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SUMMARY:

House Bill 4857 would amend section 2 of 1941 PA 359, which regulates the control and
removal of certain noxious weeds by a city, village, or township, to exempt milkweed (any
species of the genus Asclepias) from being considered a noxious weed under the act.

Presently, a noxious weed is defined as including Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense), dodders
(any species of the genus Cuscuta), mustards (charlock, black mustard, and Indian mustard,
species of the genus Brassica or Sinapis), wild carrot (Daucus carota), bindweed (Convolvulus
arvensis), perennial sowthistle (Sonchus arvensis), hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana), giant
hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum), ragweed (Ambrosia elatior L.), poison ivy
(Toxicodendron radicans), poison sumac (7Toxicodendron vernix), or other plant which, in the
opinion of the governing body of any county, city, township, or village coming under the
provisions of the act, is regarded as a common nuisance.

Under the act, cities, villages, and townships are able to regulate growth of noxious weeds
through local ordinance, and may appoint a noxious weeds commissioner who oversees control
efforts of noxious weeds. Property owners have a responsibility to destroy noxious weeds
before they reach the seed-bearing stage and if they do not, the local unit of government may
enter the property to do so. If this occurs, the city, village, or township will have a lien against
the property on which it destroyed the noxious weeds to cover the costs of destruction and may
issue a fine of up to $100.

MCL 247.62
FISCAL IMPACT:

The noxious weeds act establishes various legal authorities and duties of local units of
government and certain state agencies (the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
and the Department of Natural Resources) with respect to the eradication of noxious wees as
defined in the act. House Bill 4857 only amends the act to exclude milkweed from the
definition of noxious weeds. The bill does not otherwise change any of the current authorities
or duties under the act and therefore has no apparent fiscal impact on the state or local units of
government.
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