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SUPPORT DOG ELIGIBILITY; MODIFY AGE S.B. 248 (S-1): 

 SUMMARY OF SUBSTITUTE BILL 

 IN COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senate Bill 248 (Substitute S-1) (Senate-passed version) 

Sponsor:  Senator Dan Lauwers 

Committee:  Civil Rights, Judiciary, and Public Safety 

 

Date Completed:  5-25-23 

 

CONTENT 

 

The bill would amend Section 2163a of the Revised Judicature Act to increase, from 

16 years old to 18 years old, the age at which a witness is no longer eligible for a 

courtroom support dog during testimony in a court proceeding. The bill also would 

expand the definition of "courtroom support dog" to include an animal-assisted 

therapy or facility dog approved by the judge of the court. 

 

The bill would take effect 90 days after its enactment.  

 

Generally, Section 2163a of the Act provides a witness as described below with special 

considerations in a court proceeding. These considerations include the use of dolls or 

mannequins during testimony, the accompaniment of a support person or support dog during 

testimony, and the clearing out and physical rearrangement of the court room. 

 

The Act specifies that Section 2163a applies to a person who is a witness for prosecutions and 

proceedings of specified crimes. These crimes generally involve the following: 1) child abuse; 

2) child sexually abusive activity; 3) criminal sexual conduct (CSC); 4) assault with intent to 

commit CSC; and 5) home invasion; among other crimes concerning vulnerable adults and 

unrelated to the bill. 

 

Under the Act, "witness" means an alleged victim of an offense listed above who is any of the 

following: 

 

-- A person under 16 years old. 

-- A person 16 years old or older with a developmental disability. 

-- A vulnerable adult.  

 

Instead, under the bill, "witness" would mean an alleged victim of an offense listed above 

who is any of the following: 

 

-- To be eligible for a support person or other considerations, an individual under 16 years 

old or 16 years old or older with a developmental disability. 

-- To be eligible for a support dog, an individual under 18 years old or 18 years old or older 

with a developmental disability.  

-- A vulnerable adult. 

 

In addition, the Act defines "courtroom support dog" as a dog that has been trained and 

evaluated as a support dog pursuant to the Assistance Dogs International Standards for guide 

or service work and that is repurposed and appropriate for providing emotional support to 

children and adults within the court or legal system or a dog that performed the duties of a 

courtroom support dog before September 27, 2018. Under the bill, the definition also would 

include an animal-assisted therapy or facility dog approved by the judge of the court. 
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MCL 600.2163a Legislative Analyst:  Tyler P. VanHuyse 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

  

The bill would have no fiscal impact on State or local government. 

 

 Fiscal Analyst: Michael Siracuse  
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