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House Committee: Elections
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CONTENT

The bill would amend the Michigan Election Law to delete a provision requiring an individual's
ballot to be prepared as a challenged ballot if the applicant registered to vote in person within
14 days before an election and, at the time of registration, used a form of identification and
proof of residency that was not a State issued license or identification card.

MCL 168.497
BRIEF RATIONALE

To issue a challenged ballot as required under current Law, a clerk must make a written report
containing the election disparities or infractions believed to have occurred, the name of the
individual making the challenge, the time of the challenge, and the name, contact information,
and address of the individual whose ballot is challenged. According to testimony before the
Senate Committee on Elections and Ethics, this process may frighten and confuse registrants;
it also contributes to additional wait times as long as 10 to 15 minutes per challenged voter
as clerks explain and write up challenge reports. During the 14 days before an election and
on election day, clerks are busy and may not have time to issue challenged ballots.
Accordingly, it has been suggested that the requirement of an automatic challenge be
removed.
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FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would have no fiscal impact on State or local government.
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