an independent expenditure, but was paid
for by a person other than the candidate, the call would have to state clearly that it was
“authorized by [name of candidate or candidate committee].”

A person who knowingly violated this section would be subject to a civil fine of up to $1,000
for each violation.

An independent expenditure is defined elsewhere in the act as an expenditure by a
person that is not made at the direction of, or under the control of, another person and
that is not a contribution to a committee.
Proposed MCL 169.248
FISCAL IMPACT:

The bill would have no fiscal impact on the state or local units of government.
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m This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House Fiscal Agency staff for use by House members in their
deliberations, and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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